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T  O 


Dr.  WILLIAM  HUNTER, 
PHYSICIAN, 

TO  HER  MAJESTY. 

S  I  R, 

J  T  was  not  intended  to  have  given  a  fecond 
edition  of  this  Effay,  till  it  appeared  as  a 
part  of  a  larger  work,  which  it  requires  much 
time  to  compleat.  But  the  frequency  and  fa^ 
tality  of  the  Fever,  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  it, 
in  this  city,  for  fome  years  paft,  feems  to  de* 
mand  the  earlieft  communication  of  fuch  ob- 
fervations  as  may  have  occurred  to  every  prac-? 
titioner. 

Together  with  the  pleafure  I  receive  from 
the  hope  of  doing  fervice,  I  feel  myfelf  h?p- 
py  in  every  opportunity  of  affiiring  you,  that 
I  am,  with  unaffected  regard, 

Sir, 

London^  Your  obliged  and 

February,  1 1,  1773,  moft  humble  Servant, 


THO,  DENMAN, 


ERRATUM. 

Page  31,  Line  13.  for  Aleneter  read  Alexefer. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

nr> 

i  H  E  frequency  of  the  Puerperal  Fever 
and  the  great  danger  which  attends  it,  render 
it  an  object  defer ving  of  the  moft  ferious  con- 
fideration. "  The  aifeafe  itfelf  hath  indeed  been 
defcribed  by  the  moft  early  writers,  with  accu¬ 
racy  fufficient  to  charafterife  it,  but  the  me¬ 
thods  propofed  for  the  cure  of  it  have  been 
lefs  fatisfa&ory.  Evident  difadvantage  hath 
arifen  from  its  being  defcribed  under  fuch  va¬ 
rious  appellations  and  from  their  attributing 
it  to  fuch  various  caufes.  It  has  been  repre- 
fented  by  fome  writers  as  entirely  owing  its 

B  exiftence 


2 


ESSAY  ON  THE 


exiftence  to  the  milk,  or  to  a  fuppreffion  of 
the  lochia,  while  others  have  defcribed  it  as 
the  miliary  fever.  Some  again  have  termed  > 
it  an  inflammation  of  the  Uterus,  while  others 
have  confidently  afferted,  that  it  was  wholly 
confined  to  the  bowels,  and  that  the  Uterus  was 
not  concerned.  With  fuch  different  ideas  of 
the  caufes  and  feat  of  the  difeafe,  we  may  con¬ 
clude  that  the  treatment  muff  have  been  va¬ 
rious,  and  often  hurtful.  Undoubtedly  there 
is  great  difficulty  in  forming  a  juft  opinion  of 
a  very  complicated  difeafe,  but  in  proportion 
to  the  difficulty  our  diftindtions  fhould  be  ac¬ 
curate,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  do  good, 
or  at  leaft  may  avoid  doing  mifchief. 

There  are  fome  caufes  which  predifpofe  to 
this  difeafe,  and  there  are  many  which  acci¬ 
dentally  give  rife  to  it.  Independently  of  the 
changes  occafioned  in  the  conftitution  by  par¬ 
ticular  modes  of  living,  women,  with  a  view 
to  parturition,  will  not  bear  a  comparifon 
with  other  creatures.  The  erect  pofition  of 
the  body,  the  different  conftmdtion  of  the 
Uterus  and  Placenta,  and  the  Paffions,  though 
neceffary  and  perfectly  adapted  to  the  rank  in 

which 


3 


PUERPERAL  FEVER 

which  Providence  hath  placed  mankind,  be¬ 
come  permanent  caufes  of  much  pain,  and  even¬ 
tually  produce  great  inconveniencies  and  often 
danger.  For  thefe  reafons,  women  are  alfo 
fuhjeft  to  fuch  a  number  of  complaints  in  eve¬ 
ry  period  of  pregnancy,  from  which  all  other 
creatures  are  exempt.  Some  of  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  are  dangerous  ill  their  own  nature  and 
others  indicate  a  difpofition  to  difeafes  not  for¬ 
med  in  the  conftitution  till  after  delivery.  The 
inflammatory  appearance  conftantlyobferved  in 
the  blood  of  pregnant  women,  may  be  alfo 
efteemed  a  mark  of  particular  difpofltion  to 
fever.  Some  habits  are  naturally  liable  to 
difeafes  of  the  bowels,  proceeding  from  an 
excefs  in  the  quantity,  or  an  exaltation  of  the 
quality  of  the  bile.  Such  will  derive  a  new 
and  temporary  caufe  of  them  from  the  difturb- 
ed  fecretion  of  the  vifcera,  by  the  preffure  of 
the  enlarging  Uterus.  Perhaps  likewife  from 
the  fudden  removal  of  this  preffure,  at  the 
time  of  delivery,  a  greater  proportion  of 
fluids  than  circulate  even  in  a  natural  ftate, 
may  rufh  upon  the  inteftines,  and  from  a 
very  flight  obftruffion,  caufe  a  local  plethora. 

B  2  Imprudent  ‘ 
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Imprudent  management  during  the  time  of 
labor,  particularly  rough  treatment  of  the  Os 
Uteri,  and  a  violent  or  hafty  feparation  of  the 
Placenta,  will  often  give  rife  to  this  difeafe. 
In  fhort,  every  caufe  capable  of  occafioning  a 
fever,  under  any  circumftances,  will  at  this  time 
be  followed  by  worfe  confequences,  and  any 
difturbance  raifed  in  the  conftitution,  will  affect 
parts,  already  in  a  very  irritable  date,  from  the 
violence  which  they  have  fo  lately  undergone. 

But  as  this  difeafe  may  be  fometimes  fore- 
fecn  in  the  time  of  pregnancy,  by  an  uncom¬ 
mon  degree  of  fever  and  unufual  uterine  pains, 
and  as  the.caufes  of  it  may  be  often  removed 
or  avoided,  during  the  time  of  labor  and  after 
delivery,  it  may  be  expetted,  that  this  part  of 
our  fuhject  fhouid  be  more  minutely  examined. 
It  is  not  necefiary  that  a  woman  fhouid  be  con¬ 
fined  to  any  particular  regimen  if  none  but 
common  confequences  attend  her  pregnancy. 
General  obfervation  mud  convince  us,  that 
nature  will  either  regularly  accomplifh  her 
purpofe,  or  that  lefler  inconveniencies  will  be 
overcome  without  affiftance.  But  when  dif- 
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eafes  a  rife,  it  may  be  proper  to  diflinguifh 
them,  into  thefe  which  precede  and  thofe 

which  follow  quickening ;  for  there  is  an  eflen- 

« 

tial  difference  between  them.  Thofe  of  the 
firft  months  may  be  aferibed  to  the  admiffion 
of  a  new  ftimulus  into  the  habit;  thofe  of  the 
latter  may  be  attributed  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  Uterus.  By  abftinence  from,  or  by  the 
fparing  ufe  of  animal  food,  by  taking  away 
final!  quantities  of  blood  at  proper  intervals, 
by  moderate  exercife  and  by  procuring  ftools 

regularly,  all  the  complaints  in  early  pregnan- 

\ 

cy  will  be  relieved.  At  all  events  they  com¬ 
monly  difappear  at  the  time  of  quickening. 
But  in  the  latter  months  greater  attention 
ought  to  be  paid  even  to  the  fame  fymptoms ; 
for  if  a  woman  is  not  free  from  difeafe  at  the 
time  of  parturition,  the  procefs  will  be  di¬ 
ll  ur  bed  or  dangerous  effefls  will  appear  after¬ 
wards.  And  though  it  is  not  poffible  to  re¬ 
move  the  caufe  of  compla’nts  which  come  on 
towards  the  end  of  geftation,  the  fame  treat¬ 
ment,  with  quiet,  will  often  prevent  bad  con¬ 
fluences.  Women  are  at  that  time  perfuaded 
by  their  friends  to  ufe  more  than  ordinary  ex- 

B  3  ercife, 
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ercife,  even  of  the  violent  kinds.  But  the 
impropriety  of  it  is  proved  both  by  reafon  and 
experience*  as  it  can  poffibly  anfwer  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  bringing  on  a  premature 
labor. 

It  is  natural  for  women  to  have  flow  and 
painful  labors*  which  they  will  generally  bear 
without  danger.  It  is  an  inconvenience  to 
which  they  are  liable  from  their  eredt  poiltion. 
On  this  account  it  was  neceflary  that  the  peE 
vis  Uiould  be  fmaller  in  proportion  to  the  head 
of  the  fetus*  than  in  any  other  creature.  The 
remedy  provided  for  this  inconvenience  is*  the 
incomplete  offification  of  the  head  of  the  human 
fetus,  a  peculiarity  not  to  be  found  in  other 
animals;  Hence  it  is  capable  of  admitting 
great  alteration,  both  in  fhape  and  dimeiiiions* 
bv  which  it  is  accommodated  to  the  form  and 

•S' 

iize  of  the  pelvis  through  which  it  muft  pafs* 
Yet  this  advantage,  is  often  not  to  be  obtain¬ 
ed,  but  by  the  force  of  long  continued  pains. 
In  lie  ad  therefore  of  hurrying  and  deranging 
the  order  of  a  labor,  by  any  means  whatever, 
which  is  always  improper  and  fometimes  dan¬ 
gerous,  under  the  falfe  and  ill-judged  notion 

pf 
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of  freeing  the  woman  from  her  mifery,  we 
fhould  confider  that  the  bufinefs  is  intended  to 
proceed  llowly,  and  fhould  be  left  entirely  to 
Nature  without  interruption.  When  there  are 

/ 

deviations  from  the  regular  courfe  of  labors, 
the  ufefulnefs  of  Midwifry,  as  well  as  the 
fkill  of  the  practitioner  will  be  (hewn,  in  decid¬ 
ing  which  of  thefe  require  the  affiftance  of  art, 
and  in  choofing  the  fafeft  and  belt  means  of 
relieving  them. 

There  is  not  throughout  Nature  an  opera¬ 
tion  more  wonderful  than  the  aft  of  parturi¬ 
tion.  There  is  noreafon  to  be  furprifed  at  the 
bad  confequences  which  fometimes  follow  an 
alteration  fo  violent,  though  that  violence  be 
natural.  Judging  from  Ipeculative  principles, 
they  might  be  expected  to  occur  more  fre¬ 
quently  ;  and  though  they  are  often  ocea- 
fionedby  mifmanagement,  under  the  beft  cir- 
cumftances  and  with  the  greateft  caution,  they 
cannot  alwavs  be  avoided. 

j 

When  a  woman  is  delivered  it  feems  necefla- 
ry  to  make  a  moderate  and  uniform  compref- 
fion  upon  the  abdomen,  but  binding  it  tight 
is  certainly  improper.  In  almoft  every  re- 
fpect,  the  regimen  which  has  been  enjoined  to 
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women  in  childbed,  contributes  to  increafe  the 
difpofition  to  inflammation  which  they  have  at 
this  time.  The  neceffity  of  fuch  a  regimen  has 
been  founded  on  the  opinion,  that  they  fhould 
be  treated  like  perfons  emaciated  or  funk  with 
long  illnefs,  or  worn  out  with  fatigue.  But 
we  fhould  certainly  have  greater  fuccefs,  as 
well  as  aft  with  greater  propriety,  if  we  were 
to  guard  againft  the  difpofition  to  fever? 
However,  from  a  general  view  of  the  recovery 
of  women  from  the  dangers  of  childbed,  un¬ 
der  widely  different  management,  there  feems 
to  be  no  occafion  for  a  very  ftrift  regimen ;  and 
no  alteration  fhould  be  made  without  paying 
particular  attention  to  their  former  manner  of 
living.  The  negleftingto  procure  ftools  foon 
after  delivery  may  alfo  occafion  this  difeafe; 
but  in  my  own  praftice,  I  have  feen  more 
frequent  inftances  of  it  from  early  fitting  up 
after  delivery,  than  from  all  other  accidental 
paufes  united.  Perhaps  women  are  not  fo  of¬ 
ten  fubjeft  to  this  fever,  after  laborious  births, 
b.cauie  of  the  great  care  with  which  they 
are  then  managed ;  whereas,  after  eafy  ones, 
they  are  more  unguarded. 
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The  time  when  the  Puerperal  Fever  comes 
on  is  uncertain.  There  are  not  wanting 
inftances  where  it  has  been  evidently  formed 
before  delivery  and  at  every  intermediate  time, 
till  five  or  fix  weeks  afterwards.  But  the 
moft  frequent  time  of  its  appearing  is  on  the 
third  or  fourth  day  after  the  birth  of  the  child, 
when  the  patient  is  feized  with  a  fhivering  fit, 
from  the  violence  and  duration  of  which,  we 
may  generally  eftimate  the  danger  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  difeafe.  Before  the  fhivering  fit,  the 
patients  have  often  complained  of  wandering 
pains  in  the  abdomen,  w7hich  very  foon  after 
become  fixed  in  the  hypogaftric  region,  where 
a  fwelling,  with  exquifite  tenderncfs,  infues. 
As  the  difeafe  advances,  the  whole  abdomen 
becomes  affected  and  tumefied,  fometimes  near^ 
ly  to  its  fize  before  delivery,  the  woman  her- 
felf  being  fenfihle  of  its  progrefs.  She  alfo 
feels  great  pain  in  the  back,  hips  and  groins, 
and  fometimes  in  one  or  both  legs,  which 
fwell,  appear  inflamed  and  are  exquifitely 
painful.  She  can  fcarcely  lie  in  any  other 
pofition  than  on  her  back,  and  the  feat  of  the 
pain  feems  to  be  changed  wrhen  fhe  turns  on 
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either  fide.  There  is  ufually  a  vomiting  of 
green  or  yellow  bitter  matter,  or  a  naufea  or 
loathing  of  the  ftomach,  with  a  difagreeable 
tafte  in  the  mouth.  An  inftantaneous  change 
both  in  the  quantity  and  appearance  of  the 
lochia  generally  takes  place ;  and  fometimes, 
but  rarely,  they  are  almoft  wholly  fuppreffed. 
There  is  a  fenfe  of  throbbing  pain  and  uneafy 
heat  throughout  the  parts  concerned  in  partu¬ 
rition.  The  milk,  if  fecreted,  foondifappears  or  is 
diminifhed,  and  the  tafte  of  it  is  much  alter¬ 
ed.  The  urine  is  voided  often,  with  pain  and 
in  fmall  quantities,  and  is  remarkably  turbid. 
A  tenefmus  or  frequent  ftools  come  on,  as  if 
all  the  parts  contained  in  the  pelvis  were  at 

once  affe&ed  with  the  difeafe.  The  tongue 

>- 

becomes  dry,  fometimes  remains  moift,  and  is 
covered  with  a  thick  brown  fur,  but  in  fome 
dangerous  cafes  it  has  been  very  little  changed. 
The  patient  is  immediately  feized  with  the 
ftrongeft  apprehenfion  of  her  danger,  and  la¬ 
bours  under  vaft  anxiety,  her  countenance 
bearing  indubitable  marks  of  great  fuffering 
both  in  body  and  mind. 

Tho 
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The  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  fometimes 
extremely  rapid.  Tnftances  have  oceured, 
where  women  have  died  even  within  twenty 
four  hours  of  the  firft  attack  ;  and  I  have  feen 
a  few  who  never  grew  warm  after  the  rigor. 
In  fome,  death  has  followed  quite  unexpected¬ 
ly,  from  the  imperceptible  but  infidious  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  difeafe.  In  other  cafes  the  fhiver- 

0 

ing  fit  is  fucceeded  with  lefs  violent  fymptoms, 
but  the  tendernefs  and  fwelling  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  joined  with  a  fever,  are  to  be  efteem- 
ed  the  pathognomonic  figns  of  this  difeafe.  It 
is  neceffary  to  enumerate  all  the  fymptoms 
which  have  been  commonly  obferved,  though 
not  in  any  individual  patient,  yet  cafes  will 
occur  in  practice  in  which  there  will  be  great 
variation,  depending  upon  the  degree  of  the 
difeafe,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  and  the 
period  after  delivery  when  this  fever  makes  its 
appearance. 

The  pulfe  has  almoft  invariably  an  unufual 
quicknefs  from  the  beginning.  It  has  often 
that  ftrength  and  vibration  obferved  in  difor- 
ders  of  the  moft  inflammatory  kind,  and  yet 
fometimes  is  exceedingly  feeble.  The  latter  is 

to 
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to  be  reckoned  among  the  moft  dangerous  figns, 
as  it  proves  that  there  is  a  great  degree  of  dif- 
eafe  and  that  the  powers  of  nature  are  unable 
to  ftruggle  with  it.  There  is  however  much 
variation  in  the  fubfequent  ftages,  but  there  is 
fcarce  a  worfe  omen,  than  a  very  weak  and 
accelerated  pulfe,  even  though  the  other  fynip- 
toms  may  feem  to  be  abated. 

The  figns  of  inflammation  continue  for  a 
few  days  till  thofe  of  putridity  appear.  The 
teeth  very  foon  celled!  a  brown  adhefive  for- 
des  ;  all  kinds  of  food  are  naufeated,  except 
fuch  as  are  agreeable  from  their  coldnefs  or 
fharpnefs.  A  Singultus  attends,  every  return 
of  which  afFe&s  the  abdomen.  Petechias  or 
vibices  are  often  found  in  unwholfome  fitua- 
tions,  and  in  feme  conftitutions  of  the  air,  at  a 
very  early  period  of  the  diforder,  and  there 
will  frequently  be  miliary  eruptions ;  but  the 
latter,  feem  rather  the  confequence  of  the  me- 

r 

thod  of  treatment,  than  of  this  difeafe,  becaufe 
they  do  not  afford  that  relief,  which  ufually 
follows  their  appearance  in  true  eruptive  fe¬ 
vers. 
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The  loofenels,  in  fome  cafes,  takes  place  im¬ 
mediately  upon  the  acceflion,  in  others,  three 
or  four  days  after,  and  in  fome,  not  till  the 
laft  ft  age  of  the  difeafe  ;  but  it  feldom  fails  to 
attend,  nor  can  it  ever  be  removed  without 
the  greateft  danger,  as  well  as  difficulty,  be¬ 
fore  the  difeafe  is  terminated.  The  ftools  of- 

j  » 

ten  come  away  involuntarily,  being  always 
preceded  by  an  increafe  of  pain,  and  the  eva¬ 
cuation  conftantly  gives  a  momentary  relief. 
They  are  very  fetid,  of  a  green  or  dark  brown 
color  and  working  like  yeaft,  and  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  after  the  long  continuance  of  the 
loofenefs,  when  the  patient  has  taken  little 
nourifhment,  large  and  hard  lumps  of  excre¬ 
ment  will  be  fometimes  difeharged,  which  one 
might  fufpeft  to  have  been  lying  in  the  bowels 
a  long  time  before  delivery. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  this  fever,  which  I 
believe  has  never  yet  been  obferved.  It  is  an 
eryfypelatofe  appearance,  of  a  dulky  red  color, 
on  the  knuckles,  wrifts,  elbows,  knees  or  an¬ 
cles,  about  the  fize  of  a  {hilling,  and  fometimes 
larger.  This  is  always  a  mortal  fign,  and  on 
the  infpection  of  thofe  who  have  died,  with 

this 
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this  appearance  upon  them,  the  difeafe  hath 
been  found  to  have  affected  principally  the 
Uterus  or  its  appendages* 

When  this  fever  commences  foon  after  deli¬ 
very,  and  continues  its  progrefs  with  violence 
for  a  few  days,  our  hopes  of  a  favorable  event 
will  often  be  vain  ;  and  the  impending  danger 
may  ufually  be  foretold  by  a  return  of  the 
rigors.  A  loofenefs  immediately  upon  the  at¬ 
tack,  always  leffens  the  difeafe  and  fometimes 
proves  critical,  as  does  likewife  a  fpontaneous 
vomiting.  The  profufe  fweat  which  follows 
the  fhivering  fit  is  often  completely  critical. 
In  fome  there  will  be  a  tranflation  of  the  difi 
eafe  to  the  extremities,  where  the  part  affected 
will  become  inflamed,  and  a  large  abfcefs  be 
formed.  Frefh  eruptions  of  the  lochia  ate  al¬ 
ways  a  favorable  lign.  In  the  advanced  ftate, 
thofe  who  have  elcaped  leern  to  have  owed 
their  fafety  to  a  conftitution  happily  ftrong 
enough  to  fupport  the  long  continuance  of 
the  loofenefs,  by  which  the  morbid  matter  was 
gradually  drained  away.  A  fubfiding  of  the 
belly  after  loofe  ftools,  with  a  moift:  (kin,  is  a 
fortunate  alteration  for  the  patient,  but  the 

fame 
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fame  circumftanee  without  evacuations,  threa¬ 
tens  the  utmofl  clanger. 

The  fwelling  and  tendernefs  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  joined  with  a  fever,  were  mentioned  as 

.  ». 

the  pathognomonic  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe. 
But  as  thefe  parts  are  affedtcd  by  the  great 
diftenfion  of  the  abdomen  during  pregnancy, 
by  after-pains,  by  flatulence  and  by  fpafms, 
we  might  be  miftaken  in  giving  the  name  of  a 
difeafe  which  does  not  exift,  to  complaints  of 
infinitely  lefs  confequence.  On  this  principle 
we  may  account  for  the  flight  manner  in  which 
fome  have  mentioned  the  Puerperal  Fever, 

while  others  have  recommended  methods  of 

✓ 

treatment,  foreign  to  its  nature,  or  inadequate 
to  the  cure  of  it.  But  with  attention,  this  fe¬ 
ver  may  be  readily  diftinguifhed  from  all  other 
difeafes.  After-pains  bear  the  greateft  refem- 
blance  to  thofe  pains  of  the  abdomen  which 
attend  it  ;  but  the  intervals  of  perfect  freedom 
from  pain,  which  are  never  obferved  in  this 
fever,  and  the  regularity  with  which  in  After- 
pains  all  other  circumftances  proceed,  will  be 
evident  and  fufficient  diftindtions. 


About 
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About  the  time  when  this  fevrer  moft  fre¬ 
quently  appears,  a  difturbance  is  raifed  in  the 
conftitution,  by  the  fecretion  of  the  milk.  The 
confent  between  the  Uterus  and  Breafts  is  of 
fo  intimate  a  nature,  that  it  is  fcarcely  pofftble 
for  them  to  be  affefted  feparately,  as  the  tranf- 
ition  of  the  humors  from  one  to  the  other, 
abundantly  demonftrates.  But  though  this 
difeafe  hath  been  often  attributed  to  the  milk, 
probably  the  fuppofition  is  groundlefs.  If  that 
fecretion  is  allowed  to  purfue  its  natural 
courfe,  all  the  inconveniencies  thence  arifing, 
will  be  of  little  confequence.  But  thofe  who 
are  not  able  to  give  fuck,  and  thofe  for  whom 
fuckling  is  improper,  are  liable  to  various 
complaints  from  which  nurfes  are  free.  In  fuch 
cafes  I  have  found  no  method  of  fo  effectually 
providing  againft  the  ill  confequences  likely 
to  infue,  as  the  procuring  ftools,  when  the 
lir.fi:  attempt  is  made  to  repel  the  milk.  Should 
abiceftes  be  formed  in  the  breafts,  they  are  al¬ 
ways  much  lamented,  but  there  is  great  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  they  prevent  more  grievous 
and  dangerous  complaints.  At  another  period 
of  life,  when  the  feeds  of  cancerous  difeafes 

exifl 
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exift  in  the  conftitution,  their  fixing  upon  the 
Uterus  or  Breafts,  feems  to  be  merely  acci¬ 
dental. 

A  difeafe  in  which  the  dangerous  fymptoms 
come  on  with  fuch  rapidity,  and  in  which 
the  event  is  fo  often  fatal,  cannot  fail  to  alarm 
every  man  follici tous  for  the  welfare  of  his 
Patients.  And  furely  in  circumftances  fo  pe¬ 
culiarly  diftreffing,  humanity  will  urge  us  to 
exert  our  abilities  with  attention  and  tender- 
nefs. 

We  fiiould  in  the  firft  place  endeavour  to 
fhorten  the  rigor,  by  hot  applications  to  the 
extremities,  and  by  giving  warm  diluents,  in 
fmall  quantities,  often  repeated.  The  appa¬ 
rent  neceffity  of  removing  the  rigor,  has  in¬ 
duced  fome  to  give  very  warm  and  adHve  cor¬ 
dials  for  this  purpofe.  But  as  the  hot  fit 
which  fucceeds,  will  in  fome  meafure  depend 

V 

upon  the  means  ufed  for  this  purpofe,  it  doe& 
not  feem  proper  to  give  fpirituous  liquors, 
unlefs  they  are  well  diluted. 

'  Bleeding  has  been  advifed  in  the  beginning 
of  all  violent  difeafes,  with  the  intention  of 
alleviating  their  fymptoms,  or  of  rendering 

C  the 
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the  operation  of  the  medicines  which  were  after¬ 
wards  to  be  adminiftered  more  fafe  and  effectual. 

a 

For  the  cure  of  the  fever  now  under  confi- 

(  1  • 

deration,  fome  have  placed  their  whole  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  early  and  free  ufe  of  this  reme¬ 
dy,  while  others  have  expreffed  unufual  fears 
and  apprehenfions  with  refpeft  to  it.  It  is 
perhaps  impoffible  to  form  a  rule  of  practice 
lb  general,  as  to  preclude  the  neceffity  of  leav¬ 
ing  much  to  opinion;  for  the  treatment  of  pa¬ 
tients,  differing  in  conftitution,  though  labour¬ 
ing  under  the  fame  difeafe,  muff  vary,  or  the 
worft  confequences  will  inevitably  follow.  I 
had  very  early  my  doubts  regarding  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  bleeding  in  general,  in  this  difeafe, 
and  I  am  ftill  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  the 
molt  natural,  fafe  or  efteftual  remedy  in  this 
cafe.  I  mean  that  fpontaneous  hemorrhages 
are  feldom  critical  in  this  difeafe,  that  women 
in  childbed  bear  bleeding  worfe  than  in  other 
circumftances,  and  that  we  fhall  be  very  of¬ 
ten  difappointed  in  our  expedtations,  if  we  re¬ 
ly  upon  it.  It  is  likewife  worthy  of  obfer- 
vation,  that  thofe  women  who  have  loft  much 
blood  at  the  time  or  delivery,  are  more  liable 


to 
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to  this  difeafe  than  others  and  that  it  is  nluch 

more  fatal  to  them.  The  confequences  alfo 

■  ■  .  -  . 

of  erring  by  the  too  free  ufe  of  the  lancet 
are  commonly  worfe  and  more  irremediable, 
than  thofe  which  arife  from  the  oppofite 
caution. 

t 

In  general  however,  it  will  be  found  necef- 
fary  to  take  away  fome  blood  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  and  we  muft  be  guided  as  to  the  quantity, 
by  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  and  by^  the  vi¬ 
olence  of  the  fymptoms.  If  much  benefit  has 
been  derived  from  the  fir  ft  operation,  and  the 
circumftances  of  the  cafe  fhould  require  it, 
we  (hall  be  juftified  in  repeating  it,  but  with 
circumfpeftion ;  for  we  fhall  commonly  find 
that  fubfequent  bleedings  are  either  ufelefs  or 
prejudicial,  if  the  firft  has  failed  to  give  per¬ 
ceptible  relief.  It  was  alfo  obferved  that  this 
evacuation  fhould  take  place  in  the  beginning, 
becaufe  after  the  fever  has  continued  a  very 
few  days,  the  putrid  fymptoms  advance  very 
rapidly,  and  the  continuance  of  the  fever  de¬ 
pends  upon  caufes  which  cannot  poflibly  be 
removed  by  bleeding. 

C  2 
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But  though  women  who  have  had  large 
uterine  difcharges  at  the  time  of  delivery  are 
particularly  liable  to  this  difeafe,  and  though 
it  is  feldom  removed  by  fpontaneous  hemorr¬ 
hages,  yet  thefe  fometimes  prove  perfectly  cri¬ 
tical.  The  following  very  extraordinary  cafe 
which  was  communicated  to  me  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  who  is  in  ex- 
tenfive  praftice  in  the  country,  rs  an  inftance 
of  this  kind. 

“  I  was  called  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
“  to  go  about  ten  miles  to  a  woman,  whofe 
“  Placenta  bad  been  retained  many  hours  af- 
“  ter  the  birth  of  the  child.  The  want  of 
“  proper  courage  to  withftand  follicitation, 
6C  and  the  diftance  from  me,  were  my  reafons 
6 4  for  undertaking  to  feparate  it.  The  Pla- 
“  centa  adhered  very  ftrongly,  but  a  fepara- 
“  tion  was  made  very  gently  and  without 
“  any  confiderable  hemorrhage.  On  the 
“  third  day,  the  patient  was  feized  with  a 
“  fhivering  and  fever  which  continued  all 
u  the  night.  From  this  (lie  was  relieved  the 
<c  next  morning,  by  fo  large  a  difcharge  of 

“  blood 
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“  blood  from  the  Uterus,  that  I  was  fent  for 
u  on  that  account.  There  was  no  fwelling 
of  the  abdomen  but  great  tendernefs,  much 
“  pain  in  the  head,  conftant  thirft,  a  little  de- 
“  lirium,  and  (he  had  no  ftools.  An  increafe 
“  of  fever  every  evening  and  the  fame  pro- 
“  fufe  difcharge  every  forenoon  continued 
“  for  ten  days.  She  took  occafionally  tefta- 
<fi  ceous  powders  with  rhubarb,  faline  mix- 
“  tures,  tinfture  of  rofes,  infufion  of  Peru- 
“  vian  bark,  and  fome  dofes  of  opium.  She 
“  at  length  recovered.” 

The  hemorrhages  feem  in  this  cafe  to  have 
been  abfolutely  critical,  and  my  own  practice 
hath  fupplied  me  with  inftances  of  a  fimilar 
kind,  in  different  ftages  of  the  fever.  Yet  I 
had  fufficient  reafon  in  all  thefe  cafes  to  pre- 
fume  that  the  difeafe  had  not  only  originated 
in  the  Uterus,  but  was  confined  there,  with¬ 
out  extending  to  any  of  the  abdominal  vifcera. 

When  the  attack  is  fevere,  a  vomiting  of 
bilious  matter  attends  it ;  there  are  loofe  ftools, 
and  the  difeafe  in  its  commencement,  is  not  un¬ 
like  a  moderate  degree  of  the  Cholera  Mor- 

•  C  3  bus. 
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bus.  It  ha^been  an  almoft  univerfal  practice* 
in  other  difeafes ;  to  fecond  thefe  evident  intern 
tions  of  nature,  at  leaft  not  to  retard  them, 
but  in  this,  different  meafures  have  been  pur- 
fued.  It  has  been  objected,  that  a  woman 

lately  delivered,  has  fuffered  too  much  from 
the  labor  itfelf,  to  bear  with  fafety,  a  man¬ 
ner  of  proceeding  found  ufeful  in  other  fevers 
with  the  fame  indications.  It  may  alfo  be 
conjectured,  that  the  vomiting  and  uneafinefs 
of  the  ftomach  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  uterine 
irritation,  and  that  they  are  hyfteric  fymptoms 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term.  But 
if  we  confider  the  appearance  of  the  matter 
difcharged,  the  great  relief  which  the  patient 
immediately  receives  from  the  evacuation,  and 
the  advantages  which  are  found  to  refult  from 
it  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  it  would  not  be 
eafy  to  fix  upon  circumftances  which  more 
flrongly  indicate  the  neceffity  of  vomiting. 
And  though  it  has  been  generally  allowed 
that  the  vomiting  of  porraceous  matter,  when 
an  hyfteric  fymptom,  does  not  require  evacu¬ 
ations,  as  it  is  probable,  that  the  porraceous 

tnatter,  in  the  cafe  alledged,  is  the  materia 

\  * 

morbi 

*  T  4. 
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morbi  which  occafions  the  fpafms,  the  difcharge 
fhould  not  be  flopped  while  it  is  preter¬ 
natural. 

But  however  defective  this  reafoning  may 
be,  experience  will  fupport  me  in  afierting, 
that  when  fuch  complaints  of  the  ftomach  ac¬ 
company  the  beginning  of  this  difeafe,  we 
fhall  lofe  an  opportunity  of  doing  much  fer* 
vice,  if  we  omit  to  give  a  vomit. 

Within  thefe  few  years,  a  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  fevers  in  general,  founded  wholly  on  ex¬ 
perience,  has  been  eflablifhed.  Inflead  of  fup- 
pofing  a  fever  to  be  an  effort  of  nature  to  af¬ 
firm  late  or  to  rejedl  from  the  conftitution 

•  %  -  *  j 

fome  offending  matter,  and  therefore  in  one 
fenfe  a  falutary  procefs,  which  could  not  be 
interrupted  or  diflurbed  without  difadvantage 
or  danger ;  it  has  been  the  practice  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  fupprefs  it  in  the  firfl  inflance,  or  in 
any  of  the  fubfequent  flages,  by  evacuations. 
And  if  this  method  be  inftituted  with  pru¬ 
dence,  paving  •  no  regard  to  critical  days, 
which  in  this  climate  can  feldom  be  obferved, 
it  will  be  recommended  by  fuperior  fuccefs. 

C  4 
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In  the  fever  now  under  consideration,  ex¬ 
treme  caution,  for  reafons  which  were  before 
affigned,  has  been  judged  neceffary.  Many 
years  ago,  after  repeated  difappointments  in 
treating  this  difeafe  in  the  ufual  way,  I  tried 
the  following  method  and  very  foon  became 
fenlible  that  it  deferved  the  preference 

*J^6  Tartar.  Emetic,  gr.  ij. 

Ocul.  Cancror.  pp.  9ij. 

intime  mifceantur. 

Of  a  powder  thus  prepared  I  have  given 
from  two  to  fix  grains,  repeating  it  as  circum- 
fiances  required. 

If  the  firft  dofe  fhould  produce  no  fenfible 
operation,  for  on  that  only  we  ought  to  rely, 
an  increafed  quantity  muft  be  given  at  the  end 

of  two  hours,  and  we  muft  proceed  in  that 
manner. 

But  if  the  firft  dofe  fhould  bring  on  a  vo¬ 
miting,  purging,  or  profufe  fweat,  we  muft 
wait  tor  the  effect  of  thefe  operations,  before 
we  repeat  the  powder.  But  if  any  alarming 
fymptoms  fhould  then  remain,  we  need  not 
hpfitate  to  give  the  fame  quantity  as  was  firft 

ufed3 
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\ifed,  though  this  is  feldom  neceflary,  if  the 
firft  dofe  has  operated  properly.  We  are  not 
to  expeft  that  a  difeafe  which  exhibits  fuch 
marks  of  danger,  fhould  inftantly  ceafe;  even 
if  a  great  part  of  what  caufed  it,  be  removed. 

We  muft  likewife  be  careful  not  to  rely  fo. 
far  upon  an  abatement  of  the  fymptoms,  as 
wholly  to  defift  from  purfuing  the  method 
which  produced  the  abatement.  For  no  dif¬ 
eafe  is  more  liable  to  returns  which  are  com¬ 
monly  with  increafed  violence. 

It  muft  alfo  be  obferved,  that  as  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  the  cure  depends  upon  a  due  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  medicine,  the  method  of  giving  it 
at  ftated  hours,  without  regard  to  the  effect, 
is  not  eligible. 

If  a  ficknefs  or  loathing  at  the  ftomach,  at¬ 
tended  at  firft,  this  medicine  feldom  fails  to 
occalion  vomiting,  and  the  patient  with  a  coun¬ 
tenance  ftrongly  expreffive  of  the  benefit  (he 
has  received,  will  atteft  the  propriety  of  our 
proceeding.  And  experience  in  general,  fo  far 
from  giving  room  to  apprehend  any  bad  con¬ 
ferences  from  vomiting,  at  a  very  early  period 

after 
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after  delivery,  authorifes  us  to  conclude,  that 
many  defirable  purpofes,  befides  that  of  cleanf- 
ing  the  ftomach,  are  anfwered  by  it. 

It  fcarce  ever  happens  that  this  medicine 
fails  to  procure  ftools.  Thefe  are  always  very 
fetid,  and  as  was  before  obferved,  in  the  loofe 
ones,  lumps  of  hardened  feces  are  intermix¬ 
ed.  Their  appearance  ftiould  in  fome  mea- 
fure  guide  us  with  refpeft  to  the  continuance  of 
the  evacuation,  in  proportion  to  which,  the 
abdomen  fubfides  and  all  the  other  fymptoms 
become  favourable.  The  urine  is  voided  foon 
after  in  larger  quantities,  a  moifture  of  the  fkin 
or  a  profufe  fweat  fucceeds,  and  the  lochia  which 
were  before  brown,  pale  and  fetid,  become 
frelh  and  increafe.  But  we  are  to  remember 
that  a  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  the  lochia  is 
never  to  be  regarded  as  an  original  difeafe,  in¬ 
dependently  of  other  appearances,  becaufe  they 
vary  in  every  conftitution. 

We  mull  at  the  fame  time  avail  ourfelves 
of  every  means  by  which  the  immediate  eafe 
of  the  lick  may  be  procured.  Emollient  clyfters 
in  cafes  attended  with  violent  pain,  are  at  all 
times  proper  and  neceflary.  Fomentations, 
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vapor-bathing  or  the  warm  bath,  may  fome- 
jtimes  be  ufed  with  advantage  ;  but  I  think  that 
a  folded  flannel  well  fprinkled  with  brandy  is 
one  of  the  beft  applications  to  the  abdomen. 
Plentiful  dilution  being  neceflary,  the  patient 
ftiould  he  well  fupplied  with  proper  drinks, 
in  fmall  quantities  often  repeated.  The  moft 
palatable  and  generally  the  beft,  are  chicken  wa¬ 
ter  and  beef  tea  ;  or  if  objections  are  made  to 
thefe,  barley  water,  thin  gruel,  milk  and  water, 
whey,  and  tea  of  almoftany  kind  may  be  drank 
£t  pleafure. 

In  this  manner  I  treated  the  wife  of  a  foldier 
in  the  guards,  whom  I  attended,  July  1, 

1 

1 767,  in  a  fafe  but  tedious  labor.  She  was  of 
a  very  ftrong,  mafculine  habit  of  body,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  years  of  age.  About  thirty- 
fix  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  fhe  was 
feized  with  a  violent  fhivering  followed  with 
fevere  pains  in  the  abdomen  and  loins,  and 
within  a  few  hours  from  the  firft  attack  of  the 
diforder,  became  nearly  as  big  as  fhe  had  been 
before  delivery.  On  the  3d  day  of  July,  I 
gave  her  four  grains  of  the  antimonial  powder, 
before  mentioned,  and  finding  no  fenfible  ef¬ 
fect, 
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f eft,  I  repeated  it  in  the  fame  quantity  after 
two  hours.'  She  puked  twice  and  had  feven- 
teen  ftools,  like  yeaft  in  appearance,  within 
fix  hours  after  the  repetition  of  the  powder. 
When  the  operation  of  the  medicine  ceafed, 
her  abdomen  had  almoft  wholly  fubfidedandthe 
tendernefs  and  fever  were  much  abated.  As 
fhe  was  much  fatigued  I  gave  her  a  cordial 
draught  with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum.  She 
had  fome  quiet  deep  in  the  night  and  fweated 
profufely.  There  did  not  appear  a  neceffity  of 
repeating  the  powder,  and  fhe  recovered  per-  ' 
feftly  without  taking  any  other  medicine,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  faline  draughts  and  afterwards  the 
decoftion  of  the  bark  twice  every  day. 

The  event  of  this  cafe  and  of  fome  others 
which  occurred  to  me  about  the  fame  time, 
was  very  flattering.  I  prefumed  that  I  had 
difcovered  a  method  of  treating  this  dreadful- 
difeafe,  which  would  feldom  fail  to  anfwer  my 
expectations.  But  further  experience  hath  con¬ 
vinced  me  that  only  very  ftrong  conftitutions 
will  bear,  and  that  only  violent  degrees  of  the 
difeafe  require  it.  1  am  however  perfuaded 
that  if  under  fuch  circumftances  we  have, 

the 
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the  opportunity  of  putting  this  method  in  prac¬ 
tice,  foon  after  the  acceffion  of  the  difeafe,  we 
fhall  very  often  fucceed  with  it.  And  it  were 
above  all  things  to  be  wifhed  that  phyfici- 
ans  had  the  early  care  of  the  patient.  For  the 
difle&ions  of  thofe  who  have  died,  prove 
that  terrible  efife&s  are  produced  by  this  difeafe, 
in  various  parts,  with  amazing  celerity.  In 
about  forty  women  whom  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  infpe&ing,  all  or  fome  of  the 
following  appearances  have  been  obferved. 
The  Uterus  or  its  appendages  were  in  a  Rate  of 
inflammation  and  fometimes  mortified.  The  Os 
Uteri,  and  that  part  of  the  Uterus  to  which 
the  Placenta  had  adhered,  had  generally  a  mor¬ 
bid  appearance.  Small  abfcefles  were  formed  in 
the  fubflance  of  the  Uterus  or  in  the  cellular 
membrane  which  connects  it  to  the  adjacent 
parts.  The  bladder  was  inflamed.  The  Omen¬ 
tum  was  very  thin,  irregularly  fpread,  and  in  a 
Rate  of  inflammation.  The  intefiines  were  in¬ 
flamed,  chiefly  in  the  peritonaeal  coat,  and  adher¬ 
ed  in  many  places  and  much  inflated.  Inflam¬ 
matory  exfudation,  and  Serum  extravafated  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  have  been  found* 
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in  various  quantities ;  but  thefe  were  in  a  lefs 
degree  when  the  patient  had  labored  under  a 
long  continued  purging.  Large  flakes  of  cca- 
gulable  lymph,  were  found  in  the  cavity  of  the, 
abdomen,  which  have  been  often  miftaken  for 
diflolved  portions  of  Omentum.  It  muft  in¬ 
deed  be  acknowledged,  that  the  information, 
acquired  in  this  fearch,  has  not  been  equal  ta 
the  care  or  to  the  affiduity  with  which  it  has 
been  made.  What  we  have  been  able  to  learn, 
chiefly  proving,  that  when  the  difeafe  has  con¬ 
tinued  for  many  days,  it  muft  generally  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  medicines ;  and  that,  if  the 
patient  fhould  fortunately  recover,  her  reco¬ 
very  will  depend  upon  circumftances  which 
the  phyfician  can  with  difficulty  command. 

In  the  lefs  violent  degrees  of  difeafe  and  in 
the  more  delicate  conftitutions,  it  will  not  be 
neceffary,  or  fafe,  to  give  fuch  active  medicines. 
In  fuch  cafes  after  bleeding,  if  thought  advife- 
able,  and  giving  a  dofe  of  Ipecacoanha  wine, 
or  wafhing  the  ftomach  with  an  infufion  of 
chamomile  flowers,  or  of  green  tea,  more  le¬ 
nient  medicines  muft  be  preferibed.  But  they 
muft  be  fuch  as  will  produce  a  certain*,  and 
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fpeedy  effeft ;  becaufe  if  we  do  not  procure 
ftools,  we  can  do  very  little  fervice,  and  if 
thefe  are  neglected,  the  difeafe  will  be  making 
its  infidious  progrefs.  An  emollient  clyfter 
fhould  be  firft  adminftered  to  remove  any  hard¬ 
ened  faeces,  from  the  lower  part  of  the  intef- 
tinal  canal.  We  may  then  give  the  antimonial 
powder  in  fmall  quantities,  the  faline  draughts 
with  rhubarb,  or  the  following  draught  every 

third  or  fourth  hour. 

> 


1^  Sal.  Rupellens. 

Mann.  Opt.  a  ^ij. 

Aqn.  Aleneter.  Sim.  Jij; 
Spir.  Lavend,  c.  gut.  x  x. 


Or  two  ounces  of  purging  falts  may  be 
diflolved  in  a  pint  of  thin  gruel,  and  one  or  two 
large  fpoonfulls  may  be  given  every  hour, 
till  proper  evacuations  are  obtained.  After  the 
operation,  we  lhall  not  only  find  it  neceffary 
to  give  opiates,  but  be  fenfible  of  great  advan¬ 
tage  from  their  ufe.  And  I  have  often  found 
this  fimple  method,  namely,  the  procuring  four 
or  five  ftools  every  day  and  giving  an  opiate 
every  evening,  produce  the  moft  happy  effects. 

Nor 
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Nor  do  I  ever  hefitate  to  give  an  opiate  at 
any  period  of  this  difeafe,  after  evacuations, 
when  the  violence  of  the  pain  requires  it.  For 
though  the  pain  may  originally  be  a  confe- 
quence  of  the  difeafe,  it  becomes  after  a  cer¬ 
tain  time,  a  powerful  caufe  of  its  continuance 
and  increafe. 

But  if  it  thould  happen  that  a  fpontaneous 
purging,  or  even  involuntary  ftools  thould  at¬ 
tend  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
fame  intention  of  cure  is  to  be  purfued.  It 
has  been  the  cuftom  in  fuch  cafes,  by  power¬ 
ful  aftrinsent  and  cordial  medicines,  to  endea- 
vour  to  fupprefs  the  purging  as  detrimental  to 
the.  regular  courfe  of  the  uterine  difeharges,  and 
in  other  refpe&s.  But  it  is  fortunate  for  the  pa- 
tient  that  thefe  attempts  are  commonly  fruit- 
leis,  for  were  they  to  fucceed,  the  event  would 
generally  be  fatal.  We  are  always  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  whenever  a  purging  comes  on,  It 
is  to  be  efteemed  an  effort  of  nature  to  carry 
off  the  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  though  fometimes 
an  unavailing  effort ;  and  the  eftablifhment  of 
this  principle,  the  truth  of  which  will  be  fully 

confirmed 
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confirmed  by  obfervation,  will  lead  us  to  avoid 
numberlefs  errors  in  the  treatment  of  this 
fever. 

But  it  is  not  poflible  for  me  to  exprefs  my 
opinion  of  this  matter  fo  clearly  as  by  relating 
the  hiftory  of  the  following  cafe,  which  was 
lately  under  my  care. 

The  wife  of  an  eminent  tradefman  was 

brought  to  bed  of  a  living  child,  after  a  very 

*  *  ** 

tedious  and  difficult  labor.  She  was  of  a  very 
full  habit,  and  this  was  her  firfl:  child.  About 
four  hours  after  delivery,  (he  was  feized  with 
a  purging,  and  the  ftools,  which  were  of  a 
brown  colour,  and  exceedingly  offenfive,  foon 
afterwards  came  away  involuntarily.  I  faw 
her  early  the  following  morning,  Novem¬ 
ber  2  2d.  She  had  much  pain  in  the  abdomen, 
which  was  tumefied  ;  her  fkin  was  hot,  her 
pulfe  quick,  and  fhe  was  very  thirfty.  I 
drew  off  her  urine  with  the  catheter,  applied 
a  flannel  well  fprinkled  with  brandy  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  ordered  the 
following  draught. 
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Mannse  opt. 

Sil  Rupeilens.  a  gvj 
Aq.  Alexet.  fim.  jiifs  M. 
F.  Hauilus  flatim  fumendus. 


She  had  profufe  evacuations  by  ftool  all  day, 
and  in  the  evening  an  opiate  was  directed.  On 
the  23d  I  found  that  the  purging  continued  as 
before,  and  there  was  very  little  alteration  in 
the  other  fymptoms.  The  purging  draught 
was  repeated  in  the  morning,  and  the  opiate 
at  bed-time.  On  the  24th  I  was  informed 
that  (he  had  got  fome  refrefhing  fleep  in  the 
night.  The  pain  in  the  bowels  and  feverifh 
fymptoms  were  fomewhat  abated,  but  the 
ftools  came  away  involuntarily,  and  were  ve¬ 
ry  fetid.  The  fame  purging  draught  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  in  the  evening  (he  took  the  opiate. 
On  the  25th  the  ftools  came  away  involun- 
tarily,  but  were  lefs  frequent;  the  abdomen 
was  foft,  the  tumefaction  was  fubfided,  and 
the  tendernefs  almoft  gone ;  all  the  feverifh 
fymptoms  were  much  abated.  I  omitted  both 
the  draughts.  On  the  27th  the  purging  ceafed, 
and  fhe  recovered  perfectly  without  taking  any 
more  medicines.  I  was  under  the  neceffity 
of  drawing  oft  her  urine  twice  every  day  till 

the 
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the  eleventh  after  delivery.  But  it  is  not  to 
a  Angle  cafe  that  I  fhould  have  occafion  to 
appeal  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequence ;  a 
long  and  extenfive  practice  hath  convinced  me 
that  the  purging  which  attends  this  difeafe,  is 
not  only  falutary,  but  very  often  critical;  nor 
would  it  be  difficult  for  me  to  recolleft  nume¬ 
rous  inftances  where  fatal  confequences  have 
fuddenly  followed  imprudent  attempts  to  flop 
this  difcharge. 

In  the  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  it 
becomes  more  complicated,  and  is  infinitely 
more  dangerous ;  and  there  is  a  neceffity  of 
being  very  circumfpeft  even  in  our  endea¬ 
vours  to  give  relief.  Bleeding  will  very  fel- 
dom  be  proper  at  this  time,  and  if  dire&ed, 
will  generally  haften  the  fate  of  the  patient; 
for  we  ffiall  conftantly  find  that  the  ftrength 
of  the  patient  will  be  reduced  by  it  in  an  infi¬ 
nitely  greater  degree  than  the  difeafe  will  be 
abated ;  it  muft  therefore  be  entirely  omitted, 
or  prefcribed  with  the  greateft  caution.  But 
if  there  be  no  loofenefs,  and  ftools  have  been 
procured  fparingly,  through  the  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  we  muft  purfue  the  general  method  of 

D  %  cure, 
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cure,  allowing  for  the  reduced  ftrength  of  the 
fick.  Emollient,  or  gently  purgative  clyfters 
will  now  be  proper,  and  laxative  medicines  of 
the  kind  before  mentioned ;  remembring,  that 
opiates  muft  afterwards  he  given  to  procure  a 
refpite. 

In  the  laid  ftage,  when  the  ftools  are  very 
frequent  or  involuntary,  and  all  appearances 
forebode  the  utrnoft  danger,  our  intention  muft 
be  to  preferve  the  ftrength  by  moderating,  and 
not  fupprefling  the  difcharge.  Clyfters  of 
chicken  water,  or  of  flour  and  water  boiled  to 
a  proper  confiflence,  and  frequently  repeated, 
then  become  a  very  important  part  of  the  cure, 
as  they  wafli  off  the  offending  matter,  which 
ftimulates  the  bowels  to  frequent  evacuations, 
acf  a  fomentation.  But  if  great  care 
is  not  taken  in  the  exhibition  of  them,  the  pa¬ 
tient  will  fufter  intolerable  pain  on  account  of 
the  tendernefs  of  the  Uterus,  which  I  fuppofe 
is  the  part  principally  affedled,  or  at  leaft, 
where  the  difeafe  moft  commonly  originates. 

I  he  following  draught  has  been  given  eve¬ 
ry  fix  hours  with  advantage. 


R.  ConfeCo 
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g  Confe&.  Damocrgt.  gfs. 

Aqu*  Cinnaraom.  Sim.  ^ iTs. 

Pulv.  Rad.  Ipecac,  gr.  ij.  M. 

Or  Philonium  Londinenfe,  or  any  other 
medicine  of  the  cordial  and  fedative  kind  which 
is  approved  may  be  given  ;  though  I  have 
generally  preferred  either  the  crude  Opium  or 
the  Ample  tinfture  of  it. 

The  white  decoftion  with  a  large  proportion 
pf  gum  Arabic,  with  the  addition  of  brandy, 
or  the  common  emulfion  with  fpirit  of  nitre 
make  at  this  time  a  proper  and  agreeable  drink. 
If  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  fhould  fink  and 
great  faintnefs  come  on,  a  neceflary  quantity 
of  fome  cordial  muft  be  given  in  the  interval 
between  the  draughts.  I  have  often  alfo  at 
this  time,  recommended  camphor,  in  different 
forms,  but  have  generally  been  obliged  to 
difcontinue  the  ufe  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  fo 
difgufting  to  the  palate,  and  fo  offenfive  to  the 
ftomach.  On  the  whole,  the  food  and  medi¬ 
cines  are  to  be  made  more  or  lefs  aftrinffent  or 

O 

cordial,  as  the  cafe  may  require,  but  we  are  to 
perfift  in  the  ufe  of  clyfiers. 


Under 
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Under  the  worft  circumftances,  we  ought 
never  to  defift  from  ufing  our  endeavours,  to 
extricate  the  lick,  from  the  imminent  danger 
they  are  in ;  for  they  will  fometimes  recover, 
very  unexpectedly.  On  fuch  occafions  I  have 
been  induced  to  try  clyfters,  of  different  kinds, 
anodyne,  emollient  and  aftringent,  particular¬ 
ly  ftrong  decoftions  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  but 
have  not  obferved  any  extraordinary  benefit 
to  arife  from  them. 

Nor  has  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
though  given  in  different  liages  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  anfwered  the  intention,  as  a  febrifuge.  Yet 
in  a  few  cafes,  where  the  intermiffions  of  fever 
'were  clear,  it  has  fucceeded.  As  a  fup  porter  of 
the  ftrength,  it  has  like  wife  been  found,  of  lefs 
fervice  than  might  have  been  expeCled,  becaufe 
of  the  difturbed  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bo¬ 
wels,  which  it  tends  to  increafe.  But  inftead 
of  this  medicine,  I  have  often  given  the  powder 
ofColumbo  Root,  to  the  quantity  often  grains, 
every  four  hours,  in  a  lightly  aromatic  draught, 
or  a  ftrong  infufion  of  camomile  flowers  and 
cloves ;  and  fometimes  the  following  mixture, 

with 
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with  advantage,  efpecially  when  the  hiccup 
has  been  troublefome. 


Spir.  Vitriol.  Dulc.  ^ij. 

Aqu.  Alexeter.  Simp. 

M.  pp.  Sim.  a  jiiij. 

Sacchar.  pur.  q.  f.  F.  Miftura. 

Cujus  fumat  aegra,  Cochlearia  tria,  fecunda,  vel  tertia, 
quaque  hora. 

When  the  pain  which  accompanies  this 
difeafe,  is  confined  and  as  it  were  concentrated 
to  one  part  of  the  abdomen,  fcarifications 
or  leeches,  applied  to  that  part,  will  fome- 
times  do  fervice.  In  the  fame  fituations, 
bliftering  plaifters,  have  been  ufed  with  ad¬ 
vantage.  But  when  the  difeafe  is  more  diffuf- 
ed,  they  have  been  found  lefs  ferviceable, 
though  no  bad  confequences  have  ever  been 
obferved  to  follow  their  application. 

I  have  feldcm  attempted  to  injeft  medi¬ 
cines  of  any  kind  into  the  Vagina  and  Uterus ; 
though  from  a  confideration  of  the  ftate  of 
thefe  parts,  and  of  the  fetid  humors  difcharg- 
ed  from  them,  it  is  reafonable  to  expeft,  that 
emollient  or  gently  detergent  injections  might 
be  ufeful.  However  if  thefe  are  advifed,  there 

fliould 
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fiioiild  be  great  caution  both  in  the  compofing 
and  adminiftering  them* 

Thefe  are  all  the  obfervatioiis,  I  have  made 

% 

on  thePuerperal  Fever  in  its  fimple  ftate.' When 
it  is  combined  with  a  Phrenfy,  a  Peripiieamo- 
ny,  or  any  other  difeafe  of  a  dangerous  kind? 
a  different  method  of  treatment  may  be  ne- 
ceffary,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe 
with  which  it  is  combined.  Our  principal 
attention  muft  then  be  directed  to  the  more 
urgent  diforder*  But  though  I  have  not 


7%. 
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wanted  opportunities  of  making  obfervations? 

3  .  -  .  .  f  , 

on  the  PuerpeM  Fever  thus  circumftanced, 
the  relation  of  them  can,  at  prefent,  be  of  lit¬ 
tle  ufe  ;  and  they  are  likely  to  give  lefs  fatif- 
faftion,  becaufe  my  attempts  have?  on  fuch 
*qccalions,  been  too  often  unfuecefsfab 

\V  vr,  *  u  #  ,  *.  >  '  *  * 
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account 

O  F  A 

Medical  Controversy 

IN  THE 

City  of  C  0  R  Ifl 

In  which  Five  Physicians  are  engaged  ; 

With  the  remarkable  Manner  of  its  being  hitherto 

concluded. 

To  Which  are  Subjoined 

Two  Letters  from  Dr.  Mead  and  One  from  Dr, 
Frewin,  to  the  different  Perfons concern’d. 

In  a  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  there  to  his  F riend  in  London . 


- - Refpice  prhnum 

Et  flcrut  are  Viros. - Dedlt  hanc  Contagio  Lahem , 

' - Si  cut  Grex  totus  in  Agris 

Uni  us  S cable  cadit ,  porrigine  Porci , 

Uvaque  confpeffa  livorem  ducit  ab  uva. 

Juvenal,  Sat.  2d. 

Sapientiam  fibi  adimunt ,  qui  fine  ulio  judicio  probant , 
et  ab  aliis ,  pecudum  more ,  ducuntur. 

La&antius  de  Origine  Erroris. 

Break  one  Cobweb  thro\ 

He  fpins  the  flight,  flclfl-pleaflmg  Thread  anew . 

Dejiroy  his  Fib  or  Sophiftry  in  vain , 

The  Creature  s  at  his  dirty  Work  again. 

Pope’s  EpifL  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot. 


LONDON: 

Piinted  for  R.  Dodsley  in  P allmall ,  and  fold  by 
Al.  Cojper  in  P  a  ter -Nojler- Row.  1749. 
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A  N 

ACCOUNT 

O  F  A 

Medical  Controversy,  &c. 

Cork,  June^  20.  1749* 


SIR , 

S  I  have  fent  you  a  fhort  Account 
of  the  little  I  have  feen  of  this 
Country,  I  think  I  ought  to  give 
you  a  Specimen  too  of  the  Conver¬ 
sation  and  Parties  that  have  lately 
divided  this  foundling  City,  amidft 
all  the  Hurry  and  Occupation  of  a  great  Trade. 

A  Gentleman  here  conceives  he  has  made  a  Dif- 
covery  in  Morals,  which  is,  that  there  is  a  certain 
equal  Quantity  of  Difcord  in  the  World,  like 
what  has  been  mentioned  by  fome  Philofophers  of 
Water .  Exift  where  it  will,  whether  it  is  drawn  up 
to  float  above  us  in  Clouds,  or  pour’d  down  in 
Showers,  whether  it  may  run  Eaft,  Weft,  North, 
or  South,  in  greater  or  fmailer  Bodies,  the  Bulk  of 

B  the 


r  2  ]  _ 

the  whole  is  ftill  the  fame:  Difcord  therefore,  fays 
he,  in  the  fame  manner  is  always  of  a  certain  Hated 
Quantity  in  the  World,  though  it  may  often  ap¬ 
pear  unequally  parcelled  out ;  of  late,  perhaps,  it 
lay  together  *in  a  Heap  upon  the  middle  Continent 
of  Europe,  and  now  it  fee  ms  to  have  gone  draggling 
into  particular  States,  as  Holland ,  Corfica ,  Italy ,  or 
our  three  Kingdoms ;  though  it  threatens  foon  to 
move  Northward  in  a  large  Body,  to  poffefs  the 
different  Coaftsof  the  Baltick.  It  is  much  the  fame 
in  a  particular  Kingdom,  for  if  in  the  Summer  Sea- 
ion  it  may  be  lurking  among  Gentlemens  Seats, 
or  E  led  ion  Boroughs,  yet  yousll  be  fure  to  find  it, 
in  the  cold  Weather,  huddled  together  in  great 
Towns,  and  more  efpecially  in  a  Metropolis, 
where  it  is  apter  to  fharpen  and  ferment  like 
other  Fluids.  Now  with  this  Confideration,  one 
Place  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  Drain  upon 
another,  according  as  this  Tide  may  pour  itfelf  into 
different  Channels,  Ireland  fometimes  draws  it  off 
from  Great  Britain ,  and  in  this  Refpedt,  this  fame 
City  of  Cork  has  of  late  engroffed  the  Quantum  al¬ 
lowed  for  this  Hand,  fo  as  in  fome  Meafure  to  dry 
up  the  r eft  of  the  Kingdom. 

Happy  therefore,  and  wife  was  the  Difpofition 
of  Providence,  which  has  allowed  of  thefe  Iffues  in 
a  Kingdom,  which  may  fo  ufefuily  drain  off  this 
morbid  Humour  from  the  reft  of  the  Body  Politick; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  this  Age  of  Projectors 
an  able  Head  may  come  forth  and  find  out  fome 
beneficial  Scheme  of  diverting  this  Peftilence  of 
Contention  towards  the  Hills  of  Kerry ,  or  the  Bogs 
of  Conaught \  where  it  may  be  hemmed  in,  ratified 
or  condenfed,  as  final!  feem  moft  proper,  while  the 
other  Parts  of  this  Kingdom  may  enjoy  a  State  of 
perledi  1  ranquiliity  in  the  Bond  of  univerfal  Chriff 
tian  AffeSion. 


The 
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The  Animofities  which  have  lately  bulled  People 
here,  have  been  either  Ecclefiaftical ,  or  MedicaU 
for  the  other  learned  ProfefTion  of  the  Law>  which 
the  Spirit  of  Contention  formerly  feems  to  have 
taken  up  as  its  chofen  Abode,  it  here  emptied, 
at  prefent,  to  fill  up  the  other  two.  And  what  is 
fiili  more  remarkable,  and  which,  indeed,  fupports 
the  former  Theory,  is.  That  when  the  Clergy  are 
by  the  Ears,  the  Phyficians  are  at  their  Eafe,  and 
when  the  Phyficians  rife  to  Battle,  the  other  Body 
feem  becalmed.  Though  it  is  hard  to  fay  in 
either  of  thefe  Cafes,  whether  it  is  the  Spirit  of 
mutual  Forgivenefs,  or  that  their  Attention  is  taken 
of?  by  this  new  Uproar,  or  perhaps  only  a  fhort 
Reft  after  the  Fatigue  of  Fighting,  whether  it  is 
one  or  all  of  thefe,  is  not  my  Bufinefs  to  fettle,  nor 
am  I,  indeed,  fufficiently  inftrudled  fo  to  do.  At 
prefent  I  have  only  Time  to  give  you  a  fhort  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Medical  Battle,  and  fhall  referve  the 
other  for  an  after  Amufement. 

The  PhyficafControverfy  then,  has  been  carried 
on  by  four  Phyficians  on  the  one  Side,  of  the 
Names  of  Roger s,  Flaherty ,  Bonhonons  and  Connelly 
and  on  the  other  Side,  by  one  Dr.  Blair  \  It  feems 
thefe  four  Gentlemen  had  attended  one  Mr.  Baker 
a  Merchant  of  this  City,  during  a  violent  Fever, 
whom  after  ten  or  twelve  Days,  they  gave  over  as  a 
dying  Perfon,  or  were  fo  underftood  by  the  Fa¬ 
mily  of  the  Perfon  indifpofed,  as  indeed,  one  of 
the  Phyficians  came,  as  deputed  from  the  reft,  to 
defire  his  Relations  fhould  fend  for  a  Clergyman  to 
communicate  the  difagreeable  Tidings  in  a  proper 
Manner  to  his  Wife.  One  of  thefe  Relations  then 
bethought  of  fending  for  this  Dr.  Blair  ^  to  try  if 
he  could  do  any  Thing  for  Mr.  Baker ,  who  was 
thus  given  over,  and  at  the  fame  Time  they  fent 
for  one  of  the  other  Phyficians,  to  communicate  what 
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had  been  already  prefcribed  ;  which  this  Phyfician 
refufed  either  to  come,  or  to  do,  as  declaring  he 
could  not  bear  to  fee  his  Friend  die.  Dr.  Blair  there¬ 
fore,  being  informed  of  the  above,  vifits  Mr.  Baker ; 
orders  him  to  be  bled  in  one  of  the  Arteries  of  the 
Forehead,  and  prefcribes  a  Julap  to  flop  a  violent 
Loofenefs  he  had  ;  he  is  bled,  betakes  the  Julap, 
and  is  thought  by  all  the  Family,  next  Morning, 
to  be  better.  The  other  Phyficians  come,  quarrel 
with  every  Thing  prefcribed  by  Dr.  Blair ,  infill 
that  the  Julap  was  poifon,  and  the  Bleeding  Mur¬ 
der,  declare  the  Patient  much  worfe,  and  there¬ 
fore  thought  him  eafier  to  be  cured,  which  they 
undertake  with  greater  Chearfulnefs  and  Confidence 
of  Succefs  than  before,  they  refufe  confuting  with 
Dr.  Blair ,  becaufe  he  had  difturbed  the  dying 
defperate  Way  their  Patient  had  been  in,  fince,  as 
they  exprefied  it,  cc  he  was  approaching  a  Crifis 
“  that  ought  not  to  have  been  prevented/’  The 
Friends  of  the  Patient,  notwithstanding,  defire  the. 
faid  Dr.  Blair  to  continue  his  Attendance,  and  he 
was  not  dilchareed  till  after  Dr.  Rogers  and  other 
two  of  them  were,  when  Mr.  Baker  was  out  of  all 
D  anger.  In  fhort,  Mr.  Baker  recovers,  and  the 
Town  talk  varioufiy.  Many  infilled  he  was  cured 
by  Dr.  Blair  ;  but  on  the  contrajy,  the  four  Phy¬ 
ficians  pofitively  declare,  that  he  poifoned  him  ; 
and  that  therefore,  when  they  took  him  again  under 
their  Care,  they  had  to  recover  him  from  a  worfe 
State  than  that  dying  one,  in  which  they  had  given 
him  up. 

Thus  Hood  the  Affair,  when  Aunts,  Coufins, 
Patients,  Friends,  and  indeed  all  the  People  of  the 
Town,  that  were  otherwife  indifferent,  began  to 
range  themfelves  on  one  Side  and  t’other.  Difputes 
commenced,  which  were  mixed  with  great  Heat 
and  Altercation  ;  Fads  were  contravened,  perfonal 
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Reflexions  were  made,  and  in  fhort,  every  Thing 
was  brought  in  that  could  thicken  the  Battle.  The 
Affair  went  on  for  a  few  Weeks  in  this  divided 
Manner,  when  upon  the  Circum fiances  being  a  little 
cleared  up,  the  current  Report  began  to  run  all  one 
Way.  To  undeceive  the  Publick,  out  came  a  Diary  % 
and  to  contradiX  the  Diary ,  out  came  a  Cafe  *,  each 
narrating  their  own  State  of  the  Affair.  It  was 
found  in  a  little,  that  the  Cafe  had  rather  got  the 
better  of  the  Diar)\  by  reafon  of  a  certain  Corps  de 
Referve  of  Affidavits  and  Certificates,  which  was 
planted  in  the  Rear,  and  was  thought  to  have  done 
fome  Execution.  The  four  Gentlemen  upon  this, 
thought  proper  to  bring  a  new  Army  into  the  Field, 
under  the  Name  of  a  Reply  ^  honeff  and  fair,  and 
full  of  great  Candour ,  and  much  Honour ,  as  is 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  Title,  and  often  re¬ 
peated  in  every  Page  of  the  Work,  which  gave  Oc- 
cafion  to  a  certain  Wag  here  to  apply  to  this  what 
Dr.  Swift  has  fome  where  faid  of  Dryden ,  That  he 
had  often  told  him  in  Confidence,  That  the  World 
would  never  have  known  he  was  fo  great  a  Poet, 
if  he  had  not  taken  Care  particularly  to  mention  it 
in  all  his  Prefaces  and  Dedications. 

Before  I  give  you  any  of  the  Merits  of  this  laft 
Piece,  I  muff  acquaint  you  with  a  Secret  in  Au- 
thorfhip  which  Dr.  Rogers  (whom  every  Body  al¬ 
low  to  be  the  Author  of  the  Diary ,  and  of  the 
Bulk  of  the  Deeply)  has  praXiled  in  both  thefe 
Pieces,  with  much  private  SatisfaXion  to  himlelf, 
and  may  be  noted  as  a  ufeful  Hint  to  that  numerous 
Fraternity. 

Thus,  as  it  was  proper  to  throw  a  little  Ineenfe 
upon  his  own  AXions  and  CharaXer,  which  the 
whimfical  World  would  not  be  fo  ready  to  fnuffup, 
it  it  came  direXly  from  himfelf,  he  has  therefore, 
in  the  Diary ,  introduced  the  Perfon  of  a  Bofom 
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Friend  writing  to  another  Intimate,  and  having  once 
fettled  thefe  Dramatis  Perfon^ ,  as  talking  famili¬ 
arly  to  one  another,  he  then  begins,  faying  as  much 
Good  of  himfelf,  by  way  of  perfonal  Character, 
and  as  much  Ill  of  his  Adverfary,  as  could  eafily  be 
put  together,  and  all  this  without  the  leaft  Sufpicion 
of  Partiality  *,  becaufe  to  be  fure,  every  Body  muft 
fuppofe  it  was  wrote  by  a  Byftander.  Thus  in  the 
Advertifement  prefixed  to  the  Diary ,  the  good 
Friend  narrates  how  long  the  Author  had  flood 
Proof  againfl  the  Buffeting  of  his  Arguments,  how 
often  he  had  rallied,  and  reinforced,  and  plied  him 
anew  with  frefh  Reafons,  which  at  length,  with 
the  utmoft  Difficulty  had  brought  him  to  confent 
to  give  him  his  Papers,  by  which  we  are  furely  to 
unclerfland  that  they  were  delivered  with  great  Ce¬ 
remony  from  the  right  Hand  to  the  left.  Then 
this  Friend  takes  it  into  his  Head  to  write  a  Com¬ 
mentary  upon  the  phyfical  Notes  of  the  Author, 
which  occafions  a  new  Diflrefs,  as  it  obliges  him  to 
get  a  third  Friend  to  prevail  upon  the  writing 
Friend  himfelf,  that  he  may  publifh  his  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Author.  So  that,  by  this  excellent 
Piece  of  double  Machinery,  the  Author  lies  fecreted 
and  fnug,  while  the  friendly  Importunity  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  is  faid,  mod  unchriflianly  to  force  him 
to  talk  to  the  Publick  againfl  his  Will.  Now  the 
Benefit  of  thefe  precautionary  advanced  Guards  is 
obvious,  becaufe  it  is  expected,  that  the  Adverfary 
muff  fir  ft  regnlary  level  thefe  two  Ranks,  before  he 
can  think  of  attacking  the  Author,  who  fits,  to  be 
fure,  calm  and  unconcerned  in  the  Rear  of  the 
Line. 

Having  once  fettled  the  introductory  Ceremo¬ 
nials,  he  begins,  without  the  leaft  Bafhfulnefs,  to 
mention  in  every  Page,  the  great  Opinion  he  has 
of  the  Author’s  Skill,  and  of  all  his  Friends,  talks 
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much  of  his  Humanity,  and  his  peculiar  Talent  of 
Conlolation,  and  when  any  Perfon  happens  to  ad¬ 
mire  or  applaud  the  Author,  he  takes  Care  ,  in 
choice  Terms,  to  praife  that  Gentleman’s  great 
Candour  for  fo  doing  ;  when  his  Adverfary  hap¬ 
pened  to  recoiled  aCircumftance  which  made  againft 
the  Author,  tho*  it  Hands  proved  by  a  double  Evi¬ 
dence,  he  frankly  calls  it  a  Contradiction  in  Terms  5 
and  confutes  the  Evidence  by  quoting  his  Chriftian 
Faith,  and  that  Stock  of  Honour  upon  which  he 
had  traded  for  fo  many  Years.  Now  by  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  of  thefe  and  many  other  excellent  Devices, 
he  has  found  Means  to  pillar  and  prop  many  a  dead 
Weight,  that  would  otherwife  have  crufhed  the 
weak  Shoulders  of  any  modern  Author.  I  am  apt 
to  think,  however,  that  this  Invention  is  not  alto¬ 
gether  original  and  from  himfelf,  but  that  lie  took 
the  Hint  from  Lord  Shaftjburf  s  Advice  to  an 
Author,  to  divide  himfelf  into  two  Perfons,  (tho* 
with  a  different  Intention)  becaufe  he  has  fome- 
times,  not  only  multiplied  himfelf  into  ten  Perfons, 
but  even  up  to  50,000  *,  as  he  makes  the  whole  ac¬ 
cumulated  Body  of  the  City  of  Cork  talk  thro*  his 
Mouth  *,  and  then  he  bluffers  and  roars  againft  his 
Adverfary,  as  if  it  were  the  Voice  and  party-co- 
lour’d  Language  of  a  Multitude  of  People. 

Again  in  the  Reply,  when  the  four  Gentlemen 
are  fuppofed  to  be  jointly  concerned  in  the  Work, 
it  is  not  then  neceffary  that  the  four  fhould  be 
talking  together  thro5  the  whole  Book,  which  might 
introduce  an  Indiftindnefs  and  Confufion  of  Lan¬ 
guage.  It  is  therefore  much  better,  for  each  to 
write  a  Paragraph  in  his  Turn  in  the  Name  of  the 
reft,  tho3  the  Fads  there  mentioned  msy  but  barely 
be  true  with  regard  to  his  ftngle  Perfon  ;  fuch  as  that 
he  did  not  fee  fuch  a  Fad,  or  fay  fuch  a  thing, 
upon  the  Credit  of  which,  he  may  declare  bluntly 
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and  ftoutly,  by  way  of  fpeaking  for  them  all,  that 
fuch  and  fuch  a  thing  was  neither  feen  nor  faid,  and 
this  without  a  direct  Perjury,  is  a  molt  excellent 
Expedient  to  ferve  the  common  Caufe,  The  Affair 
may  go  on  for  a  time  in  one  of  thefe  Angle  Perfons, 
or  may  go  round  to  each  of  the  four,  according  to 
thefe  critical  Circumftances  in  which  it  is  proper  for 
him  and  for  him  alone,  to  declare  negatively  full 
bolt,  againfl  certain  Fads  and  Evidences  that  are 
brought  again  ft  them.  So  that  by  this  happy 
Contrivance,  the  Weight  of  the  Controverfy,  like 
a  Mufket,  may  be  fhifted  from  the  Shoulder  of 
one  to  that  of  another,  that  each  may  take  the 
Trouble  of  loading  and  firing  away  in  their  Turn. 

The  Conveniency  too  of  this  in  the  way  of  Pane- 
gyrick  is  very  evident,  for  Bonbonous  may  praife 
Rogers ,  and  Rogers  may  praife  Bonbonous ,  and  they 
two  may  perfume  Flaherty  and  Connelly  by  way  of 
o-etdng  Credit  in  their  own  Account,  for  a  Debt 
that  muft  be  paid  in  feme  after  Page  •,  like  the  two 
Barrifters  of  the  Temple  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pope , 
who  fu ckled  each  other  fo  plentifully,  by  Compli¬ 
ments  of  the  firft  Names  in  the  Law*. 

For  it  is  evident,  that  a  Man  fhould  never  fay 
thefe  Things  of  himfelf,  which  his  Friend  can  fay 
for  him  with  io  much  better  Propriety  and  Decorum, 
and  therefore  tho5  the  People  here  univerlally  give 
it  out,  that  the  whole  of  this  Reply  came  from  the 
Pen  of  Dr.  Rogers ,  yet  1  can  never  be  brought  to 

*  The  Temple  late  two  Brother  Serjeants  taw. 

Who  deem’d  each  other  Oracles  of  Law  ; 

With  equal  Talents,  thefe  cogenial  Souls, 

One  lull’d  th’  Exchequer  and  one  ftunn’d  the  Rolls. 

Each  had  a  Gravity  would  make  you  fplit. 

And  fhook  his  Head  at  Murray  as  a  Wit. 

’Twas  “  Sir,  your  Law,”  and  “  Sir,  your  Eloquence,’' 

“  Yours  Coir's  Manner,  and  <4  yours  Talbot's  Senfe.” 

Pope's  Imitation  of  Horace,  2.  Ep.  Book  2d.  v.  127.. 
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believe,  but  that  his  Friend  Bonbonous  help’d  him 
out  with  thefe  pretty  Encomiums,  with  which  he  is 
in  many  Places  fo  fweetly  befprinkled. 

The  Manner  too  in  which  they  would  have  their 
own  Authority  eftablifh’d,  as  the  dernier  Refort 
both  in  the  Way  of  Evidence ,  and  likewife  in  that 
of  Tribunal  and  Judgment ,  is  very  remarkable. 

No  Difpute  of  any  Sort  can  fubfift  for  the  lead 
Time,  unlefs  certain  leading  Fadts  are  affirmed  by 
one  Side,  and  pofitively  contrad idled  by  the  other. 
Now  to  find  out  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe  in  fuch 
Circumftances,  the  common  and  indeed  the  only 
Way,  is  to  call  in  fuch  indifferent  and  difmterefted 
Perfons,  as  have  had  Accefs  to  know  any  thing  of 
the  Matter.  For  there  are  but  few,  whofe  known 
Coolnefs  and  Candour,  have  ever  intitled  them  to 
appear  in  any  other  Refpedt,  than  as  a  kind  of  co¬ 
lateral  Evidences  for  themfelves.  And  as  even  in 
that  Cafe  it  may  be  affum’d  as  a  general  Truth, 
that  the  Judgment  of  every  Man  engaged  in  a  Con- 
teft,  is  to  a  certain  Degree,  impofed  upon  by  his 
Paffions ;  it  is  only  therefore  according  to  the  lefs 
Influence  of  thefe,  that  the  Authority  of  his  Judg¬ 
ment  is  at  all  allowed  of.  But  when  it  appears, 
that  his  Paffions  are  uncommonly  irritated  and  im¬ 
petuous,  and  his  Refentment  very  fharp  and  keen, 
it  is  evident  that  the  moft  confcientious  Affirmations 
he  can  utter,  will  then  go  for  nothing  with  the 
World.  Becaufe  it  is  manifefl:  that  his  Faculties, 
both  of  Memory  and  Underflanding,  being  in  that 
turbulent  Agitation,  are  as  thorougly  corrupted 
by  the  Virulence  of  Party  Spirit,  as  the  Body  ever 
is,  in  the  Cafe  of  a  genera!  Leprofy.  And  indeed 
this  Maladie  du  Cceur  C?  de  C  Am e^  is  of  fuch  a  kind, 
as  to  dilcover  itfelf  by  Exanthemata  and  other  Symp¬ 
toms,  as  regularly  appearing  as  thefe  of  that  Dif- 
temper,  or  indeed  of  any  other.  For  then  his  Works 
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will  not  only  be  thick  covered  over  with  evident 
Contradictions  to  plain  FaCls,  but  interfperfed  with 
fuch  fpiteful  and  purulent  Reflexions  againfl  his  Ad- 
verfary,  that  they  may  be  faid  molt  literally  to 
refemble  the  morbid  Spots  and  Scabs,  which  are 
thrown  out  from  within,  in  the  Cafe  of  that  loathfome 
Difeafe.  And  we  may  therefore  fafely  conclude, 
that  the  moll  folemn  Declarations,  of  any  Perfon 
or  Perfons,  againfl  whom  there  is  this  material  Ob¬ 
jection,  will  never  in  their  own  Cafe  be  of  fufficient 
Credit,  to  fatisfy  the  neutral  Part  of  Mankind. 

But  however  it  does  not  appear,  that  this  plain 
Truth  was  fo  clear  to  this  quadruple  Alliance  in 
Phyfick,  fince  their  Manner  of  giving  Evidence 
for  themfelves,  runs  pretty  much  in  this  diverting 
Strain,  thro3  the  whole  of  the  Reply. 

W e  four,  fay  they,  having  great  Faith  as  Chrif- 
tians,  and  much  Honour  as  Gentlemen,  and  withal 
having  fufficient  Authority  fo  to  declare,  as  being  all 
of  us  Evidences  for  each  other,  and  every  Man  for 
himfelf  5  We  therefore  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 
do  moil  pofitively  affirm,  that  it  is  a  Thing  abfo- 
lutely  impoffible  for  us,  to  be  at  any  Time,  or  in 
the  lead  Degree,  miflaken  in  our  Pradlice  \  the 
Proof  of  which  they  have  given  us  in  a  Latin  Sen¬ 
tence,  Non  licet  in  Medicina  femel  peccare.  And  as 
one  of  their  Number  had  publiffied  a  Diary  of  Mr. 
Baker's  Diflemper,  they  would  proceed  by  the  fame 
imperial  Authority,  to  impofe  this  on  Dr.  Blair ,  as 
9  Standard  in  the  Controverfy  *9  tho5  it  would  have 
been  better  for  them,  fir  ft  to  have  pretended  to  be 
divinely  infpired,  beeaufe  by  that  they  might  have 
had  a  Precedent,  to  talk  in  the  Stile  of  a  Turk 
holding  forth  his  Koran  to  a  Chriflian.  For  furely 
they  look  and  ipeak  as  big  as  any  Mahometan  of 
them  ail,  when  they  declare,  That  whatever  Symp¬ 
toms  are  not  recorded  in  this  Diarv,  or  whatever 
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Medicines  are  not  there  mentioned  to  have  had  fuch 
and  fuch  Effects,  we  muft  politively  and  particularly 
deny,  however  fupported  they  may  be  by  Witnefles, 
or  however  agreeable  to  other  known  Circum fiances  5 
becaufe  we  infill,  that  there  is  no  other  Way  of 
determining  this  controverted  Fad,  than  by  our 
foie  Authority.  And  fince  Dr.  Blair  had  defended 
and  fupported  his  State  of  the  Cafe,  by  the  Decla¬ 
rations  and  Oaths  of  Mr.  Baker’s  whole  Family,  as 
well  as  all  his  Friends  and  Relations  that  were  then 
about  him  ;  We,  therefore,  fay  they,  take  upon 
us  in  our  Confciences  to  declare,  that  this  is  a  moft 
fcandalous  and  illegal  intrenching  himfelf  in  the  Learn¬ 
ing  of  a  Farrago  of  Affidavits  and  Certificates ,  rather 
than  in  the  Opinion  of  the  great  Men  of  the  Frofeffton , 
for  this  very  good  Reafon,  becaufe  the  Difpute  is 
not  as  to  a  Matter  of  Opinion,  but  as  to  a  Matter 
of  Fad,  where  the  Judgment  of  no  Phyficians  can 
be  decifive,  without  there  is  laid  before  them,  the 
whole  Series  of  Fads,  properly  fupported  by  Wit- 
neffes  of  Impartiality,  Honefty,  and  Judgment  ; 
and  if  the  Cafe  admits  of  it,  above  Fear,  Depen-* 
dence,  or  Temptation. 

Now  had  thefe  Gentlemen  been  educated  in  the 
Law,  and  employed,  fuppofe  in  the  Cafe  of  a  dif- 
puted  Efface,  by  one  of  the  Parties  that  claim’d  it, 
their  Language  at  the  Par  by  way  of  Anfwer  to  a 
Proof  led  by  the  oppofite  Party,  would  run  pretty 
much  in  this  Strain. 

Why  will  you  bring  us  in  this  Muller  Roll  of 
Witneffes,  efpecially  ot  fuch  low  Creatures,  as 
Servants,  Farmers,  Stewards,  or  Day-Labourers, 
by  way  of  entrenching  yourfelves  in  your  Rights, 
and  making  out  your  Titles  to  this  Efface  ?  for  as 
this  is  a  Sort  of  Proof  the  hrfl  ot  the  Kind  that  ever 
was  offer’d  in  fuch  a  Cafe  *,  fo  we  think  it  muck 

C  2  beneath 

*  Sec  the  Preface  to  the  Reply  near  the  Bottom  of  the  6th  Page. 
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beneath  our  Dignity,  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  in” 
tend,  only  to  bring  in  the  Opinion  of  fuch  of  our 
Brethren  of  the  Law,  as  we  alone  think  proper  to 
apply  to  :  And  as  we  claim  to  ourfelves  the  foie 
Prerogative  of  laying  before  thefe  Counfellors  our 
State  of  the  Cafe,  and  our  Manner  of  reprefenting 
the  FaCts,  we  are  very  confident,  that  they  muft 
give  their  Judgment  in  our  Favours,  without  the 
leaft  Hefitation  ;  and  to  in  force  the  whole  they 
might  add,  that  were  this  Motion  of  theirs  allow’d 
of,  and  once  edablifh’d  in  all  Courts  of  Juftice,  it 
would  quicken  the  Decifion  of  Law  Suits  much 
fader,  than  any  Thing  of  the  Kind  that  has  been 
lately  edablifh’d,  by  his  Majefty  of  Pruffia . 

But  it  is  Time  now  to  fhift  the  Scene,  that  I  may 
give  you  a  little  more  in  Detail,  the  principal  Points 
in  Difpute,  and  withal  that  Kind  of  Evidence  that 
is  brought  by  each  Party,  to  fupport  their  feperate 
Affertions. 

The  firft  material  Article  that  is  contra  verted, 
is,  Whether  this  Night  of  the  nth  of  July,  which 
is  called  the  14 th  Night  of  Mr.  Baker’s  lilnefs, 
when  Dr.  Blair  was  called  in,  was  look’d  upon, 
and  judged  by  the  other  four  Phyficians,  really, 
truly,  and  bona  fide ,  to  be  a  Critical  Night  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Mr.  Baker’s  Didemper  :  By  which  it  mud 
be  underftood,  that  thefe  four  Gentlemen,  or  at  lead 
the  Majority  of  them,  entertained  certain  Hopes 
and  Expectations,  from  feme  Symptoms  or  Rea- 
Ions  bed  known  to  themfelves,  that  the  Didemper 
would  take  a  favourable  Turn  that  Night,  and 
therefore  till  that  was  over,  they  conceived  that  Mr. 
Baker  had  dill  a  good  Chance  for  his  Life.  Now 
this  Story  of  the  Crifis  is  particularly  aderted,  and 
often  repeated  in  the  Diary ,  in  their  Reply ,  and  was 
the  only  plaufible  Thing  they  had  to  fay,  by  way  of 
Complaint  againd  Dr.  Blair,  in  their  Letters  both 

to 
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to  Dr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Frewin  ;  for  this  Jaft  Gentle¬ 
man  particularly  mentions  it  in  his  Anfwer  to  Dr. 
Rogers .  “  I  muft  therefore,  declare,  fays  he,  that 

“  I  think  it  a  Point  agreed  on  by  the  belt  Prac- 
<c  titioners  and  Writers,  that  at  a  Time  when  a 
<c  Crifis  is  at  hand,  (which  you  fay  the  Gentlemen 
‘c  expeCted  the  fourteenth  Night,)  Nature  fhould 
<c  not  be  interrupted  by  Bleeding,  or  any  other 
<c  Evacuation.”  You  will  eafily  obferve  then,  that 
this  Affirmation  of  a  critical  Night,  is  the  Corner- 
Stone  of  their  Story,  upon  the  Truth  or  Falffiood 
of  which,  the  whole  Building  they  have  raifed  up¬ 
on  it,  muft  ftand  or  fall  to  Shivers. 

But  what  fhall  we  think  of  this  bold  Afiertion  of 
theirs,  in  which  their  Faith,  and  their  Honour,  and 
their  Confcience,  are  fo  much  concerned,  if  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  an  Evidence,  which  they  have  never  as 
yet  in  all  their  Defences  dared  to  contradict  ;  which 
is,  that  three  of  them  pofitively,  particularly,  nay, 
with  a  remarkable  Solemnity,  declared  that  Night 
to  all  Mr.  Baker  s  Friends,  that  their  Patient  Mr. 
Baker  was  a  dying  Man ,  and  could  not  furvive . 
That  this  Night  then,  was  a  critical  Night,  appears 
very  evidently,  not  to  have  been  the  Opinion  of 
either  Dr.  Connell ,  Dr.  Flaherty ,  or  Dr.  Bonbonous  ; 
but  Dr.  Rogers  being  fince  hard  pufti’d  as  to  his 
critical  Night,  has  thought  proper  to  lay  afide  the 
plural  Number,  and  talks  of  it  only  as  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  Opinion  ;  tho5  in  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Frewin ,  it 
appears  that  he  told  him,  without  the  leaf!  Scruple, 
44  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  all  the  four  Gentlemen 
of  fogood  a  Character,  that  this  Night  was  a  critical 
Night  d’  now  to  pull  him  out  of  this  Difficulty,  will 
require  only  a  new  Exertion  of  his  Faith  as  a  Chrif- 
tian,  and  his  Honour  as  a  Gentleman,  which  he 
ufes  like  two  Pu  1  lies  in  a  Piece  of  Machinery,  for 
the  raffing  every  Weight  that  lies  upon  him,  tho’ 
3  he 
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he  has  not  confider’d  that  thefe  excellent  Goods  of  his, 
if  not  ufed  with  Difcretion,  are  liable  to  go  to 
pieces  by  being  overloaded.  But  again  I  muft  in¬ 
form  you,  that  there  are  Prefumptions,  and  thofe 
not  one  or  two  but  feveral,  which  make  it  out  to 
me  very  evident,  that  it  does  not  appear ,  that  even 
Dr .  Rogers  himfelf  confidered  that  Night  as  a 
critical  Night  notwithftanding  all  he  has  fince  faid 
to  the  contrary.  For  fir  ft,  tho  he  has  been  often  called 
upon,  he  has  not  thought  it  proper  to  fhew  that  he  ever 
faid  that  Evening  to  Phyfician,  Friend,  or  Servant, 
that,  that  Night  would  be  a  critical  Night.  For  his 
faying,  ex  poft  facto  ^  that  he  then  thought  fo,  is  evi¬ 
dence  to  nobody  becaufe  had  he  thought  fo,  it  was 
highly  incumbent  upon  him  to  have  informed  the 
Phyficians  of  it,  as  well  as  comforted  the  Family 
with  that  remarkable  Circumftance,  and  as  he  did 
neither  of  thefe  two  Things  that  Night,  it  is  to  me 
fufficient  Proof,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was  a 
Crifis  approaching. 

Again,  Mr.  Newcomen  has  declared  in  his  Certi¬ 
ficate,  what  is  indeed  well  known  to  the  Family, 
That  the  other  three  Phyficians  having  come  to  Mr. 
Baker’s  Lodging  feme  Time  before  Dr.  Rogers , 
and  being  afked.  What  they  thought  of  Mr.  Baker  ? 
refus’d  giving  their  Opinion  till  Dr.  Rogers  came, 
and  after  being  in  Confultation  with  Dr.  Rogers , 
(for  whole  Judgment,  it  is  fufficiently  known,  they 
had  the  greateft  Deference)  they  then  came  down, 
and  told  the  Family,  with  the  utmoft  Concern, 
that  poor  Mr.  Baker  had  been  given  over ,  and  that 
they  did  not  expebi  he  would  furvive  that  Night ; 
befides,  when  he  himfelf  came  down,  and  was  afked 
his  Opinion,  as  he  owns  in  his  Diary ,  by  a  Crowd 
of  People,  he  refufed  giving  any  Anfwer,  becaufe, 
as  he  there  mentions,  he  had  comforted  the  Family 
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above  by  telling  them.  That  one  Mr.  Lennox  had  lain 
in  that  Houfe ,  in.  that  Room ,  and  in  that  Bed ,  and  had 
recovered:  For  it  was  furely  a  great  Confolation  to 
the  Friends  of  a  Man  in  a  defperate  Fever,  to  tell 
them,  that  a  Perfon  in  an  Ague,  a  Pal  fie,  a  Con- 
fumption,  or  even  a  Fever  of  that,  or  any  other 
kind,  had  recovered  once  upon  the  fame  Spot  of 
Ground.  But  after  this  obftinate  Silence  of  his,  he 
fays,  he  whifpered  to  himfelf  as  he  went  into  his 
Chair,  “  That  he  hoped [omething  would  turn  out  foon 
“  in  Mr.  Bakerb  Favour ,  otherwife  it  was  likely 
“  Things  would  go  hard  with  him”  which,  in  no 
Senle  can  be  conftrued  as  an  Expectation  of  a  Crifis, 
but  only  as  it  literally  is,  a  faint  Hope  ufhering  in 
a  defperate  Fear.  - — —  But  there  is,  befides  this,  a 
ftronger  Proof  from  Mr.  Peter  CoJJart ,  who  is  Bro¬ 
ther  to  Mrs.  Baker ,  and  declares  in  his  Certificate, 
that  Dr.  Bonbonous  (who  came  to  him  to  defire  a 
Clergyman  fhould  be  fent  for  to  prepare  Mrs.  Baker 
for  her  Hufband’s  Death)  being  afk’d  the  next 
Morning,  in  his  Prefence,  in  Mr.  Baker's  Dining¬ 
room,  if  it  was  of  himfelf  only  that  he  defired  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Madras ,  or  any  other  Perfon  fhould  be 
fent  for  to  prepare  his  Sifter  ?  the  faid  Dr.  Bonbo- 
nous  anfwered,  “  That  it  was  not  of  himfelf  he  did 
“  fo ,  but  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  all  his  Phyficians 
c<  that  he  could  not  furvive ,  fo  they  deputed  him ,  as 
u  being  heft  known  in  the  Family ,  to  acquaint  them 
“  with  his  Condition ,  and  that  they  thought  it  proper 
“  Mrs.  Baker  fhould  be  prepared  to  receive  that  me - 
cc  lancholy  News.”  Thefe  Words  of  Mr.  Cojfart’s 
Certificate,  have,  I  think,  very  clearly  fettled  that 
material  Point  of  the  critical  Night,  which  comes 
out  to  be  only  an  imaginary  Aflumptiou  of  Dr. 
Rogers  and  the  other  three  Gentlemen,  and  that 

they 


[  i6  ] 

they  only  introduced  it  afterwards  to  piece  and  patch 
up  their  State  of  the  Cafe  *. 

I  cannot  leave  this  Article  without  acquainting 
you  of  the  Way,  in  which,  thefe  four  Gentlemen 

*  I  fancy  Dr.  Rogers  muft  have  had  in  his  Eye,  all  this  Time, 
the  Death  of  the  Patient  as  the  grand  Crifis  of  the  Difeafe,  fince 
Hippocrates ,  in  feveral  Places,  has  particularly  mentioned  it  un¬ 
der  that  Character ;  for  in  his  frit  Book,  tuv  v,  he  calls 

the  Crifis  of  a  Diftemper,  an  Advance  either  to  Life  or  Death , 
or  an  Inclination  either  to  he  better  or  worfe,  l<w\  aulvpiqv  r>  oXs- 
Qfov,  I)  pottvv  £7rl  to  oljjceivov  7)  to  ^Tpov.  So  this  is  a  falvo  for  the 
Doctor’s  puzling  Affertion.  Nay,  vve  fhall  give  him  another 
Authority  from  Hipocrates ,  ftill  ftronger  than  the  lad,  in  his 
Piece,  kolQvv,  fo  come  to  a  Crifis  in  a  Diftemper ,  fays  he,  is 
when  the  Sick  either  grow  better  or  grow  worfe ,  or  fall  into  ano¬ 
ther  Diftemper ,  or  expire ,  Jifincr^oci  Zriv  lv  roio-i  vbtohtiv,  otccv  <xi  vnact, 
fl  ayfomei,  yi  (aoc^ouvovIoci  v)  fjcelizTirlorliScriv  'tregov  vacrripM  rj  tsAeu- 
ruo-iv  ;  fo  that  if  Mr.  Baker  had  died,  the  learned  Doctor  would 
no  doubt  have  cried  out,  “  Behold  the  Crifis  is  come  to  pafs, 
“  which  both  I,  and  Hipocrates  apprehended  and  foretold.”— 
The  Story  of  critical  Days,  was  common  among  the  ancient 
Phyficians,  who  talk  of  different  Suites  of  them,  fometimes  they 
mention  one,  of  the  7th,  the  14th,  20th,  27th,  34th,  40th, 
60th,  80th,  100th,  1 20th,  itfc.  Another  Series  they  have,  of 
the  3d,  5th,  9th,  nth,  and  fo  on;  and  fometimes  the  6th, 
8th,  10th,  1 2th,  &c.  all  of  which  may  be  feen  more  at  large, 
in  Galen's  Account  of  Critical  Days  ;  fo  that  there  is  not  a  Day 
to  be  mentioned,  for  which  a  Phyfician  may  not  get  an  Authori¬ 
ty,  to  help  him  out  with  a  critical  Day.  But  the  expecting  the 
Regularity  of  thefe  critical  Days,  in  Fevers,  elpecially  in  our 
northern  Climates,  has  been  long  laughed  at,  and  given  up  by 
all  the  pradical  Phyficians.  Nay,  the  knowing  the  Approach 
of  a  Crifis  by  Symptoms,  is  fo  difficult,  that  Boerhaave  talking 
of  them  in  his  Infiitutes ,  Numb.  934,  and  935,  declares.  That 
an  ignorant  Diftindiion  of  them  is  the  fulleft  of  Mifchief  and  Dan¬ 
ger ■,  for  they  are  often  co? founded  with  the  Symptoms ,  that  arife 
from  the  Caufe  of  the  Difeafe ,  from  the  Difeafe  itjelf,  and  from 
the  crude  Matter  of  the  Difeafe ,  from  whence  (concludes  he) 
for  the  mofi  part  there  follows  a  mojt  ill-omen  d  and  unhappy  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyfick  ;  His  W ords  are,  having  juft  mentioned  the  Sym- 
ptomata  Critica.- — * — - Horum  diftindio  difficilis,  Ignoratio  damni, 
&  periculi,  pleniflima,  fsepius  enim  confunduntur  cum  fymptoma- 
tibus  a  caufa  morbi,  morbo,  vel  cruda  materie  morbi,  ortis, 
unde  pier  unique  jequitur,  infaufiffma  medendi  methodus . 
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have  endeavoured  to  fhelter  themfelves  from  thefe 
material  WitnefTes,  for  as  they  knew  they  were 
Men  of  Character,  they  could  not  fay,  they  were 
brib’d  or  overaw’d,  but  forfooth,  they  infinuate, 
that  thefe  Gentlemen  figned  their  Certificates  out  of 
Compaffion  to  Dr.  Blair  ^  and  fo  pals  them  over* 
Now  to  alfert,  that  a  Man  would  perjure  himfelf 
out  of  Pity,  is  an  Afperfion  ridiculous  and  incon- 
fiftent  in  the  very  Terms  of  it ;  but  to  fay  the 
Truth,  thefe  four  Gentlemen  were  fenfible,  that 
there  was  a  Rottennefs  and  a  deep  Sore  in  this  Part 
of  their  Story,  and  therefore  thought  it  belt  to  fikin 
it  over  in  that  manner,  as  the  readied  Way  of  cover¬ 
ing  it  up  from  the  publick  Eye. 

The  fecond  Point  is,  whether  Mr.  Baker  was 
really  better  the  next  morning  after  Dr.  Blair  had 
prefcribed  for  him  ? 

This  is  a  Fad  fo  well  known  to  the  whole  Family, 
that  it  is  particularly  mentioned  by  all  of  them  in 
their  Certificates ;  nay,  there  are  two  People  who 
were  prefent  when*  Dodors  Connell  and  Bonbonous 
came  in,  and  who  declare,  that  thefe  two  Phyficians 
were  fo  fenfible  of  Mr.  Baker’s  being  better,  that 
Dr.  Bonbonous  exprefled  his  Uneafinefs  at  the  Ap- 
plaufe  Dr.  Blair  would  have,  in  cafe  of  Mr.  Baker’s 
Recovery,  to  which  Dr.  Connell  anfwered,  that  he 
did  not  care  if  it  was  an  Old  Kercher  Woman ,  fo 
his  Friend  Mr.  Baker  recovered  *,  and  thefe  are  Par¬ 
ticulars  which  neither  Dodors  Connell  nor  Bonbo¬ 
nous  have  contradided  in  their  Reply.  Dr.  Rogers 
however  pretends,  that  Mr.  Baker  only  barely 
firuggled  through  a  bad  Night,  nay,  in  his  Diary , 
he  fays  roundly,  that  he  pajjed  that  Night  worfe  than 
any  before ,  when  the  whole  Family  teflify  the  con¬ 
trary,  by  a  Circumftance  of  which  they  were  all 
I  Judges,  which  was,  his  being  delirious  the  Night 
I  before,  and  the  next  Morning  fo  fenfible,  that  he 
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anfwered  every  Queftion  thac  was  put  to  him  very 
pertinently  ;  nay,  Mrs.  Perdriau  who  was  up  with 
him  all  that  Night,  not  only  declares,  that  he  was 
better  in  all  his  Complaints,  but  that  Dr.  Connell 
when  he  came  that  Morning,  acknowledged  it  to  her 
without  the  lead  Scruple.  I  muff  here  acquaint 
you  that  in  the  Cafe  of  this  Lady,  the  four  Phyfi- 
cians  have  given  an  excellent  Specimen  of  their  Arts 
upon  Witnelfes  •,  for  as  fhe  happens  to  be  in  a  Way  of 
Life  that  is  in  feme  Dependence  on  the  Pubiick, 
Dr.  Bonbonous  in  particular,  took  care  to  acquaint 
her,  in  very  high  Terms,  that  die  was  at  the  Mercy 
of  him  and  fome  of  his  Friends,  who  would  defer t 
her  Houfe  if  fhe  did  not  retradl  her  Certificate, 
which  Threatning  was  uttered  in  the  Prefence  of 
Mr.  Baker  the  Patient  lo  often  mentioned,  the 
Truth  of  which  he  is  ready  to  declare  to  all  whom 
it  may  concern.  Her  Father  and  Brother  have,  indeed, 
publifhed  a  Declaration,  which  means  no  more, 
than  that  Dr.  Bonbonous  did  neither  threaten  to  kill 
her  nor  poifon  her,  nay,  the  Father  fays  more,  viz . 
“  tfhat  Dr.  Bonbonous  importunately  applied  to  him 
“  in  favour  of  his  faid  Daughter  ^  and  would  not  quit  him 
“  until  he  had  extorted  a  Promife  from  him ,  that 
<c  he  would  not  jhew  to  his  faid  Daughter  any 
Marks  of  his  Difpleafure  for  her  adling  fo  im - 
“  pudently .”  This  lafl  Paragraph  fhews,  ftronger 
than  any  Thing,  the  Bitternefs  with  which  Dr. 
Bonbonous  had  fpoke  of  it,  both  to  the  Daughter  and 
Father  before  her  figning  the  Re  Eradiation,  with 
which,  it  feems,  he  was  a  little  pacified ;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  whole  of  this  Affair  is  a  molt  authentick 
Evidence  againfl  themfelves.  However,  by  thefe 
Means  they  prevailed  upon  the  poor  Woman  to 
fign  a  Paper,  which  fhews,  in  every  Line  of  it, 
the  greatetl  Diffraction  of  Mind,  as  it  runs  pretty 
much  in  this  odd  Manner,  “  That  being  under  great 
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Terrors  and  Apprehenfions  of  what  would  happen 
to  her  from  figning  her  Certificate  ro  Dr.  Blair  ^  (he 
now  begs  the  World  to  believe  fhe  had  Eyes  and 
Ears,  but  could  neither  fee  nor  hear;  and  that  every 
Circumjtance ,  nay ,  every  Expreffion  that  fhe  had  afcd 
in  her  Certificate ,  a  ad  to  which  flee  was  fuppofed  to 
have  ajjented  to ,  muft  he  difowned ,  revoked ,  and  con - 
ceived  to  he  void  and  null."  I  think  the  publifhing 
this  Paper  fhows  the  greated  Eminence  of  Wil'dom 
in  four  fuch  learned  Heads,  who  could  conceive, 
that  the  Tendency  of  it  could  in  the  lead  afiid  their 
tottering  Caufe,  when  their  Adverfary  could  not 
have  wiflied  for  any  other  TranfaCtion,  or  any 
other  Paper  which  could  ftrengthen  or  brighten  up 
his  Caufe  half  fo  much.  Nay,  this  Affair  is  the 
ftronged  Proof  that  could  be  given  of  their  mod 
indefatigable  Labour,  to  influence  all  thofe  thatJie 
within  che  Circle  of  their  Reach,  and  is,  to  be  fure, 
the  bed  Commentary  that  could  be  given  on  the 
Behaviour  of  two  poor  illiterate  Women,  who  were 
Nurfe- tenders,  and  who  in  their  Certificates  have 
fhufled  and  drifted  backwards  and  forwards,  till 
at  length  they  have  been  brought  upon  Oath  to 
contradict  the  plain  Evidence  of  Mr.  Baker’s  whole 
Family  and  Friends,  as  if  any  indifferent  Perfon 
could  ever  conceive,  that  the  Interefi  and  Concern 
of  every  Friend,  Relation  and  Servant,  did  not 
render  them  more  faithful  Regiders  of  every  Turn 
of  Mr.  Baker’s  Didemper  than  thofe  ignorant 
Creatures,  who,  to  be  lure,  both  apprehended  and 
knew  that  their  daily  Bread  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  at  the  Mercy  of  thefe  four  Phyficians.  The 
Character  of  one  of  the  Nurfe-tenders  dands  tainted 
in  a  former  Affair,  and  fuch  a  Practice,  I  find,  has 
not  been  unufual  here  among  Phyficians  of  the  fird 
Pas,  as  it  is  faid  a  Difcovery  was  made  of  fome 
tampering  of  the  like  kind  that  was  praCtifed  upon 
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one  Joan  Dyer,  who  being  to  be  hanged  For  fome 
other  Crime,  declared  at  her  Execution  her  having 
given  a  falfe  Evidence  in  a  phyfical  Affair,  as  fhe 
faid,  fhe  could  not  depart  in  Peace,  till  fhe  had 
cleared  her  Confcience  of  that  Piece  of  Iniquity. 

But  before  I  leave  this  Point  of  Mr.  Raker's  being 
better  next  Morning,  I  mud  mention  a  Circum- 
ftance  to  you  from  the  Diary ,  which  will  throw 
fome  more  Light  upon  it,  though  it  may  now  feem 
to  need  but  little..  They  there  declare,  or  Dr.  Ro¬ 
gers  declares  for  them,  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
That  it  was  more  wondered  at  by  fome ,  how ,  under 
fuch  calamitous  Circumfiances  as  they  gave  out ,  they 
**  four  were  prevailed  upon  to  re  continue  their  Care  of 
Mr.  Baker. 59  Obferve,  a  Moment,  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  which  they  faw  themfelves  involved  :  Mr. 
Baker  was  given  over  by  them  the  Night  before,  is 
judged  by  them  to  be  worfe  next  Day,  and  yet 
they  were  prevailed  upon,  then ,  to  recontinue  their 
Care.  It  is  no  Wonder,  that  they  are  a  little  puz- 
led  to  reconcile  thefe  Particulars  and  therefore,  in 
the  Name  of  Every  Body ,  they  have  put  down  a 
Couple  of  Reafons,  by  way  of  ftrong  Motives,  to 
reconcile  this  Appearance  of  Inconfiftency  in  their 
Behaviour  ^  and  they  have  placed  them  too,  in  the 
manner  of  Alternatives,  that  in  cafe  one  of  them  is 
not  thought  powerful  enough,  the  other  may  be 
fuppofed  to  help  it  out.  For  it  is  there  mentioned, 
that  after  Every  Body  had  wondred  a  little  at  their 
Reaffumption  of  their  Patient,  who,  by  their  Ac¬ 
count  of  him,  was  then  polling  to  Death,  yet  Every 
Body  at  the  fame  Time  did  them  Juft  ice,  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  “  It  mufi  be  the  Effeffi  of  an  unbounded  Be- 
nevolence  to  Mankind ,3J  or ,  u  Of  fome  extraordinary 
Friendfhip ,  and  Affettion,  for  that  poor  diflreffed 
Gentleman You’ll  take  Notice,  that  every 
[yford  in  thefe  two  Reafons,  has  the  Air  of  fome- 
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King  fuperabundant,  fupernatural,  and  indeed  mi¬ 
raculous,  as  their  Benevolence  firfl  flafhes  out  wide 
and  broad  upon  the  univerfal  Community  of  Man¬ 
kind,  and  then  in  an  Inftant  contracts  itfelf,  as  by 
Focus  to  a  Speck,  making  the  large  Circumference 
of  their  Affection  for  the  whole  Species,  dart  upon 
the  fingle  Perfon  of  a  poor  difirejjed  Gentleman.  But 
we  mull  here  make  the  old  Obfervation,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  Man  dares  not  tell  the  true  Motive  of  his 
Conduct,  he  commonly  betrays  himfelf,  by  giving 
fomething  that  is  incredibly  grand  and  magnificent; 
for  a  very  plain  Reafon,  becaufe  when  one  is  oblig¬ 
ed  to  invent,  why  mayn’t  he  give  us  the  b eft  Crop 
of  his  Fancy  rather  than  any  other.  Thus  they 
go  on,  however,  frankly  to  declare,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  their  fupernatural  Emanations  of  Af¬ 
fection,  they  found  themfelves  not  a  little  puzzled 
to  determine,  whether  they  fhould  proceed  to  cure, 
or  not  to  cure  Mr.  Baker,  becaufe  as  they  are  pleas’d 
to  exprefs  it,  “  they  were  very  fenfible  of  the  inex - 
<c  tricable  Dilemma of  bad  Confequences  either  way, 
and  (having,  as  it  would  appear,  confulted  De- 
moivre  upon  Chances,  or  fome  other  good  Author 
upon  the  Art  of  Betting)  declared,  that  though 
they  knew  the  Advantage  of  the  Lay  was  one  way, 
yet  they  were  obliged  to  take  the  lofing  Side  for 
themfelves;  and  this  I  afifure  you  is  literally  the 
Subftance  of  a  Paragraph,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
the  22d  Page  of  their  Diary.  For  the  Conclufion, 
however,  of  this  intricate  Soliloquy,  they  have 
quoted  Virgil's  famous  Diftich  of  Sic  vos  non  vobis , 
&c.  which  they  illufirate  and  improve  upon  by 
their  Afterbehaviour,  which  is  the  plain,  though 
voluminous  Commentary  upon  every  Man’s  Writ¬ 
ings,  fince  they  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear, 
that  they  not  only  underflood,  but  could  paraphrafe 
upon  the  Original ;  for  I  don’t  agravate  Matters  in 
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the  lead,  when  I  tell  you,  that  they  made  a  Refo 
Jution,  not  only  to  take  PoflefTion  of  the  -Honey  9 
but  to  fmoak  out  the  Bees  •,  and  that  they  were 
eagerly  inclined  to  have  executed  this  laft  Particular, 
I  fhall  fhow  you  by-and-by,  in  a  Couple  of  remark¬ 
able  Inftances. 

The  %d  Particular  in  Difpute  is  more  properly 
phyfical,  than  any  of  the  preceding.  For  it  con¬ 
cerns  three  Things  that  were  order’d  by  Dr.  Blair , 
viz.  Whether  weak  Water  Sack  Whey,  or  ftrong 
pure  Port  Whey,  ought  to  have  been  given  Mr. 
Baker  ?  Whether  bleeding  him  at  all,  was  not  im¬ 
proper,  on  Account  of  its  being  a  critical  Night  ? 
and  the  third  is,  Whether  the  Pinclura  Antiphthyfica , 
which  was  given  him  among  other  Things  in  a 
Julap,  was  not  a  poifonous  Ingredient,  which  had 
never  been  prefcribed  by  any  Phyfician  ? 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Difpute,  the  firft  Thing 
objected  to  Dr.  Blair ,  was  his  having  changed  Mr. 
Baker' s  Drink,  from  the  Whey  which  was  made 
with  pure  tin  mix’d  red  Port  Wine,  to  a  weak  Whey 
made  of  Sack  and  Water.  To  which  he  gave  this 
Anfwer,  That  as  he  found  Mr.  Baker  delirious , 
(which  is  attefted  by  the  Family,  and  acknowledged 
by  the  Phyficians  themfelves)  it  was  wrong  to  con¬ 
tinue  that  ftrong  intoxicating  Whey,  and  therefore 
proper  to  give  him  fomething  that  was  Jefs  hurtful 
to  his  Head.  Now  Dr.  Rogers  had  a  private  Reafon 
perfonally  to  refent  this  Alteration,  becaufe,  on  his 
being  called  in  upon  the  other  three,  it  was  by  his 
peculiar  Diredlion,  that  Mr.  Baker's  Drink  was 
changed  from  Sack  Whey  to  that  made  with  pure 
Port .  For  he  thought  he  could  ftop  the  Patient’s 
Lax  by  its  Aftringency,  without  attending  to  the 
Danger  of  the  Delirium,  which  he  was  thus  in- 
creafing  by  every  Draught.  It  grieved  him  there¬ 
fore  to  the  Heart,  to  think  that  Dr,  Blair  had  laid 
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afide  the  principal  Thing  he  had  prefcribed  after 
his  joining  his  three  Brethren  *,  in  order  therefore  to 
juftify  himfelf,  he  threatens  in  his  Diary ,  and  talks 
indeed,  as  if  he  was  juft  proceeding  to  prove  the 
Paradox,  “  That  pure  Port  Whey  was  lefs  fiery  and 
“  intoxicating ,  than  Water  Sack  Whey?'  But  while 
you  are  expe&ing  the  Detail  of  the  Proof,  he 
wheels,  and  makes  a  hidden  Afcent  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Wheys,  to  that  of  Wines  ;  of  which  he 
talks  very  fyftematically,  under  the  two  States,  of  P&- 
rity  and  Impurity ,  In  the  impure  State,  he  fays, 

red  Port  Wine  is  only  primed  with  Brandy,  where¬ 
as  Canary  which  is  firft,  according  to  him,  white 
Lijhon ,  has  a  full  Charge  of  Brandy  poured  upon  it, 
with  fome  fweetning  Additions.  But  tin  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  genuine  State  of  both  the  Wines,  he 
talks  of  the  adtive  Salts,  and  the  effential  Oils,  with 
a  large  Portion  of  folar  Rays,  as  being  the  Stamina 
of  Canary  Wine,  and  e  contra  of  the  vaft  Number  of 
watry  Particles ,  which  make  up  the  Port  Wine  ; 
which  imaginary  Theory,  is  the  more  ridiculous, 
as  it  runs  quite  loofe  of  the  Queftion  ;  for  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  beft  chymical  Account  that  can  be 
given  of  the  two  Wines,  could  never  make  it  ap¬ 
pear,  that  pure  original  Port  Whey  without  Water, 
is  a  Drink  more  cool  and  diluting  than  Canary 
Whey  when  it  is  made  with  a  large  Quantity  of 
Water.  But  as  Dr.  Rogers  was  refolved  to  pufti  at 
this  at  any  Rate,  he  condemns  it,  firft  as  a  coo! 
flippery  Drink  in  one  Place,  and  then,  by  an  un¬ 
lucky  Overfight,  attacks  it  as  hot  and  intoxicating 
in  another.  Which  Inconfiftency  had  laid  him 
open  to  a  Joke  of  Dr.  Blair ,  who  obferves  in  his 
Cafe,  that  the  other  learned  Do£lor  in  the  true 
Spirit  of  a  controverfial  Writer,  was  equally  pre¬ 
pared  to  prove  either  Side  of  the  Queftion,  by  way 
of  (hewing  the  vaft  Reach  of  his  Faculties,  and  the 
5  *  different 
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different  Ways  he  could  fliifc  the  Powers  of  his 
Underftanding.  “  For  if  he  affirms  Port  Wine  to  he 
ftrcng ,  Dr.  Rogers  affirms  it  to  he  weak  \  and  if  he 
“  affirms  it  to  he  weak ,  Dr.  Rogers  will  prove  it  to  he 
“  flrong*'  To  which  Dr.  Rogers ,  in  his  Reply ,  puts 
down  tins  mod  excellent  Anfwer,  “  Fhat  he  can  fee 
no  Inconfiftency  in  all  this  ;  for ,  continues  he,  may 
“  not  Port  Whey  he  faid  to  he  ftrong  in  rejpett  of  Sack 
<c  Water  Whey ,  and  weak  in  refpeffi  of  pure  Canary 
“  Whey?*  Now  this  would  have  been  very  good 
Reafoning  in  Dr.  Rogers ,  if  he  could  have  fhewn, 
that  Dr.  Blair  had  prefcribed  thele  two  different 
Kinds  of  Canary  Wheys,  or  even  any  pure  Canary 
Whey  at  all  ;  but  mod  unluckily  the  Proof  was 
here  wickedly  againd  him,  and  therefore  he  wifely 
flips  it  over  with  the  dignify ’d  and  kingly  Obfer- 
vation,  <c  i That  it  was  a  Story  fo  triflings  that  a  Man 
of  Senfe  ought  to  defpife  it ,  and  not  attempt  to  an - 
46  fwer  it  *”  Notwithdanding  all  this.  Dr.  Rogers , 
being  greatly  unwilling  to  give  up  this  Article,  at¬ 
tempts  another  Defence  of  his  pure  Fort  Whey,  by 
faying,  that  Mr.  Baker  took  great  Quantities  of  it 
afterwards,  without  any  bad  Confequences ;  but  he 
was  not  candid  enough,  either  in  his  Diary  or  Reply , 
to  acknowledge  what  he  ought  to  have  done,  that 
this  lad  Fort  Whey  was  mod  plentifully  mix’d 
with  Water,  which  is  a  Circumdance  that  fhows 
evidently,  how  fenfible  they  all  were,  of  their  former 
Midake  in  giving  Mr.  Baker  the  pure  Port  Whey. 
Tho5  I  cannot  here  help  obferving  to  you,  that  Dr. 
Rogers,  lcarce  ever  mentions  the  lad  pure  Port 
Whey,  without  giving  it  the  emphatical  Epithet, 
of  the  Good  Comfortable  Whey  ;  declaring  by  this,  that 
as  a  fworn  Enemy,  he  had  only  confented  with  Re¬ 
luctance,  to  thefe  cooling  Mixtures,  that  tend  to 
bring  down  the  genuine  and  uncorrupted  Fort,  to 
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that  State  of  iniquitous  Impurity,  which  in  his 
Diary ,  he  had  fo  particularly  condemn’d. 

The  next  Thing  objected  againft  Dr.  Blair ,  was 
his  having  ordered  Mr.  Baker  to  be  bled  at  one  of 
the  frontal  Arteries. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  have  built  this,  as  well  as  fome 
of  their  other  Cavillings,  upon  their  ideal  AfTertion 
of  a  critical  Night,  when  all  Evacuations  are  judged 
improper.  But  I  believe  I  have  amply  made  it  out 
to  you,  that  what  they  have  fince  pretended  to 
allert,  of  their  having  expeded  a  Crifis  that  Night, 
is  quite  imaginary,  as  there  is  not  the  lead  Spark  of 
Evidence,  to  fhow,  that  any  of  them,  much  lefs 
all  of  them,  thought  fo ;  nay  pofitive  and  uncon- 
tradided  Evidence,  that  three  of  them  thought  the 
contrary,  and  the  ftrongeft  Prefumptions  that  could, 
be  given,  that  Dr.  Rogers  was  likewife  of  that  Opi¬ 
nion. 

Dr.  Rogers  therefore  being  fully  fenfible,  that  his 
Story  of  a  Crifis  could  never  be  made  appear,  has 
in  his  Reply ,  retreated  backwards  to  a  Point,  which 
he  thought  more  tenable  than  that  of  the  Crifis,  in 
which  he  had  been  deferted  by  his  Brethren.  This 
new  Station  of  Defence,  then,  lies  in  an  AfTertion, 
that  there  is  no  fuch  Thing  as  any  Branch  of  the  internal 
carotid  Artery ,  coming  oat  of  the  Skull  over  the  Eye , 
nay  farther,  that  there  is  no  Foramen  to  allow  it  to  come 
out.  Then  for  the  Proof  of  this,  as  he  does  not 
pretend  of  himfelf  to  know  any  Thing  of  the  Mat- 
ter,  and  being  much  loft  inDoubts,  he  makes  aRound 
of  confulting  fome  anatomical  Writers,  to  guefs  at 
it  by  their  Report  :  Of  whom  he  has  given  as  in- 
diftind,  and  as  unfatisfadory  an  Account,  as  if  he 
had  been  quoting  the*different  Relations  of  the  fir  ft 
Voyages,  to  a  newly  difcover’d  Continent-,  fuch  as 
that  fome  had  feen  certain  peculiar  Trees  in  the 
Country,  but  as  another  Traveller  had  not  men^ 
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tioned  thefe,  he  concludes  it  impoffible  there  can  be 
any  fuch  ;  “  becaufe  furely,  fays  he,  this  Perfon 
“  would  have  taken  Notice  of  them,  (they  being  fo 
“  very  fingular)  had  there  been  any  of  that  Kind.” 
In  this  Manner,  he  makes  Extracts  of  a  fee-fa  w 
Reading,  from  four  great  Anatom  ifts.  He  begins 
with  Euftachius ,  who,  according  to  him,  mentions 
nothing  of  this  Ramification  of  the  Carotid,  there¬ 
fore  there  can’t  be  any  there.  He  makes  Winjlow 
talk  but  very  little  about  them.  He  makes  Monro 
allow  that  there  is  an  Artery  comes  out  of  that 
Foramen  or  Hole  above  the  Eye,  for  which  Reafon 
he  ought  to  have  commenced  a  Battle  between 
Euftachius  and  Monro ,  as  he  has  quoted  them  on 
oppofite  Sides.  But  to  conclude  the  Matter  he 
brings  in  Albinus ,  whom  he  calls  the  exquifite 
Searcher  into  the  human  Body,  defcribing  this  Hole 
to  he  a  very  uncertain  Hole ,  for  commonly  it  is  a  fin  all 
Hole ,  and  an  oblong  Hole ,  then  fometimes  there  are  two 
Holes ,  fometimes  there  are  three  Holes,  and  fometimes 
there  is  but  half  a  Hole  ;  often  there  is  only  a  flight 
Mark  like  the  Track  or  Impreftion  of  a  Hole ,  and  in 
Jhort  that  now  and  then  there  is  no  Hole  at  all.  This 
is  the  accurate  Manner  in  which  Dr.  Rogers  (who  is 
the  Mouth ,  or  the  Tongue ,  or  the  Pen ,  or  whatever 
you  pleafe  to  call  him,  of  this  Council  of  four)  has 
been  pleafed  to  colled  and  fet  forth  the  Opinion  of 
anatomical  Writers,  concerning  thefe  Arteries  and 
Foramina  ;  in  which  it  would  appear  that  his  own 
proper  Knowledge  could  afford  him  no  better  Ac¬ 
count  of  them  ;  whereas  we  find  that  Dr.  Blair  had 
caufed  open  thefe  Arteries  with  Succefs,  in  feveral 
Per  fens  at  King f ale,  in  the  Cirum  fiances  of  a  Fever, 
which  then  raged  in  that  Town.  Indeed  thefe  four 
Gentlemen  feem  to  talk  about  thefe  Arteries,  as 
one  would  fpeculate  with  Diffidence,  upon  the 
fearching  for  a  Mine  under  Ground,  when  they  had 
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only  fome  diftant  Preemptions,  that  there  were 
any  fuch,  below  that  particular  Spot.  For,  fay  they, 
confide  ring  the  Smallnefs  of  thefe  Vejfels ,  the  Uncer¬ 
tainty  whether  we  meet  with  them  or  not  \  or  if  we  do , 
whether  we  open  the  Branches  of  the  internal  or  ex¬ 
ternal  Carotid ,  therefore  little  Relief  can  he  expected  in 
any  infiamatory  Cafe .  Now  this  is  their  own  Lan¬ 
guage,  declaring  their  own  Ignofarice  of  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Arteries,  and  confefnng  for  them- 
felves,  that  were  fuch  an  Operation  ever  thought 
neceffary,  they  would  be  obliged  to  direct  the  Sur¬ 
geon  to  put  in  his  Lancet  at  a  Venture. 

But,  allowing,  fay  they,  that  we  are  beat  from 
this  Poll,  and  that  out  of  the  frontal  Vefjels  may  he 
drawn  an .  Ounce  and.  a  half ,  in  the  Space  of  fix  Mi¬ 
nutes  \  which ,  they  fay,  is.  a  good  Allowance ,  having 
known  lefs.  Now  this  lad  Sentence  of  theirs  is  an 
unlucky  Overught ;  for  by  faying  that  they  had  known 
lefs  than  an  Ounce  and  a  half  drazvn  in  the  Space  of  fix 
Minutes ,  is  giving  up  what  they  had  been  deput¬ 
ing  for  two  or  three  Pages,  fince  the  very  Words 
import,  that  it  confided  with  their  Knowledge,  and 
they  had  feen,  thefe  very  frontal  Arteries  open'd , 
and  that  the  opening  thefe  had  been  thought  good 
for  fome  Didemperor  other,  neither  of  which  they 
were  pleafed  to  fpecily.  Neverthelefs,  they  pro¬ 
ceed  10  a  Calculation  of  how  much  greater  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Blood  may  be  drawn,  either  from  the  Tem¬ 
poral  Artery,  or  the  Jugular  Vein,  than  from  thefe 
Veffels  in  the  Forehead  ;  but  all  this  lies  quite  out 
of  the  Quedion,  as  it  was  not  required  to  draw  from 
the  Patient,  the  greated  podible  Quantity  of  Blood 
in  the  lead  poflihle  Time,  which  is  the  Suppofnion 
they  go  upon  ;  but  the  opening  thefe  Arteries  above 
the  Eye,  was  thought  by  Dr.  Blair ,  more  proper 
for  relieving  the  Indamation  of  the  Brain,  than  by 
any  of  the  ether  two. 
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The  Ignorance  oF  thefe  Gentlemen,  in  an  Age  fd 
enlightened  as  this  is,  when  Anatomy  is  fo  well 
known,  is  really  lamentable  ;  and  their  attacking 
Dr,  Blair  from  Arguments  of  their  own  Want  of 
Knowledge  in  that  Branch  of  Phyfick,  is  bringing  us 
back  to  thefe  Monkifh  Days  of  Barbarity,  when  Galileo 
was  perfecuted  for  averting  the  Planetary  Syflem. 
Nay,  every  Child  is  a  Judge  of  the  Difpute,  and 
may  confute  them,  by  putting  his  Finger  above  his 
Eye,  where  he  may  feel  the  Pulfe  of  the  Artery 
very  diftin&ly.  But  I  fhall  difeufs  to  you  their 
ftragling  Quotations  a  little  more  anatomically, 
from  the  very  Pajfages  they  have  adduced  them- 
felvcs.  They  pretend  then,  that  Winjlow  fays  little 
about  that  Branch  of  the  internal  Carotid  ;  to  con¬ 
firm  which,  obferve  their  Art,  they  found  he  talk’d 
of  it  in  his  Anatomy,  in  the  74^  Numb,  upon  the 
Arteries,  they  extradt  the  firft  Part  of  a  Sentence 
there  *,  but  finding  the  latter  Part  of  it  proved  the 
very  Point  in  Difpute  againlt  themfelves,  they  there¬ 
fore  carefully  left  it  out,  and  that  you  might  not 
trace  them,  they  did  not  chufe  to  mark  the  Place 
from  whence  they  took  it,  in  the  Margin  :  But  the 
falfifying  of  this  PafTage,  was  a  miferable  Device, 
pradtifed  upon  an  Author  who  is  in  every  Body’s 
Hands.  For  IVinJlow* s  Words  are,  “  As  the  ln- 
46  ternal  Carotid  leaves  the  Bony  Canal,  to  enter 
64  the  Cranium,  it  fends  off  a  Branch  thro’  the 
cc  Sphenoidal  Fiifure  to  the  Orbit,  and  Eye,  and 

foon  afterwards  another  thro’  the  Foramen  Op- 
“  ticum,  by  which  it  communicates  with  the  Ex- 
t6  ternal  Carotid  This  Communication  is  the 
very  Thing  in  Difpute,  and  thefe  Gentlemen,  out 
of  their  great  Wifdom,  brought  this  PafTage  to 
prove  there  was  none  there  5  which  is  an  excellent 

Evidence, 

*  See  Window’s  Anatomy,  410.  Lend.  1733.  Of  the  Ar¬ 
teries,  N  0  74. 
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Evidence,  both  of  their  Fairnefs,  and  their  Mo* 
defty.  They  have  quoted  Monro  too,  as  unfairly 
as  they  do  Winjlow  ;  pretending  that  he  defcribes 
fevcral  Foramina  in  the  Superciliary  Ridges,  whereas 
he  only  defcribes  one  Hole  in  each  Superciliary  Ridge; 
they  make  him  fay  again,  thro 9  one  of  which  a  fmall 
Artery  with  a  Nerve  pajfes ,  making  'it  appear,  as  if 
he  meant  there  were  a  Number  of  Holes  there,  and 
that  fometimes  this  Artery  paffed  thro*  one,  and 
fometimes  thro3  another;  whereas  his  plain  Words 
are,  Thro'  this  Hole  a  Twig  of  the  Ophthalmick  Branch 
of  the  fifth  Pair  of  Nerves  pajfes  out  of  the  Orbit  with 
a  fmall  Artery  from  the  Carotid ,  to  be  difiributed  to 
the  Teguments  and  Mufcles  of  the  Forehead  *.  His 
calling  the  Artery  a  Branch  of  the  Carotid,  was 
fufficiently  clear  to  every  one  who  has  the  fmalleft 
Acquaintance  with  Anatomy,  becaufe  they  know 
that  the  Branches  of  the  External  Carotid  have  par¬ 
ticular  Names,  as  Maxillary ,  Angular ,  Temporal , 
Occipital ,  &c.  What  he  mentions  as  to  the  Danger 
of  the  tranfverfe  Incifion,  is  evidently  by  Way  of 
Caution  only  againft  doing  it  too  near  the  Hole  or 
Notch,  on  Account  of  the  fhrinking  of  the  Artery, 
whereas  the  opening  it  a  little  above  was  never 
known  to  be  attended  with  any  Danger  ;  and 
what  Mr.  Monro  further  adds,  with  regard  to 
the  uncertain  State  of  thefe  Holes,  is  foreign  to 
the  Purpofe  ;  becaufe  the  Artery  and  Nerve  are 
known  always  to  be  there,  whether  there  is  a  Hole, 
Notch,  or  even  without  a  Veftige,  and  Dr.  Blair 
recommended  no  Operation  upon  a  Hole,  but  upon 
the  Veffels  above  the  Eye,  which  are  as  regularly 
there  as  the  Eye  itfelf ;  and  what  they  mention  there¬ 
fore  from  Albinus  is  only  puzling  themfelves  about 
the  Hole,  while  they  are  mangling  good  Latin  by 
a  milerable  Tranflation  ;  tho’  they  have  allowed 
that  Albinus  affirms,  that  the  Ufe  of  the  Hole  ig 

to 

See  Monro’s  Cftcology,  8vo.  Edin.  1741.  pag.  80. 
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to  permit  the  little  Nerves  and  VeiTels,  to  creep 
fafely  out  of  the  Orbit  to  the  Forehead. 

It  appears  then,  that  thefe  three  anatomical 
Writers,  quoted  by  themfelves,  mention  thefe 
Veffeis  paffing  from  the  Orbit  to  the  Forehead, 
which  clears  the  Truth  againft  themfelves,  even  by, 

their  own  Quotations. - Their  faying  that  little 

Relief  can  be  expected  from  that  Operation  in  an 
inflammatory  Cafe,  contradicts  their  other  Obfer- 
vation,  6t  That  it  produces  great  Mi fchief,  and  certain 
Danger  in  a  languid  Circulation  f 3  for  if  it  is  Jo  im¬ 
portant  m  one  Cafe,  it  can’t  be  fo  trifling  in  the 
the  other.  Their  Endeavour  to  (hew  how  much 
better  it  is  to  open  the  Jugular  Vein  than  this  Carotid 
Artery,  in  order  to  remove  Ghftructions  in  this 
Artery,  is  contra*  y  to  known  Fad  *,  for  nrft,  when 
a  Patient  it  let  Blood  in  the  Jugular  Vein,  the  Sur¬ 
geon,  previous  to  any  Thing  elfe,  lays  a  Com- 
preffion  upon  the  Neck  to  make  the  Vein  fwell  ; 
and  after  the  Vein  is  opened,  he  continues  that 
Compreffion  that  the  Blood  may  come  out  ;  for  the 
Motion  of  the  Blood  towards  the  Heart,  in  the 
Jugular,  is  fo  free,  that  generally  upon  removing 
the  Ligature  or  Compreffion,  the  open’d  Vein  ceafes 
to  bleed.  Is  it  not  plain  then,  that  the  Refinance  . 
which  the  Blood  moving  in  its  Capillaries,  met 
with  from  that  moving  in  its  Trunk,  is  by  this  Ope¬ 
ration  increafed  and  therefore  not  taken  off? — Again, 
they  muft  allow,  (for  tho5  they  may  not  know  it 
themfelves,  yet  they  will  find  it  in  Winjlow  *)  that 
the  External  and  Internal  Jugulars,  communicate 
largely  above  the  Place  of  Bleeding  in  the  Neck  ; 
cohfequently,  whatever  Effect  Bleeding  has  upon 
one,  it  will  nearly  have  (he  fame  Effedt  on  the 
other,  and  therefore  bleeding  in  the  Jugular,  in- 
Ftead  of  dimmjhing  the  Velocity  of  the  Blood  in  the 

Internal 

*  See  Winflow,  of  Veins.  N?  72,  74,  79,  96. 
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Internal  Carotid,  and  taking  off  from  the  Preffure 
which  they  pretend,  will  on  the  contrary  immedi¬ 
ately  add  to  both. 

But  as  to  the  general  Expediency  of  bleeding  a 
Patient  in  the  Head,  which  is  properly  the  Point 
difputed,  it  appears  plainly,  both  from  Dr.  Mead’s 
and  Dr.  Frewir? %  Letters  to  Dr.  Rogers ,  that  they 
both,  allow  of  it  and  think  it  expedient,  in  the 
Cafes  of  Fevers  attended  with  an  inflammation  of 
the  Brain,  when  there  are  no  Svmptoms  of  a  Crifis. 

As  to  the  Bleeding  in  the  frontal  Veffels ,  fays  Dr. 
Mead,  I  fhould  think  it  was  too  hold  a  Practice  in  fo 
great  We aknefs,  and  fo  late  in  the  Difeafe,  unlefs  the 
Pulfe  was  uncommonly  hard  and fir  eng ,  and  attended 
with  an  Inflammation  of  the  Brain J  or  fame  Symptom  of 
that  Kind. 

And  fays  Dr.  Frew  in  When  Fevers  run  to  a  great 
Length,  and  there  is  no  Sign  of  an  approaching  Crifis , 
it  is  not  unufual  with  Phyficians  in  England,  to  dire  A 
Bleeding  in  the  Temporal  Artery ,  or  at  the  Saphena 
Vein ,  later  than  the  fourteenth  Day ,  when  the  Quick- 
nefs  and  Strength  of  the  Pufa ,  and  other  Symptoms  re¬ 
quire  that  Evacuation. 

Now  as  both  thefe  are  directed  to  the  Perfon  they 
confute,  and  being  publifhed  by  him,  muff  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  genuine  Proofs,  uti  ' addufta  ex  Caflris 
Inimicorum ,  as  coming  from  the  Quarters  of  the 
Foe,  and  therfore  not  under  the  leak  Objedion  of 
Partiality  to  Dr.  Blair . 

The  laft  Particular  objected  to  Dr.  Blair ,  was  his 
preferibing  for  Mr.  Baker  a  Julap,  in  which  was 
mix’d  a  certain  Quantity  of  the  Tinfiura  Antiphlhy- 
fica.  Much  has  been  Lid  on  this  Part  of  the  Dif- 
pute,  and  indeed  the  grand  Appeal  to  Dr.  Mead 
from  both  Sides,  was  to  defi're  him  to  determine 
and  declare ,  what  he  judged  to  be  the  Qualities  and 
Effeds  of  this  Tindure, 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  Dr.  Rogers  has  really  had 
no  lefs  than  three  fucceflive  Opinions,  as  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  this  Medicine  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Difpute, 
as  People  of  weak  Eyes  will  only  allow  the  Light  to 
be  increafed  upon  them,  at  certain  regular  Intervals 
of  Time.  For  in  the  Beginning,  he  afierted  pofi- 
tively  and  without  Exception,  that  this  Tinffiure  was 
poifonous ,  which  though  he  has  fince  thought  it 
prudent  to  difavow,  yet  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead  is 
a  (landing  Teftimony,  that  he  was  then  of  that 
Opinion,  fince  Dr.  Mead  mentions  that  Circum¬ 
stance  particularly  to  Dr.  Blair.  “  When  Dr.  Ro- 
«  gers,  fays  he,  wrote  to  me  by  way  of  Appeal  to  my 
«  Judgment ,  I  plainly  told  him ,  that  though  I  could 
«  not  be  a  Judge  of  all  the  Circumftances  of  Mr.  Ba- 
6C  kerV  Cafe ,  yet  as  to  the  Tinblura  Antiphthyfica ,  to 
<c  which  he  made  his  main  Objection,  as  unfafe  and 
“  a  kind  of  Poifon,  it  was  a  Medicine  which  I  had  made 
“  ufe  of  with  great  Succefs  for  thefe  fifty  Tears."  But 
I  think  the  thing  is  very  clear  from  his  own  Words, 
For  unlefs  he  intended  to  prove,  that  this  Tin&ure 
was  a  Poifon,  with  what  other  Defign  could  it  be 
that  he  laboured  fo  much  to  prove  the  Sugar  of  Lead 
a  Poifon,  as  he  has  made  a  long  Note  about  it  in 
his  Diary ,  for  it  is  too  glaring  to  be  evaded,  that 
the  only  Conclufion  from  his  Premifes  mud  be,  that 
he  then  judged  that  Tin&ure  to  be  poifonous.  Nay, 
in  another  Place  of  his  Diary ,  conceiving  he  had 
Boerhaave  walking  Hand  in  Hand  with  him,  he 
goes  boldly  on  condemning  and  damning  thisTindlure, 
firft  in  the  Lump,  and  then  he  cuts  it  up,  as  he 
thinks,  piece  Meal,  and  Limb  by  Limb,  mention¬ 
ing  with  great  Bitternefs  the  Sugar  of  Lead  digefted 
in  the  rectified  Spirit  of  Wine ,  and  then  the  green 
Vitriol  in  the  fame  Digeftion ,  which  he  had  declared 
before  to  be  no  wholfomer  than  the  other,  and  there¬ 
fore  as  ftrong  a  Poilbn,  upon  which  he  draws  this; 

Con- 
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Conclusion,  cc  both  making ,  fays  he ,  with  this  fiery 
cc  Spirit  the  antiphthyfick  cIin£ture as  if  he  had  hap- 
pily  detected  the  Combination  and  Conipiracy  of 
two  Poifons  together,  ranker  and  keener,  than  any 
(ingle  Poifon  by  itielf. 

This  then  was  certainly  his  fir  ft  Opinion,  before 
he  received  Dr.  Mead' s  Letter,  which  undeceived 
him  a  little  in  his  Miftake.  64  For  1  wondered,  fays 
44  Dr.  Mead,  that  he  ( meaning  Dr.  Rogers  fioould 
44  be  a  Stranger  to  this  Finbiure ,  bavin g  been  firft 
44  invented  by  the  famous  Etrnuiler,  and  recommended 
44  by  our  g? eat  Mr.  Boyle,  and  pubhfhed  in  almofi  all 
44  the  foreign  Pharmacopeias ,  as  welt  as  our  late  Lon- 
46  don  one  S'  Dr.  Rogers  therefore,  finding  this 
Blunder,  thought  it  proper  upon  this,  to  (hift  his 
Ground,  and  admitted  in  his  Reply,  that  this  Tinc¬ 
ture  was  good  for  the  few  Difeafes  which  Dr.  Mead 
had  told  him  of,  and  now  indeed  he  talks  with 
Amazement  and  Abhorrence ,  that  his  former  Opinion 
fliould  be  aferibed  to  him,  which  he  endeavours  to 
difavow  at  the  Expence,  and  with  the  Execrations  of 
his  Faith  and  his  Honour ,  though  the  Thing  is  too 
well  fixed  upon  him,  to  allow  him  to  lanch  it  off  ia 
this  his  ufual  manner.  However,  he  (fill  denies, 
that  the  Tindture  could  be  proper  in  the  Cafe  of  the 
Lax  which  attended  Mr.  Baker  in  his  Fever,  which 
he  calls  even  with  Boldnefs  an  improper  and  an  un- 
juftifiable  P  rati  ice,  but  misfortunately  for  him  he 
was  not  aware,  and  did  not  fufpedt,  that  Dr.  Mead 
was  then  ready  to  declare,  that  the  Cafe  in  which 
he  chiefly  ufes  the  Tindture,  are  flow  Hectic  Fevers 
particularly  when  attended  with  a  Loofenefs .  This 
is  the  very  Symptom  for  which  Dr.  Blair  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Baker ,  and  this  is  the  very  Symptom  ior 
which  Dr.  Mead  has  given  it  with  Succefs  for  fifty 
Lears,  and  therefore,  if  thefe  Gentlemen  won’t  fab* 
mit  to  Dr.  Blair's  Realons,  they  mutt,  at  ltaft,  al- 
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low  of  the  Judgment  of  Dr.  Mead ,  to  whom  they 
have  dedicated  their  Reply ,  and  therein  declared, 
that  whatever  Sentence  he  pafs'  d  would  he  fubmitted 
to  as  the  dernier  RefoYt ,  and  without  Appeal . 

I  mu  ft  now  obferve  to  you,  that  Dr.  Rogers  who 
firft  infilled  this  Tindture  was  a  Poifon,  and  had 
never  been  given  by  either  Dr.  Mead ,  Dr.  Friend , 
or  himfelf,  whenever  he  receiv’d  Dr.  Mead9 s  Let¬ 
ter,  changed  his  Note  and  pretended  that  he  him¬ 
felf  had  given  it  in  a  few  Diftempers ,  but  never  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  Lax.  However,  fince  this  Jaft  Letter 
of  Dr.  Mead's ,  he  has  fo  far  advanced  in  his  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Goodnefs  of  this  Medicine ,  that  I  am  told 
there  are  now  Receipts  of  his  in  the  Apothecary's 
Shops ,  in  which  he  has  prefcribed  in  Fevers  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  Lax,  a  much  greater  Quantity  of  this 
Tindture  than  Dr.  Blair  had  done  in  the  defperate 
Cafe  of  Mr.  Baker. 

You  muft  have,  no  doubt,  noticed,  that  I  have 
purpofely  omitted  mentioning  Drs.  Connelly  Flaherty , 
or  Bonbonous  in  the  interefting  Points  of  theDifpute. 
Becaufe,  though  their  Names  appear  in  the  Begin¬ 
ning  of  the  Reply ,  yet  I  think  it  is  evident  to  every 
Body,  that  they  are  not  properly  to  be  confidered 
as  Principals  in  the  Affair,  but  only  as  the  turba  fe- 
quentium ,  P Equipage  de  fon  Excellence ,  a  Kind  of 
Strain  that  attend  the  Motions  and  Refolutions  of 
their  Captain  General ,  who 

Stop  as  he  turns ,  and  as  he  circles  wheel . 

And  indeed  it  is  to  me  aftonifhing,  that  thefe 
three  Gentlemen  fhould  have  found  themfelves  at 
all  concerned  in  the  Difpute,  as  they  can  never  deny 
with  regard  to  their  own  Judgment,  thefe  material 
Queftions,  which  are  co'ntraverted  between  Dr.  Ro¬ 
gers  and  Dr.  Blair ,  For  they  can  never  difavow 
3  that 
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that  Mr.  Baker  was  thought  by  them  to  be  dying 
that  Night  when  Dr.  Blair  was  called  in,  they  can¬ 
not  deny,  that  both  Do&ors  Bonbonous  and  Connell 
declared  him  better  on  the  Tuefday  Morning  ;  and 
as  to  their  Opinion  of  the  Tinblura  Antiphthyfica , 
only  one  of  the  three  at  the  Conference  pretended 
to  know  any  Thing  about  it,  and  that  he  made  ap¬ 
pear,  only  by  faying,  that  it  was  like  a  Chip  in 
Porridge ,  a  Thing  of  no  Confequence  either  one  way 
or  another.  Notwithftandingof  which,  Dr.  Rogers  in 
his  Letter  to  Dr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Frewin ,  tells  them 
both  very  modeftly,  “  That  they  fourPhyficians  be- 
"  ing  all  of  good  Char  abler ,  had  attended  Mr.  Baker , 
that  they  had  put  him  under  a  Regimen,  and  given 
him  fuch  Medicines,  by  the  Help  of  which  he 
was  faft  recovering,  and  that  in  particular,  they 
had  all  of  them  entertained  good  Hopes  of  him 
the  Night  of  the  iithof  July^  being  the  14th 
Night  of  his  Ulnefs,  that  they  all  conceived 
this  14th  Night  to  be  a  critical  Night ,  that  the 
Morning  after  Dr.  Blair  had  been  with  him, 
they  were  all  of  them ,  without  Exception,  of  Q- 
pinion,  that  he  was  worfe  than  the  Night  before, 
and  in  fhort,  that  all  of  them  condemned  the 
iU  Bleeding,  and  the  Tincture  which  had  been  or- 
“  dered  by  Dr.  Blair  D  Now  the  diredt  Contrary 
of  the  firft  three  Particulars  {lands  recorded  againfh 
them  by  certain  creditable  WitneiTes,  and  as  to  their 
Opinion  of  the  Bleeding  and  the  Julap,  they,  poor 
Souls,  never  offered  to  open  their  Mouths,  or  ven¬ 
ture  a  Judgment  about  them,,  till  Dr.  Rogers  met 
t^em  _on  l^e  Puefday  Evenings  and  then  put  into 
their  Heads  thefe  rare  Affertions,  and  thefe  choice 
Arguments,  which  appeared  afterwards,  with  fo 
much  lullre,  in  the  Diary  *,  and  thus  it  was  that  he 
led  them  up  into  that  high  Dance ,  in  which  he,  as 

well  as  they,  have  daggered  and  tumbled  about 
ever  hnce. 
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Bat  beficles  this  particular  ' Triumvirate ,  I  find  by 
a  Paper  fubjoin’d  to  the  Reply ,  that  fome  more  of 
the  Fraternity  have  allowed  themfelve  to  appear, 
as  the  poor  Rods  of  this  fingle  Man,  and  indeed  it 
is  the  more  furprifing,  that  Men  of  the  leapt  Un- 
derftanding,  fhould  pretend  to  give  a  Judgment, 
when  they  only  echo  hack  thefe  imaginary  Circum- 
fiances  that  are  contained  no  where  elfe  but  in  Dr. 
Roger's  Diary.  Their  Opinion  is  given  as  to  three 
Particulars,  each  of  which  may  be  eafily  cleared  up. 
The  firft  regards  the  Bleeding,  they  fay.  Bleeding 
was  improper,  becaufe  that  Day  being  the  14th  of 
Mr.  Baker's  Illnefs  was  deem'd  critical ,  and  a  Crifis 
expehted\  but  by  whom  was  it  expected  ?  not  by 
three  of  the  four,  fince  they  declared  they  expedled 
his  Death  (which  was  indeed  a  Crifis  of  a  different 
kind;  and  every  Circumflance  makes  it  evident, 
that  Dr.  Rogers  gave  all  the  Family  fufficient  Rea- 
fon  to  believe  he  thought  fo  too,  for  no  after  Pay¬ 
ings  of  his,  will  ever  make  it  appear  to  any  Body 
that  a  Crifis  was  expebled  by  him,  much  lefs  by  the 
Majority  of  the  four ,  which  is  the  Sen fe  in  which 
thefe  Gentlemen  ought  alone  to  have  underftood 
they  were  indeed,  obliged  to  call  it  Critical, 
becaufe  Dr,  Rogers  was  pleafed  to  put  it  down  fo, 
and  to  be  Pure  the  Expremon  is  fo  remarkable  that 
it  could  come  from  no  other  Pen.  But  fuppofing 
there  was  an  Inflammation  in  the  Brain ,  the  Evidence 
of  which,  I  believe,  they  had  not  feen,  I  fancy 
they  would  not  have  then  ventured  to  condemn 
what  both  Dr  .Mead  and  Dr.  Frewin  in  their  Letters 
to  Dr.  Rogers  have  particularly  allow’d  of  in  the 
Cafe  of  that  Symptom.  They  next  condemn  the 
Change  of  Mr.  Baker  s  Drink  from  Port  Whey, 
which  was  made  without  any  Water,  to  Water  Sack 
Whey.  Now  their  Ignorance  of  the  Infiamation 
occafioned  this  other  Miffake  of  theirs,  as  the 
Strength  of  the  Pori  tended  to  increafe  that  Infla- 
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mation,  neither  were  they,  it  deems,  apprifed 
that  the  Port  Whey  Mr.  Baker  drank  afterwards, 
was  plentifully  mixed  with  Water. 

The  loft  Particular  they  take  Notice  of,  is,  the 
TinBura  Antiphthyfica ,  which  they  coniine  to  Gleets , 
Fluor  Atbus ,  Gonorrheas,  and  Hemorrhages ,  and 
abfolutely  exclude  it  in  all  infiamatory  Diforders,  and 
call  a  Drachm  and  a  half  in  eighteen  Hours  a  fur - 
prifing  Quantity,  and  unfafe  and  injudicious  in  Mr. 
Baker  s  Cafe.  Now  Dr.  Mead  has  informed  their 
Judgments  as  to  this  Point,  in  his  Letter  to  Dr. 
Blair ,  wherein  he  mentions  his  having  ufed  it  for 
fifty  Tears  with  great  Succefs,  and  that  in  the  Cafe  of 
flow  HeBic  Fevers,  particularly  when  attended  with  a 
Loofenefs,  which  was  the  very  Cafe  of  Mr.  Baker : 
In  which  Circum fiances  that  learned  Gentleman 
(who  is  now  by  ail  allowed  to  be  the  mod:  eminent 
in  his  Profefiion)  declares,  that  he  reckoned  no  lefs 
than  two  or  three  Drachms  given  at  different  Times , 
to  he  a  convenient  Dofe.  It  is  very  diverting, 
that  in  the  Conclufion  of  this  Paper,  which  is  called 
the  Opinion  of  thefe  eight  Gentlemen,  there  are 
numbered  up  no  lefs  than  228  Drops  of  this  Tinc¬ 
ture,  with  an  Apojlrophe  of  Wonder,  as  if  but  a  few 
Drops  of  it  had  been  fufficient,  inftantly,  to  have 
killed  any  man  :  Now  how  mud;  they  be  druck 
dumb,  when  Dr.  Mead  declares  456  Drops  to  be 
a  convenient  Dofe ,  and  that  to  be  taken  not  only  in 
one  24  Hours,  but  every  24  Hours.  I  believe  the 
Majority  of  thc-fe  Gentlemen  are  by  this  Time  dif¬ 
fidently  afhamed  of  their  having  been  drawn  in  fo 
dimply  to  fign  a  Paper  which  Dr.  Rogers  had penn* d 
for  them,  when  they  had  fo  flightly  confidcred  the 
Merits  of  the  Affair,  and  indeci  I  nave  the  Charity  to 
think,  that  as  this  Paper  of  theirs  has  no  Date ,  they 
were  prevailed  upon  to  fign  it  in  a  Hurry,  and  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Difpute,  before  Dr.  Blair's 
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Cafe  was  published,  when  they  had  not  yet  accefs 
to  fee  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Evidence  that  is  there 
annexed,  and  therefore  as  to  them  I  may  fay,  that 
fmce  it  appears  to  be  a  Sin  of  Ignorance ,  they  may 
be  the  more  eafily  forgiven. 

But  after  all,  I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you, 
that  if  any  Boldnefs  in  Pradtice  of  which,  this  of 
Dr.  Blair  has  not  appeared  to  be  fuch,  I  fay,  if  any 
Boldnefs  in  Practice  was  ever  allowed  of,  or  if  any 
Fhyficians  can  be  excufed  to  venture  any  unpre¬ 
cedented  Medicine  which  promifes  to  turn  the 
Current  of  a  Difeafe,  that  feems  hurrying  the  Pa¬ 
tient  to  Death,  Dr.  Blair  would  have  been  fuffici- 
ently  juftified,  had  he  ufed  any  fuch ,  from  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  Defperatenefs  of  Mr.  Baker* s  Situation. 

As  I  have  thus  far  given  you  an  Abftradt  of  the 
Points  in  difpute,  I  mull  now  fet  before  you  fome 
Specimens  of  the  Humanity  and  Tendernefs  which 
thefe  four  Gentlemen  fay  they  have  done  their  ut- 
moft  to  exercife  towards  Dr.  Blair. 

Now  by  this  we  may  underhand,  that  they  had 
particularly  in  their  Eye  thefe  rich  Epithet s9  which 
in  the  Courfe  of  the  Reply  as  well  as  in  their  Diary , 
arefo  lavifhly  bellowed  on  Dr.  Blair.  They  are,  in¬ 
deed,  fo  numerous,  that  a  Gentleman  of  Rank  and 
Character  in  this  Neighbourhood  go  whom  the  Dodlor 
is  not  even  known  but  by  the  Buttle  of  this  Affair) 
has  for  his  Amufement:  feledted  from  the  Reply 
upwards  of  Jixty  of  thefe  choice  Pajjages ,  which  he 
has  fent  him,  having  conceived  they  fhould  be 
treafured  up  like  the  modern  Colledlions  of  the 
Flowers  of  the  Poets ,  if  he  did  not  rather  take  the 
Hint  from  Cookery,  thinking  they  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  as  excellent  Pickles  ready  to  be  lent  out  to 
all  Authors,  for  the  giving  a  ftrong  Relifh  and  a 
Ilaut-goui  to  inch  Performances,  as  might  have  been 
otherwife  tailelefs,  without  a  little  of  the  Bitter  and 
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the  Sour  which  are  the  ftandard  Ingredients  of  thefe 
high  Sawces  that  have  been  in  Ufe  among  all  Cooks 
and  controverfial  V/riters  both  ancient  and  modern. 

But  to  heighten  their  Piece  a  little  more,  I  mud 
acquaint  you,  that  whenever  they  have  got  any  Thing 
which  they  conceive  to  be  ftrong  and  pithy  again  ft 
Dr.  Blair ,  they  are  fure  to  iifher  it  in  with  certain 
mock  Prefaces,  of  great  Reludlance,  much  Compaf- 
fion,  and  a  Kind  of  Pang  of  Regret ;  which  puts  one 
in  mind  of  what  Sueton  fays  of  the  Behaviour  of 
Pomitian ,  though  the  Inftance  is  both  too  ftrong 
and  too  lofty  for  the  Feeblenefs  of  their  Wrath,  viz. 
“  That  this  Emperor  of  merciful  and  compajfwnaie 
“  Memory ,  never  ordered  any  to  Execution,  without 
“  beginning  the  Sentence  with  a  particular  Enco- 
4C  mi  urn  on  his  own  Clemency, and  the  great  Concern 
“  it  gave  him  to  be  inftrumental  in  the  Death  of 
4C  one  of  his  Subje&s  Thefe  are  fome  of  their 
literary  Arts,  but  they  did  not  bridle  in  their  Re- 
fentment  here,  conceiving  they  could  do  Execution 
in  a  more  effectual  Manner.  For  they  firft  threat- 
ned  the  Managers  of  the  Infirmary  at  Cork,  that  if 
Dr.  Blair  fbould  be  continued  as  a  joint  Phyfician  in 
that  Hofpital :  they  would  not  only  defert  it  with 
their  Attendance,  but  get  all  their  Friends  to  with¬ 
draw  their  Subfcriptions ,  which  fo  alarmed  the  Di¬ 
rectors  of  that  Charity,  which  is  but  now  in  its  In¬ 
fancy:  that  they  defired  Dr.  Blair  not  to  continue 
his  Attendance  ;  notwithstanding  of  which,  he  ftill 
continues  his  Subfcription  in  the  fame  Manner  as 

*  Et  quo  contentius  abuteretur  patientia  hominum,  nunquam 
triftiorem  fententiam,  fine  praefatione  dementias,  pronundavit  ; 
ut  non  aliud  jam  certius  atrocis  exitus  fignum  eiTet,  quam  prin- 

cipii  lenitas - - — “  Pe.mittite,  Patres  Confcripti,  a  pietate 

“  veftra  impetrari,  quod  fcio  me  difficulter  impetraturum,  ut 
“  damnatis  liberum  mortis  arbitrium  indulgeatis.  Nam  &  par- 
<c  cetis  oculis  veftris  Sc  intelligent  me  omnesfenatui  interfuilfe. 

Su  ETON  in  Do  MIT  I  AN.  §  If. 
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before.  However  they  did  not  even  flop  here*  but 
drew  up  a  Paper  to  be  figned  by  all  the  Phyficians 
they  could  influence,  or  terrify,  and  which  was 
figned  by  a  certain  Number  ;  containing  u  a  mutual 
<c  Combination  of  all  the  Perfons  who  put  their 
cc  Names  to  it,  binding  them  up,  from  confuting 
“  with  Dr.  Blair ,  under  certain  particular  Penalties 
cc  therein  mentioned. ”  But  this  foon  diffolved  of 
itfelf,  as  an  illegal  Deed  which  was  found  to  be 
rather  more  detrimental  to  the  Gentlemen  who 
figned  it  than  to  any  other,  fo  that  it  remains  only  in 
Remembrance  here,  as  a  Ruin  and  a  Wreck  of  that 
Storm,  which  raged  only  at  the  Expence  of  thofe 
who  raifed  it ;  whereas  it  has  roll’d  on  to  anfwer  all 
the  good  Purpofes  their  Adverfary  could  have  de- 
fired  or  expedted  from  the  ftrongeft  Sunfhine  of  their 
Favour  ;  like  thefe  feemingly  contradidfing  and  fe- 
condary  Caufes  of  elemental  Strife,  that  operate  in 
Nature  for  the  bringing  forward  the  General  Good. 

But  after  all  thefe  different  and  bootlefs  Attempts 
of  theirs,  to  hurt  their  Adverfary  in  the  only  Ways 
that  they  thought  they  could  pierce  him,  it  is  to 
me  aflonifhing  how  they  can  pretend  with  any  Face 
to  fay,  that  they  never  once  attempted  to  perfecute 
Dr.  Blair.  For  about  the  Clofe  of  the  Reply  they 
declare,  “  that  they  find  themfelves  under  an  in- 
“  diipenfible  Neceffity  to  take  Notice  of  the  old 
c;  Watch  WTord  Perfecution ,  that  has  been  of  late 
6C  fo  craftily  promulgated  to  fupport  a  bad  Caufe  ; 
“  for  we  ajfitre  our  Fellow  Citizens ,  (continue  they) 
in  the  mojl  /acred  Manner ,  that  we  utterly  abhor 
and  renounce  a  Principle  of  fo  black  a  Dye.99  Nay, 
in  the  Preface,  we  have  a  more  formal  Affidavit  of 
theiis,  tho’  it  is  not  mentioned  to  have  been  taken 
before  the  Worfhipful  Daniel  Crone,  Eiq;  or  any 
of  the  worthy  Aldermen  or  Juftices  of  the  City  of  Cork  \ 
yet  certain  we  may  be,  they  mean  to  fay,  that 
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they  had  the  Fear  of  God  before  their  Eyes,  and 
were  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the  whole  Truth,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  Truth  ;  For  thus  it  runs,  Firft  then \ 
fay  they,  We,  previous  to  all  other  Confederations,  do 
moft folemnly  declare ,  that  no  Prejudice ,  Pique,  Party , 
or  Principle  of  Perfection ,  (  fo  uncharitably  and  im- 
chriftianly  laid  to  our  Charge  )  mixes  in  any  Shape  with 
this  our  Defign.  Now  they  ought  to  have  borrowed 
a  little  of  the  Stile  of  an  Adi  of  Parliament  to  have 
brought  up  the  Rear  of  this  folemn  Pro  reflation. 
viz.  Nothing  in  this  after  Treatife,  of  ill  Names, 
bitter  Words  mod  artfully  and  phy fically  fweetned 
up  with  CompaHion,  Accufations  of  Subornation 
and  Perjury  when  peradventure  the  Faffs  lie  t’other 
Way,  infixing  with  the  Managers  of  the  Infirmary 
that  Dr.  Blair  fhould  no  more  attend  there,  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  Combination  of  as  many  of  the  Faculty  as 
by  Threats  and  Promifes  can  be  drawn  in,  who 
upon  their  Faith  and  their  Honour  are  not  to  con- 
fult  with  the  faid  Dr.  Blair  ;  thefe  and  every  Thing 
elfe  of  a  more  contradictory  Nature  NOTWITH¬ 
STANDING.  Now,  as  I  cannot  make  this 
Affidavit  of  theirs  and  their  own  Words  fo  exactly; 
totally  as  I  could  havewifh’d,  I  muff  therefore  af- 
cribe  it  to  my  own  Inability  and  want  of  Judgment 
rather  than  to  any  Forgetfulnefs  in  the  Gentlemen, 
or  to  any  Contradiflion  in  the  Things  themfelves.  I 
can  match  it,  however,  to  you  in  a  remarkable  In- 
dance  of  the  like  Kind,  that  happen’d  a  Couple  of 
Centuries  ago,  and  this  furely  ought  to  have  its 
proper  Weight,  as  according  to  the  excellent  Me¬ 
thod  of  Analogy ,  fo  fafhionable  at  prefen t,  a  good 
Simile  is  reckoned  equivalent  to  the  bed  of  Argu¬ 
ments.  In  the  Tear  then  152 7,  when  the  City  of 
Rome  was  taken  by  Charles  V’s  Army,  Poor  Pope 
Clement  Yllth  retired  into  the  Cadle  of  St.  Angelo , 
where  the  Emperor  kept  him  for  fome  Time 
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coop’d  up  and  imprifon’d.  Now  as  Charles  was  fen- 
fible  that  a  little  Slander  of  Enmity  and  Perfecution 
lay  againft  him,  he  was  refolved  to  wipe  it  off  with 
a  little  Decency,  and  therefore  ordered  a  Publick 
Faft  to  be  made,  and  Prayers  to  be  offered  up  in  all 
the  Churches  of  Roms ,  “  for  the  Health  and  fpeedy 
Liberty  of  his  Holinefs,”  as  being  the  only  great 
and  important  Petition  he  had  to  make  to  Heaven, 
which  he  confirmed  upon  the  Honour  of  a  King,  and 
the  Faith  of  a  Chriftian,  to  be  the  Thing  in  the 
World  he  had  moft  at  Heart  *. 

So  much  for  the  Medical  affair,  of  which  I  have 
given  you  a  fufficient  Doze  j  and  as  you  may  be 
apt  to  rnufe  upon  it,  as  a  Thing  altogether  Singular  ^ 
and  not  to  be  match’d  in  any  other  Sphere  of  Life, 
I  lhall  conclude  this  with  a  Paper  which  isjuft  come 
to  my  Hands,  and  which  will  fufficiently  correct 
yourMiftakein  thatArticle.  For  hereyou  will  find  that 
former  Ages  have  produced  fuch  Things  as  are  the 
very  Pictures  and  Parallels,  both  of  the  Virtues  and 
Wickednefs  of  the  Times  in  which  we  now  live  ; 
and  it  will  even  prove  to  you,  that  there  is  an 
aftoniffiing  Similarity  in  Events  which  happen  now 
and  then  wonderfully  on  the  very  fame  Spots  of 
Ground.  In  what  Year,  or  in  whofe  Reign  the 
Tranfaftion  happened,  which  is  contained  in  the 
following  Narrative,  is  hard  to  determine,  as  it 
was  found  without  a  Date  •,  and  indeed  we  can’t  help 
fuppofing  that  it  happen’d  at  lead  ioo  Years  ago, 
as  the  Clergyman  among  whofe  Papers  it  was  dif- 
cover’d,  had  added  a  Note  to  the  End  of  it  to  this 
Purpofe  •,  “  That  having  accidentally  met  with  this 
“  Account,  wrote  in  a  Saxon  Character,  and  in  an 
“  uncouth,  and  grotefque  Sort  of  Language,  he  had 
“  with  fome  Difficulty  rendered  it  into  modern 
“  Engliffi.”  And  we  may  the  more  readily  depend 

on 
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on  the  Veracity  of  this  Article,  as  the  Clergyman 
was  well  known  to  be  a  Man  of  remarkable  Ho- 
nelly,  as  well  as  of  excellent  Underlfanding. 

But  before  you  can  readily  comprehend  the  par¬ 
ticular  References  in  this  Paper,  I  mult  give  you  a 
fhort  Account  of  the  Situation  of  this  City  of  Cork , 
where  the  Affair  pafs’d.  This  Town  then  lies  upon 
a  fine  navigable  River,  about  ten  or  twelve  Miles 
from  the  Sea;  the  happy  Situation  of  it  for  Trade, 
had  induc’d  the  firft  Inhabitants  to  cut  the  Ground 
upon  which  the  Town  Hands,  and  which  is  quite 
level,  into  a  Number  of  different  Quays  and  Canals 
for  the  Convenience  of  Warehoufes  for  Merchants. 
This  Circumftance  however  has  obliged  them  to 
build  a  confiderable  Number  of  Bridges ,  to  the 
Amount  of  at  leaf:  30  or  40  at  different  Places  over 
thefe  Canals. 

The  Beef  and  Butter,  which  are  the  Staple  Com¬ 
modities  of  the  Town,  being  ready  barrell’d  up  in 
Warehoufes,  are  carried  down  the  Canals  in  Lighters, 
and  fo  put  aboard  the  Ships  who  commonly  lye 
at  Anchor  fome  Miles  down  the  River.  Now  the 
Tide  flows  in  thefe  Canals  to  a  great  Height,  but 
at  low  Water  they  are  left  quite  dry,  and  that  for 
an  Hour  or  two  together.  The  Side  of  one  of  thefe 
Quays  or  Canals  has  been  frequented.  Time  out  of 
Mind,  by  all  the  Beau  Monde  of  the  Town,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  pleafanter  than  the  refl,  and 
therefore  by  Prefcription  has  been  long  diftinguifhed 
by  the  Name  of  the  Mall  of  the  City  of  Cork . 

It  was  then  in  the  Evening  of  one  of  the  fultry 
Days  of  July,  that  one  Mr.  Godfrey  Bateman , 
Mercht.  happened  to  be  walking  with  his  Wife, 
in  this  Place  of  Publick  Refort,  by  way  of  cooling 
and  refrelhing  themfelves,  after  the  Heat  of  the 
Day  \  they  were  now  upon  their  Return  home, 
and  Mrs.  Bateman  had  already  palled  a  Bridge, 
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known  by  the  Name  of  Tuckey’s  Bridge,  when  her 
Hufband  was  kept  behind,  talking  to  a  Gentleman 
about  fome  Bufinefs  ;  he  was  now  hurrying  forward 
to  crofs  the  Bridge,  to  overtake  his  Wife,  when  he  was 
met  by  a  Carriage  in  the  Middle  of  the  laid  Bridge, 
which  made  him  ftep  upon  one  of  the  Edges,  and 
by  the  Hipping  of  a  loole  Stone,  tumbled  mod  un¬ 
fortunately  into  the  Canal,  which  happened  to  be 
quite  full,  by  reafon  of  its  being  then  high  Water. 
There  was  a  great  Crowd  foon  gather’d  about  the 
two  Sides  of  the  Canal,  as  well  as  on  the  Bridge, 
occafioned  by  the  Sh reeks  and  Lamentations  of 
Mrs.  Bateman ,  who  flood  like  a  dift rafted  Perfon, 
calling  for  Help  from  every  Body  who  came  near 
her.  Her  Friends,  at  length,  procured  a  Rope, 
and  employed  four  People,  (who  were  thought  to 
know  fomethingof  the  Matter)  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
Endeavours  to  fave  Mr.  Batemans  Life.  Their 
Names  were  Jofeph  Roxton ,  Francis  Flatty ,  Jeffrey 
Connor ,  and  Peter  Bummer.  They  began  then  to 
throw  in  the  End  of  the  Rope  for  Mr.  Bateman  to 
lay  hold  of,  but  in  the  Dark,  and  his  half  drown’d 
Condition,  he  was  unable  to  catch  it  ;  nctwith- 
franding  of  which  for  fome  time,  they  continued 
throwing  the  Rope,  and  pulling  it  back  again, 
without  any  Effeft  •,  at  length  they  fell  upon  a  new 
Method,  Roxton  and  Connor  feized  one  End  of  the 
Rope,  and  made  Flatty  and  Bummer  taking  hold  of 
the  other  End,  run  acrofs  the  Bridge  to  the  op- 
pofite  Side  of  the  Canal,  and  then  fkimming  the 
Water  with  the  Rope,  till  they  felt  it  come  clofe 
to  Mr.  Batemans  Body,  they  then  pulled  it  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards,  and  walk’d  upon  the  Brink, 
pretending  the  Tide  would  foon  run  off,  and  leave 
Mr.  Bateman  alive  and  dry,  in  the  middle  Bed  of 
the  Canal.  At  length  they  gave  Mr.  Bateman  up 
for  loft,  faid  that  a  Boat  might  be  brought  Leif 
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fure,  to  fifh  for  the  Body,  and  that  the  Coroner 
was  now  the  proper  Perfon  to  be  applied  to,  for  de¬ 
termining  the  Manner  of  his  Death.  Mrs.  Bate¬ 
man,  in  a  frantick  Manner,  dill  called  for  Com¬ 
panion  on  her  poor  helplefs  Children,  applied  to 
every  Body  to  try  what  yet  could  be  done  to  fave 
her  Hufband  ;  blit  Mr.  Roxton  and  the  other  three 
had  fallen  into  an  Argument,  whether  he  was  intitled 
to  Chriftian  Burial ,  and  little  regarded  the  Cries 
and  Lamentations  of  Mrs.  Bateman. 

Juft  at  this  Conjuncture  there  was  a  Gentleman 
palfing  who  had  not  heard  of  this  unhappy  Accident, 
and  ftep’d  into  the  Crowd  to  know  what  was  the 
Matter  •,  he  run  immediately  where  he  heard  Mrs. 
Bateman* s  Groans,  fhe  implored  his  Afliftance  for  a 
poor  helplefs  Family  that  was  juft  plunging  into 
Ruin,  i 'here  my  dear  Hujband finks.  Oh!  Sir,  cant 
you  fave  him  ?  This  Gentleman’s  Name  was  Bland , 
and  I’m  the  more  particular  in  every  Circumftance 
becaufe  of  the  unaccountable  Prolecution  his  Con¬ 
duct  afterwards  brought  upon  him.  Mr.  Bland  then 
immediately  catch’d  hold  of  2iPlank  which  lay  upon 
the  Quay,  and  throwing  it  into  the  Canal,  he  called 
for  the  Rope  the  other  Gentlemen  had  madeUfeof 
he  fcrambled  down  till  he  get  his  Feet  upon  the 
Plank,  which  was  floating  on  the  Water,  and 
ftepping  as  far  as  he  could  on  it  withSafety,  he  threw 
a  Double  of  the  Rope  about  Mr.  Bateman* s  Head, 
which  had  then  juft  appeared  above  Water  ;  he 
pulled  the  Body  gently  towards  him,  and  faften’d 
the  Rope  about  his  Middle,  then  reaching  the  End 
of  it  to  thofe  who  flood  upon  the  Quay,  Mr.  Bate¬ 
man  was  hawfd  up,  while  Mr.  Bland  ftaid  below, 
to  keep  his  Body  from  rubbing  upon  the  Stones  as 
they  dragg’d  him  from  above.  When  Mr.  Bateman 
was  firft  brought  upon  the  Quay,  he  fcarce  fhew’d 
any  Signs  of  Life,  but  in  a  little  Time  it  was  found 

by 
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by  one  of  the  Women,  that  he  breath’d,  and  you 
know  after  that,  proper  Care  will  foon  recover  a 
Man  in  this  Condition.  The  fir  ft  Hopes  recovered 
poor  Mrs.  Bateman  from  the  Agony  flie  had  been 
in,  flie  pour’d  forth  Blefiings  upon  Bland ,  and 
talk’d  of  Rox ton's  Behaviour  and  the  other  three, 
tho’  not  in  the  Terms  of  the  higheft  Acknowledg¬ 
ment.  But  this  was  a  Circumftance  that  proved 
very  unlucky  for  poor  Mr.  j Bland,  as  it  drew  upon 
him  the  Envy  and  Refentment  of  the  other  four, 
jnfomuch,  that  they  could  hardly  refrain  from  beat¬ 
ing  him  upon  the  Spot.*  They  were  refolv’d  not  to 
allow  him  to  touch  Mr.  Bateman ,  whom  they  carried 
home  to  his  Houfe,  exprefiing  to  each  other  as  they 
went  along,  “  their  mutual  Satisfaction  in  having 
fo  happily  preferved  Mr.  Bateman9 s  Life.’3  One 
would  have  imagin’d  that  this  Narrative  would  have 
ended  here  of  Courfe,  with  acquainting  you  that 
Mr.  Bateman  was  drain’d  of  the  Water  he  had  got 
in  his  Lungs,  and  being  kept  warm,  and  fupplied 
with  Cordials,  that  he  was  in  a  very  good  Way 
next  Morning. 

But  all  this  you  have  read,  is  but  a  flight  Pre¬ 
face  to  what  follows.  For  the  Day  following  Meffrs. 
Roxicn  and  Bummer ,  with  their  two  Brethren, 
lodged  a  Complaint  before  the  Sheriff*  againft  Mr. 
Bland ,  the  Subfiance  of  which  was  as  follows  ; 

1  hat  Mr.  Godfrey  Bateman  Citizen  of  Cork,  had 
£s  fallen  by  Accident  from  Tuckey9 s  Bridge  into  the 
Cana],  upon  Monday  laft  being  the  11th  Day  of 
or  one  or  other  of  the  Days  of  the  faid 
42  Month  of  July,  and  that  whilft  they  the  Plan¬ 
ts  were  ufing  all  proper  Means  and  Endeavours 
to  fave  his  Life,  one  Patrick  Bland  a  Vagabond, 
witn  a  wicked  and  malicious  Intention,  had  then 
44  and  there,  thrown  a  large  Leg  of  Wood ,  at  the 
laid  Mr.  Bateman9?,  Head,  and  moreover  when 
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the  faid  Vagabond  found  his  Brains  not  knocked 

out,  he  went  ftill  on  in  his  execrable  Defign, 
“  and  endeavoured  to  ftr angle  the  faid  Bateman ,  by 
<c  tying  a  Rope  about  his  Neck.  That  Mr.  Bateman , 
“  after  thefe  Injuries,  was  brought  upon  the  Quay 
“  in  an  expiring  Condition,  and  that  if  they,  the  faid 
“  Plan  tiffs  had  not  inftantly  interpos’d,  and  carried 
“  Mr.  Bateman  home  to  his  own  Houfe,  the  faid 
“  Bland  would  have  compleated  his  barbarous  De- 
<c  fign  upon  the  Spot,  and  would  have,  no  doubt, 
<c  proceeded  to  have  ripp’d  him  up.’’ 

This  Charge  rather  afhonifhed  than  alarmed  Mr. 
Bland ,  all  he  thought  neceffary  to  vindicate  him- 
felf,  was  a  fimple  Reprefen ta don  of  the  Cafe, 
which  was  really  fo  probable  that  it  began  to  gain 
Credit  every  where,  and  the  Sheriff  {how*  &  evidently 
that  he  defir’d  the  Profecution  might  be  drop’d. 
But  this  Appearance  of  Things  tended  only  to  ex- 
afperate  his  Antagonifts,  who  were  now  determin’d 
to  go  greater  Lengths,  as  they  had  by  this  Time 
formed  themfelves  into  an  Alliance  again  ft  him, 
both  offenfive  and  defenfive.  In  Confequence  of 
which  there  was  a  formal  Declaration  made  pubfick 
to  varnifh  over  what  they  had  already  advanced, 
and  to  blacken  the  Part  of  Mr.  Bland.  This  Piece 
was  a  Kind  of  Journal  of  the  Tranfadlions  of  about 
15  Minutes,  and  was  introduced  by  way  of  a  Letter 
from  Somebody  recommending  it  to  Any-body ,  tho’  it 
was  faid  to  contain  the  Sentiments  Every -body*  m 
It  was  there  faid  that  the  Journal  “  Nature’s 
own  Dictates,  minuted  down  in  a  fhort  concife 
Manner  from  her  own  Mouth.”  I  fhall  give  you  as 
much  as  I  can  recolledl  of  it. 

On  Monday  July  nth,  at  6  Minutes  after  90’ 


*  This  Sentence  would  make  one  believe  that  this  Piece  had 
been  wrote  in  the  quaint  Days  of  King  *Ja?nes  I 

*4  '  Clock 
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Clock  in  the  Evening,  Mr.  Bateman  tumbled  over 
Tuckey's  Bridge  into  the  Canal. 

7th  and  8  th  Minutes  Mrs.  Bateman  howl’d, — 
Self.  Flatty ,  Connor ,  and  Bummer  came  in 
the  Crowd. 

9th,  10th  and  nth  Minutes — All  four  particu¬ 
larly  defired  to  affid, - procured  a  Rope, 

- threw  it  in,* - pull’d  it  out,  -—twice 

more  and  pull’d  it  out. 

1 2th  and  13th  Minutes - Threw  in  a  Rope, 

Connor  and  Self, - -pull,  pull,  pull. 

14th  and  15th  Minutes- - All  four  in  Confuta¬ 
tion,  - Flatty  and  Bummer  run  acrofs  the 

Bridge  with  the  End  of  the  Rope - Bummer's 

Wig  drop’d, - -held  the  Rope  acrofs  the 

Canal  touching  Mr.  Batemard s  Body. 

1 6th  Minute - Pull’d  backwards, - pull’d 

forwards, - pull’d  up,  —  pull’d  down, - — 

ten  Pulls  this  Minute. 

17th  and  1 8th  Minutes, - Consultation, - 

drop’d  the  Rope  till  that  was  over. 

19th  Minute, — — The  Rope  miffing, - Mr. 

Bateman  found  upon  the  Quay  with  his  Skull 

bruifed, - -Marks  of  Violence  about  his  Neck, 

- - told  a  vile  Vagabond  one  Bland  had: 

thrown  a  monftrous  Log  of  Wood  at  him, 
and  taken  the  Rope  and  drangled  him — — - 
indecent  Language  from  Bland . 

20th  and  2 1  ft  Minutes, - -By  refuming  our 

Care,  and  renewing  our  falutary  Methods, 
Mr.  Bateman  is  carried  to  his  own  Houle,  and 
by  the  Blelfing  of  God  upon  our  Endeavours 
he  is  happily  recover’d. — — No  Mr.  Bland. 

Then  follows  the  Declaration,  in  which  Mr. Bland 
is  charg’d  with  dealing  the  Rope  with  an  evil  In¬ 
tention.  They  affert  that  Mr.  Bateman's  bed 
Chance  for  Life,  was  to  have  continued  fafe  and  un¬ 
hurt 


[49] 

hurt,  in  the  Middle  of  the  foft  Water,  which*  no 
Doubt,  was  foon  to  leave  him  dry,  by  the  going 
out  of  the  Tide  *  they  withal  affirm,  that  when  he 
was  brought  out  upon  the  Quay,  he  was  in  a  much 
more  dangerous  State  than  before,  as  appeared  by 
certain  P likings ,  Gonvulfions *  &c.  which,  no  Doubt, 
came  from  the  Mifchiefhe  receiv’d  by  the  faid  Log 
of  Wood  ;  they  procure  Certificates  to  ffiow  “  that 
knocking  a  Man  in  the  Head,  whilfl  in  the  Water, 
or  tying  a  Rope  hard  about  his  Neck,  were  exe¬ 
crable  Practices.”  They  further  take  Notice,  of  a 
Report  ip  read  by  Mr.  Bland ,  that  he  had  never 
touch’d  the  Rope  till  they  threw  it  down,  gave  up 
Thoughts  of  laving  Mr.  Bateman ,  and  fent  for  the 
Coroner*  this  they  call  a  horrid,  vile  and  fcandalous 
Lye. 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  appeared  a  Paper  of  Mr. 
Bland' s,  in  which  is  produced  Affidavits  of  different 
People,  who  had  been  prefent,  fupporting  the 
Truth  of  the  Fadts  already  mentioned  in  this  Nar¬ 
rative,  proving  with  a  particular  Detail,  that  they 
had  all  four  given  Mr.  Bateman  up  for  loft,  and  had 
formally  fent  for  the  Coroner  with  his  Inqueff,  and 
that  Mr.  Bland  did  not  deal  the  Rope,  but  had 
taken  it  up  at  the  earned:  Prayers  of.  Mrs.  Bateman , 
after  the  other  four  Gentlemen  had  laid  it  down. 
He  over  and  above,  procured  a  Certificate  from  a 
Gentleman ,  the  mod  famous  in  thefe  Days  for  hav¬ 
ing  faved  Multitudes  of  drowning  Men,  and  who 
had  likewife  been  appeal’d  to  by  the  other  Party, 
declaring  “  that  a  Plank  was  very  proper  to  enable 
“  him  to  reach  Mr.  Batemans  Body,  as  he  had  him- 
u  fdf  ufed  that  Method  with  great  Succefs  for  50 
“  ^ears,  and  withal  adding  that  if  Mr.  Batemarts 
<c  Head  was  the  only  Part  above  Water,  he  was  in 

the  Right  to  throw  the  Double  of  the  Rope  over 
Xi  it,  becaufe  if  he  had  been  differed  to  fink  once 

II  “  more 
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*6  more,  it  is  probable  he  never  would  have  come* 

up  alive.” 

This  was  a  fevere  Stroke  upon  the  unfortunate 
Mr.  Roxton ,  he  (hew’d  many  Signs  of  a  diforder’d 
Mind.  The  Moment  he  enter’d  his  Houfe  he  chid 
his  Daughters  bitterly,  and  the  repeated  Sound  of 
Blows  was  heard  by  fome  of  the  Neighbours  from 
without,  tho’  by  the  Hollownefs  of  the  Report,  it 
was  thought  they  were  difcharg’d  upon  a  large 
Wainfcott  Table  that  was  known  to  be  in  his  Houfe. 
He  continued  in  this  odd  Behaviour  for  the  Space 
of  four  Hours,  in  which  he  fat  down  and  ftalk’d 
about  by  Intervals,  tumbled  the  Chairs  about  the 
Room,  often  knitting  his  Brows  and  muttering 
ihort  and  diflocated  Sentences,  to  the  Terror  of  his 
whole  Family,  who  during  all  that  Time  would  not 
venture  to  come  near  him.  By  the  Fatigue  of  all 
thefe  Geilures,  he  at  length  threw  himfelf  into  a 
great  Chair,  where  he  foon  fell  afleep,  and  waked 
in  about  an  Hour  and  a  half,  greatly  becalm’d  and 
refrefh’d,  and  now  he  call’d  the  Maid  to  bring  him 
fome  Shibbeen  *,  finding  his  Mouth  greatly  parch’d 
with  the  Agony  he  had  been  in  ;  he  had  fcarcely 
taken  a  Draught  when  a  Rap  came  to  the  Door* 
which  prov’d  to  be  Mefirs.  Flatty ,  Connor  and  Bum- 
mer ,  who  were  mod  thankfully  let  in  by  the  Family, 
as  they  knew  they  were  in  the  Secret  of 
his  Diforder.  There  was  not  a  Word  fpoke  by  any 
of  them  for  fome  Time.  At  length,  Brother 
Roxton ,  fays  Mr.  Flatty ,  it  was  indeed  unlucky 
that  you  fhould  have  mentioned  the  Coroner. 
Zounds,  fays  Roxton^  did  not  you  fay  he  was  drown’d 
as  well  as  I  5  No,  reply’d  Flatty ,  I  only  faid,  that 
u  Mr.  Bateman  was  not  almofb  gone  or  nearly  fpent 

^  of  Malt  Liquor  very  famous  in  Ireland  in  thoids 
Days,  tho’  at  prefent,  like  other  ancient  Things,  it  has  fallen, 
tsto  lome  Difrepute. 


he 
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he  would  have  been  able  to  take  Hold  of  the  Rope  ; 
they  began  upon  this,  to  difpute  mod  toughly  about 
the  hearing  the  Words  nearly  and  almoft ,  and  were 
likely  to  proceed  to  Extremities,  when  Mr.  Bummer 
interpos’d  with  a  half  Smile  upon  his  Countenance, 
faid,  he  hop’d  they  would  behave  together  like 
Chriftians,  begg’d  then  not  to  blunt  their  Stings  or 
fpit  their  Venom  againft:  one  another,  put  them  in 
Mind  that  they  had  a  Common  Enemy  for  whom 
it  was  proper  they  fhould  refer ve  their  whole  col¬ 
lected  Magazine  of  Wrath.  And  now.  Gentlemen, 
fays  he,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a  Motion.  Con- 
fider  we  are  already  fo  far  embark’d,  that  it  would 
be  foolifh  and  ridiculous  to  think  of  withdrawing, 
and  indeed  it  is  with  Grief  I  fay  it,  that  we  have 
hitherto  but  faintly  and  with  Diffidence  back’d  our 
Affertions,  and  fpoke  to  the  World  only  as  behind 
a  Curtain  ;  let  us  then  come  forth  now  in  a  Group, 
look  big,  and  fare  broad,  and  fpeak  in  a  louder 
Tone  than  we  did  in  the  Journal ,  to  which  End,  I 
propofe  it  as  an  Effort  fill  in  our  Power,  that  we 
fhould  confound  this  Legion  of  Witneffes  now 
brought  againft  us,  by  denouncing  deeper  Curfes, 
and  heavier  Judgments,  than  we  have  yet  utter’d 
and  as  I  have  been  long  deliberating  on  this  Ex¬ 
pedient,  I  am  well  affur’d  and  convinc’d,  that  it 
muft  inftandy  ftagger  the  Sheriff,  and  knock  down 
our  Adverfary.  All  the  three  were  delighted  with 
the  Motion  of  Mr.  Bummer ,  who  had  fo  happily 
recruited  their  broken  Strength.  And  now  Mr. 
Roxton  was  unanimoufly  deftred  to  draw  up  a  Re- 
prefentation  to  the  above  Purpofe,  as  they  told  him 
by  way  of  Encouragement,  “  That  JDominichino 
“  himfelf,  when  he  drew  the  furious  Soldier,  could 
<c  not  horrify  his  Countenance  half  fo  much,  by 
way  of  putting  himfelf  in  the  proper  Pathos 

“  for 
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S  for  Competition,*”  as  indeed  every  Body  af« 
low?d  that  Mr.  Roxton  poffefs  d  a  happy  Talent  in 
all  the  different  Orders  of  Execration,  from  the 
Gentle  Rebuke  up  to  the  molt  Defperate  Excommuni¬ 
cation  by  Bell,  Book  and  Candle. 

Mr.  Roxton  upon  this  yielded  to  their  Intreaties, 

call’d  immediately  for  Pen  and  Ink,  and  ffepping 
into  his  Study,  he  brought  from  thence  a  Manu- 
feript  of  his  own,  which  he  had  been  enlarging  and 
increafing  for  the  Space  of  forty  Years.  In  fhort  it 
contain’d  Extracts  of  all  the  Speeches  of  the  Vices 
and  Biaboli  that  he  could  meet  with  in  the  theatrical 
Pieces  of  the  Monks  of  the  dark  Ages,  there  were 
Tranflations  of  the  different  Incantations  of  the 
Lapland  Witches ,  and  he  had  colledted  from  the 
Spantjh  Writers  thofe  oracular  Sentences  that  were 
laid  to  have  been  pronounced  by  the  Black  Pagod  of 
Peru  *,  but  what  he  had  copied  over  in  the  faired: 
Manner,  was  a  compleat  Set  of  the  Bulls  of  the 
Popes,  from  the  eariieft  Ages  down  to  his  own 
Time  j  his  Favourites  among  which,  were  thofe 
terrible  ones  emitted  againft  the  German  Emperors 
in  the  nth  and  nth  Centuries,  one  of  which  he 
particularly  valued  as  the  Aple  of  his  Eye,  which 
was  that  of  Gregory  Hildebrand  againft  Henry  IVth, 
which  made  that  poor  Emperor  (firnamed  the  Un¬ 
fortunate)  travel  penitentially  out  of  Germany  and 
come  barefooted  to  his  Holinefs  at  Canufio  ff.  And 
this  indeed  he  frankly  own’d  was  the  Piece  that 
ftrft  hinted  to  him  what  might  be  the  Excellence  of 
luch  a  Cohesion  ;  for  he  had  indeavour’d  to  imi¬ 
tate  all  his  Life-time  that  fhining  Example,  and 

*  i£  ailudes  to  a  famous  Story  of  that  great  Painter,  told  by 
Jnnibal  Cnracci ,  and  to  be  found  in  Felibien  and  all  the  other 
Vv  riters  of  the  Lives  of  the  Painters. 

i  -ee  the  Collections  of  the  German  Hiftorians  by  Freberus, 
Feubh  us  and  Urftijius. 
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had  even  found  it  fucceed  with  him  almoft  without 
an  Exception,  before  this  unhappy  Rencounter. 

The  ingenious  Jofeph  then  retired  to  a  Corner  of 
the  Room,  while  the  other  three  withdrew  to 
the  other  End  of  it,  where  they  kept  a  dead 
Silence,  as  the  Breads  of  each  of  them  were  plenti** 
fully  fill’d  with  equal  Portions  of  Anxiety  and  Ex¬ 
pectation,  which  never  fails  to  bring  on  a  peculiar 
Solemnity  of  Behaviour. 

But  before  Mr.  Rex l on  proceeded  to  put  Pen  to 
Paper,  he  thought  it  proper  firft  to  kindle  his  Ima¬ 
gination  and  ripen  his  Faculties,  by  glancing  over 
the  fhining  Pafiages  of  his  darling  Mifcellany, 
which  appeared  to  him  now  as  an  Armory ,  contain¬ 
ing  the  Implements  of  War  of  different  Ages,  fome 
cluder’d  in  particular  Figures  upon  theWalls,  others 
piled  in  Heaps,  many  ruffing  in  Sheaths  and  Scab¬ 
bards,  all  reding  themfelves  peaceably  after  the 
Execution  they  had  done  in  former  Days.  He  was 
foon  lod  in  a  Reverie ,  which  fill’d  him  with 
all  the  military  Genius  of  the  fird  Crufades  ;  he  be¬ 
gan  to  conceive  his  Adverfary  as  a  barbarous  Saracen 
from  the  Defarts  of  Arabia ,  and  of  Courfe  the 
Witnefles  like  the  Swarms  of  Mamelukes  that  fought 
under  his  Banner;  it  was  but  an  eafy  Tranfition  to 
conceive  his  own  Caufe  to  be  the  Caufe  of  God  and 
Religion,  where  by  a  plenary  Indulgence  and  Dif- 
penfation  he  thought  it  allowable  to  attack  the  Foe, 
by  the  Weapons  of  either  Heaven,  Earth,  or  Hell, 
according  as  any  of  them  was  neared  at  Hand  to  be 
lanced  againd  him.  He  foon  return’d  to  himfelf, 
however,  from  this  Epifode  of  Fancy,  to  fomething 
more  apropos  to  his  Situation  ;  but  he  dill  retained 
from  his  lad  Train  of  thinking,  a  Kind  of  EfFer- 
vefcence  and  Ebullition  of  Spirit  towards  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Exertions  both  of  Slander  and  Panegyrick, 
which  tho’  the  very  Antipodes  of  Compodtion  to 
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each  other,  are  yet  by  a  wonderful  Paradox  gene¬ 
rally  found  to  be  Brethren  and  Fellow-Citizens, 
dwelling  often  in  the  fame  Book,  the  fame  Chapter, 
the  fame  Page,  and  fometimes  even  in  the  fame  in¬ 
dividual  Line. 

-  He  proceeded  now  (as  being  in  a  proper  Trim) 
to  draw  up  the  Defence  and  Reply  they  had  jointly 
agreed  upon,  the  Subftance  of  which  was  as  fol-» 
lows. 

We  Jofeph  Roxton ,  Francis  Flatty ,  Jeffry  Connor , 
and  Peter  Bummer ,  in  regard  to  Truth,  Honour, 
Honefty  and  Confcience,  are  the  four  moft  virtuous 
Men  this  Day  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  nor  do 
-xve  think  ourfejves  in  the  lead  inferior,  to  any  of  the 
ancient  Patriarchs,  Prophets  or  Apoftles.  They 
here  declared  they  were  rejoiced  that  they  had  it  in 
their  Power,  to  detedt  a  deep  and  dangerous  Con- 
fpiracy  of  a  numerous  Knot  of  Villains,  who  had 
treacheroufly  impos’d  upon  the  World,  and  threatned 
to  infedfc  and  debauch  all  the  Innocent  and  Ignorant 
of  the  Land.  That  it.  was  not  therefore  in  behalf 
of  themfelves  they  pretended  to  fay  any  Thing,  as 
being  but  little  concern’d  in  the  Affair,  but  that 
they  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  divert 
that  Vengeance  which  was  ready  to  burft,  not  only 
upon  the  City  of  Cork ,  but  over  the  large  and  ex- 
tenfive  Province  of  Munfter .  They  went  on,  de¬ 
claring,  that  as  they  were  not  afham’d  to  appear  in 
the  Came  of  Truth,  fo  they  had  alfo  a  particular 
Feeling  for  their  Friends,  their  Countrymen  and  their 
Fellow'- Citizens,  and  were  therefore  determin’d  for 
their  joint  Intereft  to  be  the  publick  Guardians  of 
the  Bodies  and  Lives  of  all  within  that  fpreading 
*1  criitory.  They  proceeded  next  to  a  particular  At- 
tac.x  upon  the  odalignants  of  the  oppofite  Fadtion, 
by  bellowing  feveral  Curfes  upon  poor  Mrs.  Bate - 
whom  they  accus  d  of  Ingratitude,  and  being 

ufed 
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ufed  by  her  like  Scaffolding  to  a  Building.  They 
diicharged  at  leaft  thirty  Oaths  at  proper  Paufes 
againft  every  Individual  of  the  whole  Corps  of  the 
Witneffes,  which  went  off  like  the  dropping  Cannon 
at  the  Funeral  of  a  Field-  MarjhaL  But  the  Im¬ 
precations  againft  Bland  were  coo  thick  and  too 
loud  to  be  number’d,  as  they  flafh’d  out  and 
thunder’d,  fafler  than  the  nightly  Batterings  at  a 
Beleaguer  d  Town  •,  and  tho’  they  feem’d  to  forget 
him  now  and  then  in  lome  little  Digreffions,  yet 
it  was  only  colledbng,  combining,  and  pointing 
their  united  Strength  to  bring  him  down  with  the 
Fury  of  a  new  Blaft.  Upon  all  Occafions  they  took 
Care  to  mention  the  Man  that  was  knock’d  on 
the  Head  on  Monday  laft,  and  the  infamous  Vaga¬ 
bond  who  did  the  Deed,  as  particularly  as  if  they 
had  plainly  prov’d  the  Fadts  to  be  true,  or  the  Evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary  good  for  nothing*  In  fhort, 
it  concluded  with  declaring  that  the  Whole  of  the 
Affidavits  were  horrid,  fcandalous,  impious,  and 
deteftable  Mifreprefentations,  wickedly  procured  by 
this  Vagabond,  whofe  Behaviour  we  are  extremely 
forry,  fay  they,  compells  us  to  profecute  him  as 
the  Law  diredts. 

Sic  fubr .  Jofeph  Roxton . 

Francis  Flatty . 

Jeffry  Connor . 

Peter  Bummer . 

Upon  Mr.^^’s  reading  the  above  Piece  to  the: 
other  three,  they  all  broke  out  into  the  higheft  Ex- 
tafies  of  Tranfport,  and  declar’d  by  many  curious 
Figures  of  Rhetorick,  their  prodigiousAftonilhment 
how  he  could  fo  happily  perfonate  the  Sentiments  of 
them. all,  and  that  too  in  fo  loud  an  Accent,  as  if 
they  together  in  a  Chorus  had  given  their  Breath  to 
every  Note.  He  ftop’d  them  however  foo'n  with  a 
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Treve  des  Compliments ,  rung  for  the  Maid  to  carry 
off  the  Shibbeen ,  and  order’d  in  a  Bottle  of  good 
comfortable  Port  which  was  his  favourite  Liquor, 
by  way  of  rejoicing  over  their  Enemies. 

They  repair’d  early  next  Morning  to  the  Sheriff 
with  their  Reply *  who  on  perufing  it,  difappointed 
them  not  a  little,  by  repeating  his  old  Advice  to 
them  with  more  Earneflnefs  than  before,  and  hint¬ 
ing  too  by-the^by,  that  he  thought  it  their  Interefl 
that  the  whole  Affair  fhould  be  forgot.  Roxton  re- 
ply’d  in  the  Name  of  the  Reft*  44  That  they  could 
44  not  in  Confcience  confent  to  allow  a  Man  to  live 
44  among  them*  who  would  no  doubt  propagate 
44  that  damnable  Dodtrine  of  knocking  People  in 
44  the  Head  in  the  Water,  which  could  fo  eaiily  be 
44  pradtifed  in  a  Country  where  there  were  fo  many 
44  large,  deep,  and  navigable  Rivers,  and  People 
44  tumbling  into  them  from  Time  to  Time..” 

Here  the  Manufcript  was  moft  unhappily  tore  at 
this  critical  Place,  fo  that  I  am  unable  to  acquaint 
you  with  the  final  Iffue  of  the  Affain  I  hope  to 
have  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  you  foon,  and  therefore 
at  prefent  fhall  conclude  with  declaring  myfelf,  with 
great  Sincerity, 

Tdurs,  &c. 


LETTERS 
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LETTERS  ref  err'd  to. 


Dr.  Mead  to  Dr.  Rogers. 

SIR ,  London,  Sept .  17 th,  1 74S . 

I  Received  the  Favour  of  your  Letter  yeflerday,  and  am 
very  glad  that  the  fmall  Service  I  did,  in  recommending  you 
to  the  Royal  Society,  was  fo  acceptable  to  you.  I  make  no 
Doubt  but  when  Occafion  offers,  the  Society  will  reap  Benefit 
from  fo  worthy  a  Member. 

The  Cafe  you  ate  pleafed  to  mention  (of  a  young  Gentle¬ 
man)  your  Patient,  together  with  three  other  Pnylicians,  who 
had  a  nervous  Fever,  Cf c.  to  whom  without  your  Knowledge, 
a  Phyfician  was  call’d  in,  who  put  him  into  a  new  Regimen, 
viz.  Bleeding,  Cooling,  with  co«l  diftill’d  Waters,  impegnated 
with  a  Drachm  of  the  Pindiura  Ant  ip  bt  by  fie  a,  is  really  I  think 
fomewhat  extraordinary.  You  defire  my  Opinion  of  fuch 
Management;  more  particularly  as  to  the  Bleed;ng,  and  (be¬ 
cause  this  Pradlitionei  jullify’d  himfelf  by  producing  an  original 
Prefcripcion  of  mine,  in  which  the  Pindtura  Antiptbyfiica  is  or¬ 
der’d  for  one  Mr.  Stawell)  as  to  the  Ufe  of  this  Medicine. 

You  will  eafily  believe.  Sir,  that  in  my  Multiplicity  of  Cafes, 
I  cannot  remember  for  wha:  Difeafe,  I'  directed  this  Tsn&ure  : 
But  this  I  will  venture  to  fay,  I  fhould  not  have  given  it  in  the 
Cafe  of  your  Patient,  in  which,  fuch  warm,  diaphoretic  Re¬ 
medies,  you  mention,  feem  to  have  been  neceffary  ;  with 
Blillers,  (Ac.  As  to  the  Bleeding  in  the  frontal  Velfels,  I  fhould 
think  it  too  bold  a  Practice  in  fo  great  Weaknefs,  and  fo  late  in 
the  Difeafe  ;  unlefs  the  Pul/e  was  uncommonly  hard  and  flrong', 
and  attended  with  an  hfiamation  of  the  Brain ,  or  fame  Symptom 
of  that  Kind. 

As  to  the  Pindhira  Antiy  h thy fiu a  ;  I  have  ever  fince  I  began 
to  practice,  ufed  it  with  great  Succels  in  many  Cafes :  Particu¬ 
larly  in  Hectic  Fevers,  (but  never  in  the  acute)  Spittings  of 
Blood;  Heat  of  the  Kidneys,  fimple  Gonorhmas,  Cf  c.  It  was, 
you  know,  firit  recommended  by  Etmullenis  ;  who  from  its 
Effrft  gave  it  the  Name  :  And  is  put  into  our  new  Pharmacopeia 
(under  the  Title  of  Pindtura  Saturnina )  and  in  that  of  Edinburgh 
and  all  the  belt  of  th t  foreign  ones. 

Sacharum  Batumi  I  have  never  ufed  internally  ;  but  externally 
ofen.  Whether  as  Lanciji  and  Baglivi  told  you,  it  works  like 
flow  Poilon  I  cannot  judge.  You  know  there  is  a  great  Dif- 

I  ference 
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ference  between  a  corrofive  Salt  given  in  Subftance,  and  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  made  of  the  fame  in  Spirit  of  Wine,  and  given  in  fmall 

Doles.  With  true  Refpeft 


I  am. 

Sir, 

Tour  mojl  Obedient ,  Humble  Servant, 

R.  Mead. 


Dr.  Frewin  to  Dr.  Rogers. 


Oxford,  fan.  16th,  1748-9, 


SIR, 


OUR  Letter  dated  Nov.  if.I  received  about  the  latter 


j[  End  of  that  Month.  You  are  pleafed  to  pay  Compliments 
to  me,  and  Deference  to  my  Judgment,  much  greater  than  I 
have  a  Right  to  :  But  at  the  fame  Time  have  engaged  me  in  an 
Affair  very  difagreeable  to  my  Inclinations,  of  being  Arbitrator 
in  the  Dilputes  of  Phyficians.  In  my  Opinion,  the  Gentlemen 
do  their  Adverfary  too  much  Honour  in  applying  to  a  Phyfician 
of  another  Nation. 

However  fince  you  fay  four  Rhyficians  of  good  Char  aider ,  are 
concerned  in  the  Difpute,  you  fhall  have  my  Thoughts. 

I  muft  therefore  declare,  that  I  think  it  a  Point  agreed  on 
by  the  beft  Practitioners  and  Writers,  that  at  a  Time  when  a 
Crifis  is  at  hand  (which  you  fay  the  Gentlemen  expected  the  four¬ 
teenth  Night)  Nature  fhould  not  be  interrupted  by  Bleeding  or 
any  other  Evacuation  :  And  particularly  under  fuch  Circum- 
fiances  as  they  defcrihe  their  Patient  to  have  been,  at  that  jundure, 
I  think  bleeding  was  improper.  <Tho>  when  Fevers  run  to  a  great 
Length,  and  there  is  no  Sign  of  an  approaching  Crifis ,  it  is  not 
unuiual  with  Phyficians  in  England,  to  dir  eft  Bleeding  at  the 
Temporal  Artery  or  at  the  Saphasna  Vein,  later  than  the 
fourteenth  Day,  when  the  Quicknefs  and  Strength  of  the  Pulfe 
or  other  Symptoms,  require  that  Evacuation. 

_  As  for  the  Tintdura  Antipbthyfca,  I  never  gave  that  Medi¬ 
cine,  nor  ever  (hall  give  it,  in  an  acute  continued  Fever.  When 
1  nave  diredted  it,  I  have  never  given  more  than  30  Drops  at  a 
1  ime,  and  not  more  frequently  than  once  in  6  Hours,  generally 
in  Brifol  Water,  or  in  iome  very  temperate  or  cool  Julap,  as 
moli^  agreeable  to  the  Intention  and  EffeCt  of  that  TinCture, 
which  in  my  Opinion  is  of  a  coagulating  Nature ,  and  given  with 
a  View  of  injpijfating  the  Juices. 


II 
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I  am  alham’d  to  refled  that  I  have  fo  long  deferred  my 
Anfwer  to  your  Letter,  but  an  Infirmity  in  my  Eyes,  and  fome 
melancholy  Dillrefs  in  my  Family,  and  daily  Engagements  in 
Bufinefs,  have  prevented  my  Writing  fooner,  and  will  I  hope 
prove  my  Excufe. 


1  am, 


Sir, 

Tour  moji  Obedient  and  mojt  Humble  Servant, 

R.  F  R  E  W  I  N, 

4 


Dr.  Mead  to  Dr.  Blair. 

SIR,  London,  Nov.  24 th,  1748. 

IH  A  V  E  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th,  and  am  for ry  to 
fee  Cornells  and  warm  Difputes  among  Phyficians,  whofe 
Education  and  Knowledge  of  the  World,  ought  to  fet  them 
above  Behaviour,  unbecoming  Gentlemen.  But  your  Cafe  is  I 
mull  needs  fay  very  hard  :  To  be  refleded  upon  for  ill  Succefs  in 
treating  a  Patient,  is  not  unufual  ;  but  to  be  attack’d  for  curing 
in  a  defperate  Dileafe,  is  quite  uncommon. 

I  have  read  the  printed  Relation  of  Mr.  Baker' s  Cafe  which 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  fend  me,  that  which  you  mention  as 
publilhed  by  Dr.  Rogers,  or  his  Friend,  I  have  not  yet  feen. 
But  it  is  moll  aftonilhing,  that  yotrr  Enemies  fhould  give  out, 
that  the  Receipt  which  you  have  publifh’d  as  mine,  fhould  be 
forged.  Such  Pradices  mull,  in  the  End,  turn  out  to  the 
Shame  and  Confufion  of  thofe  who  ufe  them. 

When  Dr.  Rogers  wrote  to  me,  by  way  of  Appeal  to  my 
Judgment,  I  plainly  told  him,  that  altho’  I  could  not  be  a  Judge 
of  all  the  Circumltances  of  Mr.  Baker  s  Cafe,  yet  as  to  the  Tindara 
Antiphthyfica,  to  which  he  made  his  main  Objection,  as  unfafe  and 
a  Kind  of  Poifon ,  it  was  a  Medicine  which  I  had  made  CJfe  of 
with  great  Succefs,  for  thefe  fifty  Years :  I  wonder’d  indeed 
that  he  fhould  be  a  Stranger  to  it,  having  been  firft  invented  by 
Etmuller ,  and  recommended  by  our  great  Mr.  Boyle,  and  pub¬ 
lilhed  in  almcft  all  the  foreign  Pharmacopeias ,  as  well  as  in  our 
late  London  one.  The  Cafes  in  which  I  chiefly  ufe  it,  are  flow 
hedic  Fevers,  particularly  when  attended  with  a  Loofenefs ,  pro- 
fule  Sweats  and  a  Coliquation  of  the  Humours  1  reckon  two  or 
1  three 


four  and  twenty  Hours,  to  he  a  convenient  Do/e.  ■ 

I  ho.pe?  that  if  .Dr.  Rogers  thinks  lit  to  publifh  anjf  Thing  as 
from  m'e,  he  will  be  fo  fair  as  to  do  it  in  my  own  Words-. 

If  it  can  be  of  any  Service  to  you  to  (hew  this,  either. to  your 
Friends  or  Enemies,  you  have  fail  Liberty  to  do  it  ;  for  I  am 
always  on  the  Side  of  1 rutb'iivA  ^Humanity .  I  with  you  always 
gocu  Saccefs  in  your  Bufinefs,  and  am 


Sir , 

Tour  mo  ft  Obedient ,  Humble  Servant, 


R.  M  E  A  B. 


# 


« 


